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Peer Teaching Assignment
Ancient Greece
1. Design history lesson on assigned chapter. You may use the Peer Teaching Lesson Template to write it up and organize your information. 
2. Make five copies of the lesson plan.

3. Prepare all the materials needed to teach the lesson for 15-20 to 28 students
4. Teach the lesson to your peers as though they were elementary students.

Be sure to think about the following things:
· Write at least two questions in your lesson plan that might be used to determine the prior knowledge that your students possess related to your topic.  Also, write at least five questions you might ask to assess your student’s knowledge as the lesson unfolds.
· Think about how you will structure your time. You may not have time to present the complete lesson.
· Use the hands-on materials and active, concrete instruction during your lesson in class.  Your peers will give you feedback on your lesson.  They may also be interested in your source(s) of ideas, so include reference information on your lesson plan. 
· While you teach your lesson, you will be responsible for focusing on each of the following three areas:
a. Your presence: How do you hold yourself?  Do you maintain eye contact?  How do you speak?  (Too fast or too slow; clearly).  Do you face the students, or do you talk to the chalkboard?  Do you use repeated phrases such as “um” or “ah”) Do you look confident?  Do you look intimidating?  Friendly?  Timid?  Scared?
b. Your lesson development: Did you capture and hold the interest of your students?  Were the students engaged in the lesson?  Were they busy doing, or thinking, or both?  Did the ideas in your lesson flow?  Was the pacing reasonable?  Did you try to cover too much or too little material during the lesson?  What was it that the students were supposed to be able to do?  To understand?

Some other thoughts about planning lessons you would teach to children: 

Be conscious of safety, nutrition, and too much emphasis on extrinsic rewards.  If you make your own materials, make them attractive and durable enough to be used with children. Think about whether the materials will lead children to understand content or will actually distract them from doing so.  Keep in mind your real purpose in teaching the lesson.  Beware of lessons that are cute but have no substance, lessons that guarantee success in getting right answers but do not challenge, and lessons that are “fun” but have no educational value.

Note:  When acting as an observer for someone else’s lesson, you may find it helpful to think like a child.  However, behave like an adult.  This is not a lesson on classroom management.
Peer Teaching Rubric
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	Motivation
	· Connects to prior knowledge

· Captures student interest

· Relates to the objective

· Gives students a reason for learning
	Three out of four elements are present
	One or two elements are present
	No motivation for learning

	Professionalism 
	· Is respectful to peers and students
	Had to be reminded once.
	Had to be reminded more than once
	Was not professional at all.

	Instructional Presentation
	· Teaches the learning targets.
· Engages the learner

· Provides opportunities for learner involvement
	Two out of three elements of  effective instruction are present
	
	One or less elements of  effective instruction are present

	Practice, Application, Assessment
	· Assesses the objective

· Enables the teacher to evaluate how well the student understands the objective
	Mostly effective assessment
	Somewhat effective
	No assessment

	Materials
	Uses concrete materials, pictures, and symbols
	Uses two out of three
	Uses one
	No materials

	Time
	15-20 minutes
	Had to be stopped during assessment or 10-13 minutes
	Had to be stopped before assessment was started or less than 10 minutes
	Less than 5 minutes

	Presence (peer)
	Maintain eye contact. 

Face the students.

Fluent, clear speech

Confident but not intimidating
	Three out of four
	One or two out of four
	Lack of presence

	Lesson Development (peer)
	Did you capture and hold the interest of your students?  
Were the students engaged in the lesson?  
Were they busy doing, or thinking, or both?  
Did the ideas in your lesson flow?  
Was the pacing reasonable?  
	Four out of five
	Two or three out of five
	One or lacking lesson development

	Questioning (peer)
	Many in-depth questions were asked during the lesson by the teacher and students

Many questions were asked to assess the students’ understanding (Why?) 
	Some questioning or many low level questions
	Little questioning
	No questions

	Lesson Plan
	All required elements included in sufficient detail (6)
	Most required elements included (4)
	Some required elements included (2)
	No lesson plan (0)

	TOTAL
	/100
	
	
	


