Special Interest Groups: Brochure Activity

Directions: An interest group is defined as “An organization of people with shared ideas and attitudes who attempt to influence public policy." There are literally thousands of interest groups in the United States each pushing for their own specific cause. Your assignment is to choose one special interest group from the following categories below and through researching the primary objectives of that group you will create a brochure aimed at attracting new members to the organization. 
Once you select your desired interest group from the category assigned to you by the teacher you will visit the group’s website (along with any other websites that will aid in your research) to identify the following information about the group:
· What is the mission of the group? What is its history?

· How many members does it have?

· How many people work for the group and how is it organized?

· What have been some of the major activities/causes the group has focused on?

· What have been the notable successes and/or failures?
· What is the group currently concerned with? How is the group funded?

· Does it hold fundraisers for political candidates?

· Does the group (through its PACs) contribute to candidates?

· How does the group go about getting the attention of Members of Congress or the State Legislator, or the bureaucracy that oversees their concerns?

· Does the group engage in various “inside” and “outside “strategies?

· How much of its leadership is made up of former government employees?

After you complete your research you will develop a brochure using a software program such as Microsoft Publisher or create a brochure that is hand made. Your brochure should be aimed at advertising/recruiting new members for the special interest group. This requires you to highlight a minimum of five key points of information from the questions you have answered above. The brochure should include the information you obtained through research, pictures of the group's activities and the group's logo and should be visually appealing. If you choose to make a digital brochure you will be required to print the brochure when completed I will not print it for you.

Business/Labor Related:

· National Association of Manufacturers
· U.S. Chamber of Commerce
· American Iron and Steel Institute
· Business Roundtable
· AFL-CIO
· United Auto Workers
· United Mine Workers
· International Brotherhood of Teamsters
· International Ladies Garment Workers Union
· Committee on Political National Education
· American Gas Association
· National Association for Government Employees
Agricultural Groups:
· National Farmers’ Union
· Patrons of Husbandry
· American Farm Bureau Federation
· National Farmers Association
· American Agricultural Movement
· National Grange

Professional Groups:
· American Bar Association
· American Medical Association
· National Education Association
Environmental Groups:
· Sierra Club
· National Wildlife Federation
· Friends of the Earth
· PETA
· National Audubon Society
General Interest Groups:
· National Conference of State Legislators
· National Governors’ Association
· National Organization for Women
· Moral Majority
· United States Catholic Conference
· National Right to Life Committee
· Christian Right
· National Rifle Association

Public Interest:
· NAACP
· National Congress of American Indians
· American Jewish Committee
· Progressive Political Action Committee
· Jewish Defense League
· National Conservative Political Action Committee
· Common Cause
· ACLU
· Americans for Democratic Action
· League of Women Voters
· National Alliance of Senior Citizens
· AARP
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Interest Group Research 

Interest Group: _________________________________________________________

Primary Website: _______________________________________________________________

Research Questions: 

1.) What is the mission of the group? 
2.) What is its history?

3.) How many members does it have?

4.) How many people work for the group? 

· How is it organized? (ex. Regional or local chapters?)
5.) What have been some of the major activities the group has been involved with over the years? 

6.) What have been some of the notable successes and/or failures the group has experienced?

7.) What issue is the group currently concerned with? 
8.) How is the group funded?

9.) Does it hold fundraisers for political candidates?

10.) Does the group (through its PACs) contribute to candidates?

11.) How does the group go about getting the attention of Members of Congress or the State Legislators? 

12.) Is there a specific government agency that oversees their concerns?

13.) Does the group engage in various “inside” and “outside “strategies? If so give examples of which ones? 

14.) Are any of its prominent leader’s former government employees? 
