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       9th Grade Social Studies MEAP Prep-The Battle of Saratoga 
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By the spring of 1777, the English wanted a victory that would put them in control of
the North American colonies. English military leaders decided the best course of
action was to seize control of New York and the Hudson River.

Upon reaching Saratoga, New York, English commander John Burgoyne prepared his
troops for battle against what he believed to be an undermanned American force.
Four miles away, 2 growing number of American troops were preparing to meet the
enemy.

Trumbull's painting of the English surrender at Saratoga was created after the war. It
is one of the few documents that provides an image of this dramatic event.





1.) Based on the images in the painting what might lead you to believe that the United States was victorious in the Battle of Saratoga? 

2.) What is symbolic about the English Commander John Burgoyne surrendering his sward to George Washington? 

