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Chapter 2: Origins of American Government

Section 2: The Coming of Independence (pg. 36-42)
Main Idea: Changes in British colonial policies led to resentment in the colonies and eventually to the American Revolution. Ideas expressed in the early State constitutions influenced the development of the governmental system under which we live today.
Britain’s Colonial Policies

What role did Parliament play in the management of the colonies?

What was the main reason for the colonies’ reliance on self-government?

Growing Colonial Unity

What was the New England Confederation, and what was its purpose?
Identify some of the steps that led to growing feelings of colonial unity.

What was the main cause of protest during the Stamp Act Congress?

The First Continental Congress

What happened at the meeting of the First Continental Congress?

Second Continental Congress

What happened at the meeting of the Second Continental Congress?

The Declaration of Independence
Whose ideas did Thomas Jefferson largely base his work on when writing the Declaration of Independence?
What were some of the main ideas that Thomas Jefferson included in his writing?

The First State Constitutions

Summarize the five common features of state constitutions.
