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Chapter 2: Origins of American Government

Section 3:  The Critical Period (pg. 48-51)
Main Idea: The Articles of Confederation established a fairly weak central government, which led to conflicts among the states. The turmoil during this critical period for the young nation caused some states to take steps toward creating a stronger government.
The Articles of Confederation

Describe the structure of government set up under the Articles of Confederation.

What powers did Congress hold under the Articles of Confederation?

Explain several of the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation.

A Need for Stronger Government
What was the original reason for delegates to meet in Philadelphia in 1787? *List any significant decisions made during that meeting. 
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Section 4: Creating the Constitution (pg. 52-58)
Main Idea: The Framers of the Constitution created a document that addressed the major concerns of the states attending the Philadelphia Convention. By reaching compromise on items about which they disagreed, the Framers created a new National Government capable of handling the nation’s problems.
The Framers

List the characteristics of the Framers of the Constitution. 
Organization and Procedure

How did delegates organize the proceedings?  (Who was in charge, what were the rules?)

Compare and contrast the Virginia and New Jersey Plans.

Summarize the major compromises that came from the convention.

Sources of the Constitution
Identify some of the sources from which the Framers drew their inspiration.

