
8th ELA
With Mr. Blake

Contact Info:
Email is the best 
and quickest way 
to reach me. 

Email: 
blakej1@dearbornsc
hools.org

Welcome to 8th Grade

This year we are going to take everything 
you have learned about ELA and apply it 
on a deeper level. 
We will experience thought provoking 
texts and novels. When we read we will 
strive for A greater understanding and 
deeper analysis. As we do this we will see 
increased skills in reading and writing.

This will not be an easy thing. This years 
challenges extend beyond those we will 
face in the classroom. But, working 
together, I am very confident that 
everything that we do this year will help 
to prepare you for your future in 
education and in life. 

Together, if we don’t quit, we keep asking 
questions, push for understanding and 
never give up we can have the greatest 
educational experience you have ever 
had. I’m not sure what the year will look 
like, but if we support each other, respect 
each other, and work together we can 
make this the best year ever!

“Once you learn to read, you will be 
forever free.” - Frederick Douglass

Year-long Goals
● Grow stronger and more 

confident as a reader and a 
writer. 

● Find books you love and read 
a lot. 

● Understand and use the 
power of your voice. Find 
topics you care about. 
Research them. Sort out the 
junk. 

Make a difference 
in the world. 



Work Policies 
● Work should always be done to the best of 

your abilities and should be solely your own. 
● Plagiarized or no work submitted is a 0 (zero). 
● Work that is late is only accepted 1 week after 

the due date and is eligible for only for ½credit. 
● Summative assessments are eligible for 

redos/retakes when under a 69% and you have 
meet with me to discuss the week it is returned. 

● Formative assignments are practice and not 
eligible for regrading. You are encouraged to 
fix, in order to get more practice and learn 
from your mistakes.

Grading Scale
A+ = 99-!00%
A = 93-98
A- = 90-92
B+ = 87-89
B- = 83-86
B = 80-82
C+ = 77-79
C = 73-76
C- = 70-72

Grades
Grades are a representation of your knowledge and 

skills. They will fluctuate on a daily basis and serve to guide 
you on where you are at in the learning process. Using that 
information with a growth mindset will allow you to reach 
success.

According to Dearborn School’s Policy, summative 
assessments (tests, projects, essays etc) are worth 80% of the 
course grade. Practice formative assignments will count for 
the other 20%.

Grading for middle school will be different than in 
years past Middle School grades will run cumulative for the 
semester. What this means is the your Cardmarking 1 score 
will continue to be counted in Cardmarking 2 which will end 
in your Semester 1 grade. This is this is the same as the high 
school. You will start fresh in Cardmarking 3 and those scores 
will continue to be counted in Cardmarking 4 and result in 
your Semester 2 grade.
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D+ = 67-69
D = 63-66
D- = 60-62
E = 0=59.9
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“Tweet others the way you want to be 
tweeted.” - Germany kent

Digital Links

● INDEPENDENT READING: Sora
Audible
Project Gutenberg

● Schoology

● Read Write Think digital student tools

● TED Talks from authors

● Poetry

https://soraapp.com/welcome
https://www.audible.com/ep/freetrial?source_code=GO1GB12109141890IY&device=d&ds_rl=1262685&ds_rl=1257028&ds_rl=1260658&cvosrc=ppc.google.audible&cvo_campaign=226473129&cvo_crid=384320085246&Matchtype=e&gclid=CjwKCAjwltH3BRB6EiwAhj0IUGkIDMht_xzu7Obb6H2NJ4cKzQDY1l3jQ2TA1Frt655VSC-VF7YdERoCXLAQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.gutenberg.org/
https://dearbornschools.schoology.com/home
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/
https://www.ted.com/playlists/194/10_talks_from_authors
http://poets.org


Reading at Home
Support reading as a family: 

1. Agree to turn off electronics to 
drop everything and read for 
at least 20 minutes/night.

2. Read together.  Talk about 
books as a family. Listen to 
books in the car (audio books 
are amazing!).  Read books at 
bedtime.

3. Realize that you WILL get 
smarter by dedicating reading 
time at home--have a growth 
mindset!

Independent Reading
With the current situation , you will be reading 1 independent book a card 
marking of at least 250 pages and completing 1 book form about the book. 

Choose books that: 
● Interest you; not just by lexile 
● You can understand 
● Are new to you (haven’t read before- No, The Giver or Legend) 
● Are appropriate for you; comfortable with subject matter/style 
● Are suitable for middle school and beyond ( no more, Diary of A Wimpy 

Kid) 
● Are not a movie ( no, The Outsiders)

 You may read more for extra credit as long as they meet the requirements 
above. If you don’t meet the above requirements, they don’t count for class. 
The goal is for you to enjoy reading and grow as a reader!
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Why is Reading at 
Home Important?

When a student reads 20 minutes a day 
at home, that student reads 1,800,000 
words a year compared to 8,000 words 
per year for a student who reads one 
minute or less. 

Students who read 20 minutes a day at 
home also perform 90% better on all 
content area assessments than their 
classmates who do not read. Reading as 
much and as well as you can is a key to 
your success in school and beyond!


