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Chapter 2: Origins of American Government

Section 1: Our Political Beginnings (pg. 30-34)
Main Idea: Our system of government has its origins in the concepts and political ideas that English colonists brought with them when they settled North America. The colonies served as a school for learning about government.
Basic Concepts of Government:
Identify and describe the three basic concepts of government.

Landmark English Documents

Identify the purpose of the Magna Carta:
Identify the purpose of the Petition of Right:

Identify the purpose of the English Bill of Rights:

The English Colonies

Identify and describe the three types of colonies that the English established in North America.
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Section 2: The Coming of Independence (pg. 36-42)
Main Idea: Changes in British colonial policies led to resentment in the colonies and eventually to the American Revolution. Ideas expressed in the early State constitutions influenced the development of the governmental system under which we live today.
Britain’s Colonial Policies

What role did Parliament play in the management of the colonies?

What was the main reason for the colonies’ reliance on self-government?

Growing Colonial Unity

What was the New England Confederation, and what was its purpose?
Identify some of the steps that led to growing feelings of colonial unity.

What was the main cause of protest during the Stamp Act Congress?

The First Continental Congress

What happened at the meeting of the First Continental Congress?

Second Continental Congress

What happened at the meeting of the Second Continental Congress?

The Declaration of Independence
Whose ideas did Thomas Jefferson largely base his work on when writing the Declaration of Independence?
What were some of the main ideas that Thomas Jefferson included in his writing?

The First State Constitutions

Summarize the five common features of state constitutions.
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Section 3:  The Critical Period (pg. 48-51)
Main Idea: The Articles of Confederation established a fairly weak central government, which led to conflicts among the states. The turmoil during this critical period for the young nation caused some states to take steps toward creating a stronger government.
The Articles of Confederation

Describe the structure of government set up under the Articles of Confederation.

What powers did Congress hold under the Articles of Confederation?

Explain several of the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation.

A Need for Stronger Government
What was the original reason for delegates to meet in Philadelphia in 1787? *List any significant decisions made during that meeting. 
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Section 4: Creating the Constitution (pg. 52-58)
Main Idea: The Framers of the Constitution created a document that addressed the major concerns of the states attending the Philadelphia Convention. By reaching compromise on items about which they disagreed, the Framers created a new National Government capable of handling the nation’s problems.
The Framers

List the characteristics of the Framers of the Constitution. 
Organization and Procedure

How did delegates organize the proceedings?  (Who was in charge, what were the rules?)

Compare and contrast the Virginia and New Jersey Plans.

Summarize the major compromises that came from the convention.

Sources of the Constitution
Identify some of the sources from which the Framers drew their inspiration.
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Section 5:  Ratifying the Constitution (pg. 59-62)
Main Idea: The Constitution could not take effect until it had been ratified by nine states. The battle between those who opposed the Constitution was hard fought in all the states.
Debates and Compromises

Why did the Federalists support the Constitution?

Why were the Anti-Federalists against the Constitution?

Identify the purpose of The Federalist Papers:

How did The Federalist Papers explain the principles of the American constitutional system of government?

