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Primary Source Reading Questions

Source: Bartolomeo Vanzetti’s Speech to the Jury

1. What crimes did Vanzetti maintain he did not commit?

2. Did Vanzetti believe that Judge Thayer had been fair and impartial? Why or Why not?

3. What accusation did Vanzetti make against the prosecuting attorney, Mr. Katzmann?

4. Vanzetti claimed he had suffered for his guilt.  What “crimes” did he mention?

5. How does the Sacco and Vanzetti case illustrate the attitude of the times (early-1920s)? Can you think of a similar example in history or today? Explain.

