US lawmakers have narrowly voted to cut food stamp benefits from next year despite a veto threat from the White House and opposition from lobby groups.

The Republican-led House of Representatives passed the bill by 217-200. But it has little chance in the Democratic-held Senate. The bill would save $39bn (£24bn) over a decade, but affect four million people on the programme. It comes a day after census data showed 15% of Americans live in poverty. An estimated one in seven Americans - most of them children, elderly or disabled - receive food stamps. The bill aims to cut $4bn a year, representing about 5% of the current programme.

'Let them starve' bill
The budget savings would be achieved by allowing states to use work requirements for recipients and test applicants for drugs. It would also end waivers to allow able-bodied adults without dependents to receive food stamps indefinitely. According to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (Snap), the food programme bill has tripled since 2004 and cost about $78bn last year. The White House said in a statement the bill would damage "one of our nation's strongest defences against hunger and poverty". The Congressional Budget Office says that if the bill were enacted, up to 3.8 million people could lose their benefits next year. But House Majority Leader Eric Cantor, who led the legislative push, said it was "wrong for working, middle-class people to pay" for abuse of the programme. Every Democrat voting on Thursday opposed the bill. Fifteen Republicans voted against the measure. House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi called it a "full assault on the health and economic security of millions of families". Another Democratic congressman, Texas Representative Lloyd Doggett, called it the "let them starve" bill. The measure is likely to go nowhere in the Senate - Democratic Senator Debbie Stabenow labelled it "a monumental waste of time".A bill passed in the Senate in June cut food stamps by $400m a year, one tenth of the House cuts. The two chambers will have to negotiate the differences between the plans before any cuts come into effect.
Article of the Week-Activity Instructions
Directions: For this assignment you will locate an article featured in a newspaper or through an online source that discusses a current event. Once you choose your article you must either cut or print the article out and complete the requirements listed below. 

1) Underline unknown or confusing words or phrases: ______/5

2) Circle key players/people in the event ______/5

3) Ask and answer three questions in the margin _____/5                                                                       *(Should be questions you really have about the information presented)
                       Question starters: Who…..? Example: Who is Mrs. Robinson?


             What….?  Example: What effect did the oil spill have on the  

                                             wildlife living in the area? 

             Where…? Example: Where in the world is Carmen San Diego? 


When…? Example: When did they expect to receive reparations? 


Why?....? Example: Why was the crowd protesting? 
4) Make two connections written in the margin _____/5 

Connection Possibilities:



Connect to a personal event in your life 

Example: Iraq the case for invasion of Iraq was similar


Connect to another event in history/current events


Connect to a prior knowledge

5) Write a half page response (single spaced on a separate sheet of paper explaing your opinion on the subject. Be sure to support your response with information from the text?

Please staple your half page response to the article before you turn it in 

_____/10
6) Once you have completed the individualized portion of the activity we will work with our classmates to gather information on three additional articles. _____/5
7) You must include your article (printed or cut out of the newspaper) by stapling on top of  your half page response _____/5
Total____/40
