
                                                                               Name___________________      

           Date____________________                                     

   Hour____________________ 

Stout Middle School 
Sixth Grade English Language Arts 

Teacher:  Mr. Melvin    Contact Information:  Telephone: (313) 827-4600   

                                                                                Email: melvinj@dearbornschools.org 

                                                                                Classroom: H-7 

                                                                                Blog Site: www.iblog.dearbornschools.org/melvinj 

 

   Please understand that phone calls and emails may not be answered immediately, due to teaching multiple classes.  

Please allow 24 hours for a reply.  I am free to meet before or after school, by appointment only. 

 

Course Description:  Students will learn to become stronger readers, writers, speakers, and listeners this year.  This 

class will use Reading Apprenticeship to help students (1) discover what kinds of reading they enjoy, (2) take 

control of their reading by breaking down difficult texts, and (3) learn strategies that will make reading easier in all 

of their classes. 

We will use the Reading Apprenticeship framework to give students freedom and responsibility to read 

extensively in books they choose.  This will be used along with whole class instruction on reading for 

comprehension, accuracy, fluency, and to expand vocabulary.  Students will be assigned homework daily, even if it 

is only to read for 20 minutes.  Students will be required to bring a “Good Fit” book to class daily.  Please check the 

blog to stay up to date on assignments.  

  

Classroom Rules and Expectations:   
1. Be in your seat, with your materials, reading when class begins to avoid being marked tardy. 

2. Bring your planner, pencils/pens, chosen reading book, binder, and any homework. 

3. Listen carefully and follow directions the first time they are given. 

4. Raise your hand and wait to be called on before speaking. 

5. Respect others.  Be kind with your words and actions. 

6. Respect things that belong to your school, your classmates, and your teachers. 

 

Failure to comply with the classroom expectations may result in: 

 -Student being separated to complete a Restorative Reflection in Mr. Melvin’s classroom. 

 -Student being sent to Restorative Room to reflect on how their behavior affects others. 

 -Parent notification (via phone or email). 

 -After School Detention (if missed for any reason, will become ___ detentions). 

 -Extreme cases will result in a behavioral referral being sent to the Assistant Principal, 

and a conference may be scheduled with parent, teacher(s), and student. 

 

Planner:  Planners need to be with students at all times.  You will be given one planner for free at the beginning of 

the school year.  If you lose your planner, you must purchase another one in __________ for $5.00.  Students will 

be responsible for recording class activities and homework at the end of class each day.   

 

Passes:  Stout Middle School uses an electronic hall pass system.  Students must get Mr. Melvin’s approval and 

create an e-hallpass before leaving to use the bathroom, get a drink, go to their locker, or visit the library.   Each 

student gets 5 passes per ten-week marking period.  When passes are gone, students will remain in the room. 

Unused passes will earn students ___ formative point of extra credit per unused pass, up to___ total points. 

 

Homework: Homework will be posted on the blog and discussed in class.  Homework is to be turned in the 

following day, unless otherwise directed.  Homework must be completed neatly and thoroughly by the beginning of 

class to receive full credit.  Mr. Melvin will stamp all completed work to show that it was completed on time.  Poor 

quality or incomplete work is not accepted under any circumstances.  Late work will be subject to a 20% penalty. 

 

Absences: When students are absent, they are responsible for checking the calendar/blog, getting their assignments 

from the __________ “Extra Copies” folder, and turning them in.  If a student is absent on the day an assignment is 

due, he or she should plan to turn it in the day he or she returns to school.  If you know you will be absent in 

advance, please let Mr. Melvin know. 
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________________________________       ______________________________                __________________ 

                   Parent Signature                                            Email Address                                                 Date 

                                                                  

Projects: Students will be expected to complete projects and essays independently, as well as in groups.  Students 

will be given some class time to work on projects, but should plan to work on them after school as well.  Turning in 

the same writing or exact same project as another student will be considered plagiarism, and will result in a ______ 

for the assignment, as well as having to redo the assignment. 

 

Grading Procedures:  Students’ grades are based on points earned on tasks completed in and out of class.  The 

points are added together for the final marking period grade.  Assignments like in-class work, homework, rough 

drafts, and grammar practice are considered formative (they help form knowledge) and count for 20% of students’ 

overall grades.  Quizzes, tests, projects, and essays are considered summative and count for 80% of students’ 

overall grades.  This is a policy across Stout Middle School. Students will be assessed every two weeks on a new 

concept, as well as at the end of each unit.  Plan to study for tests, as mastery of these skills is expected.  If students 

are absent on the day of a test or quiz, they are to make it up the day they return to school. Quizzes may be 

unannounced. 

 

Grading Scale: 

A+  100%              4.0 

A     93-99.9% 

A-   90-92.9%        3.7 

 

B+   87-89.9%       3.3 

B     83-86.9%       3.0 

B-    80-82.9%       2.7 

 

C+   77-79.9%       2.3 

C     73-76.9%       2.0 

C-    70-72.9%       1.7 

 

D+   67-69.9%       1.3 

D     63-66.9%       1.0 

D-    60-62.9%       0.7 

 

E     59.9% or below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One thing Mr. Melvin should know that will help my student be successful is… 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parents and guardians, please sign here, indicating that you have read and understand the syllabus.  If you have any 

questions, please email me!  --Mr. Josh Melvin 

Suggested Supplies for Mr. Melvin’s English Language Arts Class: 

 
___ One three-ring binder (1 inch or wider) 

 

___ Three packs of loose leaf paper (wide ruled preferred) 

 

___ 5 dividers for binder (1 pack) 

 

___ One box of tissues or one container of disinfecting wipes 

 

___ 10 or more Pencils (#2 preferred) 

 

Most items can be found at local dollar stores, Meijer, Target, Walmart, etc. 


