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Hour _________
Chapter 6–Voter and Voter Behavior and                       Chapter 7-The Electoral Process 
                    Learning Targets-Study Guide

Learning Objective 1: I will be able to understand, evaluate and apply key vocabulary from Chapter 6       and 7.
Vocabulary:
Chapter 6-Voter and Voter Behavior  

Disenfranchised 

Gender Gap

Gerrymandering 

Poll Tax

Suffrage 

Chapter 7-The Electoral Process
Absentee Voting 
Ballot 

Caucus 

Closed-Primary 

Open-Primary 

Learning Objective 2: I will be able to explain the ways in which voter qualification and behavior has changed over the last two hundred and forty years while examining the process of extending suffrage to all Americans.
1. What are the three main requirements a person must meet in order to vote in an election? 
2. What are the demographics of a typical non-voter?

3. What was the outcome of the Voting Rights Act of 1965?

4. What is the difference between straight-ticket and split-ticket voting?  
5. Has the access to suffrage increased or decreased over the last two hundred years? Please provide at least one example.
6. What is the difference between soft and hard money? 
7. What was the purpose of the 26th Amendment? 
8. What does the term “Alien” mean when it comes to residency? 
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Short Answer Topics: 
19.) “The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not     

        be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State 
        on account of race, color, or previous condition of 
       servitude.-Fifteenth Amendment to the United States 
       Constitution, 1870. Despite the ratification of the 
        Fifteenth Amendment, voter turnout among African  

       American citizens was very low throughout the first half  

       of the twentieth century. Please explain how over the past 
       50 years, civil rights policies have changed substantially,  

       along with the reason why we have seen an significant  

       increase in African American voter turnout. 

             Things to think about and discuss:

· Explain two measures taken by some states prior to the 1960s that affected voter turnout among African American citizens. 

· Describe at least two pieces of Civil Rights legislation passed during the 1960’s that helped eliminate voting obstacles facing African Americans and other citizens of color living in the United States. 

· Explain why many voters who had felt disenfranchised became supporters of President Obama during the 2008 election. 

20.) Nominees for the presidency of the two major parties are chosen by delegates at national conventions. How these delegates are chosen varies across states and between the political parties. Please explain the methods by which candidates are selected, how winner-take-all primaries work, the role of super delegates and why a candidates approach to the primaries is often different than their approach to the general election. 

Things to think about and discuss:

· Define each of the following methods used by states to choose delegates to party conventions. 

• Open primary 

• Caucus 

· Republican Party rules permit winner-take-all primaries. Describe one consequence of this rule for the Republican nomination process. 

· The Democratic Party has used super delegates in the presidential nominating process since 1984. Explain why the use of super delegates increases the influence of party leaders in the Democratic nomination process. 

· Explain why a candidate’s strategy to win the nomination is often different from the strategy developed to win the general election.
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21.) The election process in the United States is designed to 
       select the candidate that is best suited to lead our nation 
       and fulfill the will of the people. However, due to the  

       concerns of the framers the Electoral College was created 
       as a way to “preserve the federalist structure of our 
       government”. Where typically the electoral votes of each 
       state line up with the popular vote there have been 
       instances where it has failed to select the general 
       populations true choice for president. Please describe some 
       of the issues associates with the Electoral College  

       and why it’s “winner-take-all” approach is a source of 
       contention for many voters. 

Things to think about and discuss:

· Describe the winner-take-all feature of the Electoral College.

· Explain one way in which the winner-take-all feature of the Electoral College affects how presidential candidates from the two major political parties run their campaigns.

· Explain one way in which the winner-take-all feature of the Electoral College hinders third-party candidates.

· Explain why you feel the Electoral College should or not be abolished.

Learning Objective 3: I will be able to summarize, examine and evaluate historical maps, data, charts, graphs, photos, audio, clips and video footage to explain and understand the role the Electoral College plays in presidential elections 
1.  You will be given a pie chart depicting the 1980 and the 1992 Presidential Election. 
2. You will be given a map listing the number of electoral votes each state holds. 
Learning Target 4: I will be able to summarize, evaluate and construct connections (to myself, the world and/or other topics we have studied) using a variety of primary and secondary documents.

1. You will be given a primary source document designed to draw out your inference regarding on the ineffectiveness of the Electoral College. 
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