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River Oaks Parent or Guardian,
[bookmark: _cauqeqw3utwj] Welcome back to a new and exciting year at River Oaks Elementary School! My name is Ms. Chamseddine and I’m a fifth grade teacher at River Oaks Elementary. 
[bookmark: _i7qjih6occj5]I am looking forward to another year of working together for the academic and social success of your student!
[bookmark: _xf1cs0vvwixs] Please view the important information below on the methods we will use for  communication, instruction, and  a description of our resources.

	COMMUNICATION
	[bookmark: _sb3nevqf3gz0]To communicate with families, the district is now using the following platforms: Schoology will be used for announcements, assignments, and direct communication with parents and students. 
[bookmark: _grf4z16i28kp]All virtual sessions will be held via Zoom. Teachers will be sharing links directly to Schoology before the sessions. 
[bookmark: _crvng92d3w24]In terms of questions, I will be communicating with parents through phone calls and email. You can reach me via email at darwism1@dearbornschools.org 
[bookmark: _9bmkj6n0g03n]Office Hours: Monday-Friday 3:00-3:50 
[bookmark: _n3da1hiyrblv]Please subscribe to my Blog for school and District wide updates https://iblog.dearbornschools.org/darwism1/

[bookmark: _e9iuabj9yd17]River Oaks Website:__http://roaks.dearbornschools.org/
[bookmark: _gt0e5x9k1dbx]Please subscribe to this blog. You will receive emails directly from Mr. Martin
[bookmark: _qjas6ivlwkmu]River Oaks main office: 313-827-6750

	INSTRUCTION
	[bookmark: _g45jby4yhfib]Teacher will provide two days of virtual sessions via zoom and two days of face-to-face instruction; the face-to-face sessions will be Learning Labs that consist of 1-5 student(s) and will be held at River Oaks. The fifth day of instruction will be used as makeup sessions for students that miss sessions throughout the week.  
· [bookmark: _f7b34hh9xhg3]The first week of instruction will consist of parent communication, resource pickup, and an optional orientation. 
· [bookmark: _ecrdhi5mgrsl]Schoology will be the main platform for where teachers and staff will be communicating and uploading student work. Please visit http://dearbornschools.schoology.com 
· [bookmark: _dzxgilkrrajg][bookmark: _gevykfprbja5][bookmark: _GoBack]Weekly lessons and resources will be provided by the students' teacher. Learning Labs: Students that I will be working with virtually will also have the opportunity to meet face-to-face in Learning Labs. These sessions will be held at River Oaks and are agreed upon by the parent and teacher. Students that attend Learning Labs will receive support with assignments, essential standards, or tasks that they need extra support with. 

	RESOURCES 
	[bookmark: _wxg8m5kjhec4]Below is the content that we will utilize for online learning once it is all accessible.
[bookmark: _xrquguhlgkzv]Benchmark Universe 
· [bookmark: _d4lnucljow2a] Benchmark Universe is the new Language Arts Curriculum that will be used by Dearborn Public Schools. This platform includes content knowledge that is aligned across all grade levels. With an integration of science, social studies, and literacy topics—teachers are able to introduce lessons that are aligned with grade level content and focus on essential standards. 
· [bookmark: _ceveceqta3ed]Benchmark Universe is ELL friendly! With Integrated English Language Development support (iELD) teachers can tell where the lessons are most linguistically demanding and teach those sections with supports that tailor to the needs of ELs. 
· [bookmark: _8jjp09bwua8o]The curriculum also includes Intervention support which is a great tool for students that are struggling, or are English Language Learners. To access student resources, homework (workbooks) visit https://dearbornpsd.benchmarkuniverse.com/
· Eureka Math(websites, student resources for at home(workbooks), available videos, what assessments will look like etc..)https://eurekamath.greatminds.org/en-us/eureka-math-in-sync, https://embarc.online/

· Benchmark( student online access, student resources for at home(work books), website, etc..https://dearbornpsd.benchmarkuniverse.com/

· Science and Social Studies- Embedded into the new ELA resource, but we also have Mystery Science https://mysteryscience.com/ for Science and Open Book for Social Studies- online text book http://textbooks.wmisd.org/index.html
· 

	BUILDING COMMUNITY AND CULTURE
	· TBD



[bookmark: _t2t7h063ztt7]Although this school year is very different from what we are used to, it's important to remember that this is a learning experience for everyone. What’s important is that we’re all in this together. With the fluidity and flexibility of things, parents and students should keep in mind that teachers are looking to support them in any way possible. Therefore, don’t hesitate to reach out and communicate with teachers and staff when you need support. Build routines at home that make learning enjoyable and exciting; some procedures and routines that I recommend are making sure he/she is utilizing their time wisely, completing assignments in a timely manner,and  staying on task.
[bookmark: _pfonbt65uq2n] I look forward to seeing all your faces virtually very soon and hope that we're only that much closer to going back to our buildings, classrooms, and normal way of interacting with one another. 

Best regards, 

Ms. Chamseddine
5th Grade Teacher
[bookmark: _wxjhwvfxpams]River Oaks Elementary 

image1.jpg




