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STOUT MIDDLE STCHIODOL
HIXTH GRADE ENLGEGLISH LANGLALGE ARTS

Teacher: Mr. Melvin

Contact Information:
Telephone: (313) 827-4600
Email: melvinj@dearbornschools.org
Classroom: D — 4
Blog Site: www.iblog.dearbornschools.org/melvinj

Please understand that phone calls and emails may not be answered immediately, due to teaching multiple classes.
Please allow 24 hours for a reply. | am free to meet before or after school, by appointment only.

Course Description: Students will learn to become stronger readers, writers, speakers, and listeners this year. We
will read different genres and practice writing in those genres. We will study how great authors write and
incorporate their skills into our own. Students must be open to creating new ideas and respectful of others’ ideas.

We will use the “Daily 5” framework to give students freedom and responsibility to work on assignments
of their own choice each week. This will be used along with whole class instruction on reading for comprehension,
accuracy, fluency, and to expand vocabulary. Students will be assigned homework daily, even if it is only to read
for 20 minutes. Please check the blog to stay up to date on assignments.

Classroom Rules and Expectations:

Be in your seat, with your materials, ready to start when it is time for class, or you will be marked tardy.
Bring your planner, pencils/pens, chosen reading book, binder, and any homework.

Listen carefully and follow directions the first time they are given.

Raise your hand and wait to be called on before speaking.

Respect others. Be kind with your words and actions.

Respect things that belong to your school, your classmates, and your teachers.
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Failure to comply with the classroom expectations will result in:
-Student being sent to Responsibility Room to reflect on how behavior affects others.
-Parent notification (via phone or email).
-After School Detention (if missed for any reason, will become 2 detentions).
-Restorative Hours spent working in Mr. Melvin’s class or around the building.
-Extreme cases will result in a behavioral referral being sent to the Assistant Principal,
and a conference may be scheduled with parent, teacher(s), and student.

Planner: Planners need to be with students at all times. You will be given one planner for free at the beginning of
the school year. If you lose your planner, you must purchase another one in the office for $5.00. Students will be
responsible for recording class activities and homework at the end of class each day. Also, if you need to leave the
room to go to your locker, the office, or the bathroom, you must have your planner to do so. No Planner = No
Pass. Each student gets 5 passes per marking period.

Homework: Homework will be posted on the blog. Homework is to be turned in the following day, unless
otherwise directed. Homework must be completed neatly and thoroughly by the beginning of class to receive full
credit. Poor quality is not accepted under any circumstances. Late work will be subject to a 20% penalty. Work
without a student’s name/correct heading will be subject to a 10% penalty.

Absences: When students are absent, they are responsible for checking the calendar/blog, getting their assignments
from the green “Extra Copies” folder, and turning them in. If a student is absent on the day an assignment is due, he
or she should plan to turn it in the day he or she returns to school. If you know you will be absent in advance, please
let Mr. Melvin know and he can get assignments ready so no work is missed.

Parent Signature What is the best way to contact you? Date
Please write an email address and phone number.
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Projects: Students will be expected to complete projects and essays independently, as well as in groups. Students
will be given some class time to work on projects, but please plan to work on them at home as well. Turning in the
same writing or exact same project as another student will be considered plagiarism, and will result in a zero for the
assignment, as well as having to redo the assignment.

Grading Procedures: Students’ grades are based on points earned on tasks completed in and out of class. The
points are added together for the final marking period grade. Assignments like in-class work, homework, rough
drafts, and grammar practice are considered formative (they help form knowledge) and count for 20% of students’
overall grades. Quizzes, tests, projects, and essays are considered summative and count for 80% of students’
overall grades. This is a policy across Stout Middle School. Students will take notes every two weeks, and will be
tested on the information in those notes every other Friday. Plan to study for tests, as mastery of these skills is
expected. If students are absent on the day of a test or quiz, they are to make it up the day they return to school.
Quizzes may be unannounced.
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Dearborn Public 5chools accept a parent's assertion that he or she needs language assistance without requiring additional corroboration.  For free help with
understanding the content of this document, please call the Student Services office 827-3005 for translation/interprefation assisfance.
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Erench Les écoles de Dearborn vous offrent le sarvice de traduction sans aucune condition. Si vous souhaitez avoir le service gratuit pour comprendrea b
contenu de ce document, priére d'appeler le bureau de Services aux Etudiants 827-3005.

Spanish Las escuelas de Dearborn aceptan la afirmacién de un padre que &l o ella necesita ayuda con el idioma sin necesidad de corroboracion adicional. Para
obtener ayuda gratuita con la comprension del contenido de este documento, por favor llame a la oficina de Servicios de los Estudiantes B27-3005 para recibir
asistencia de traduccion [ interpretacion.

lfzlign Scuole Dearborn accettare I'affermazione di un genitore che lui o lei ha bisogno di assistenza lingua senza bisogno di ulteriori conferme. Per aiuto con la
comprensione del contenuto di questo documento, si prega di chiamare I'ufficio Student Services B27-3005 per la traduzione [ interpretazione di assistenza.
Albgnian Shkolla DEARBORN prancjné pohimin e t& prindérve qé ai ose ajo ka nevojé pér ndihmé té gjubés pa kérkuar vartetim shiess. Pér ndihmé liré me
kuptuar pérmbajtjen e kétij dokumenti, ju lutemi telefononi zyrén e shérbimeve pér studentd B27-3005 pér pérkthim | interpretim ndihmé.

Bomanign Scolile erasului Dearborn accepta orice declaratie parinteasca care atesta nevoia copilul de assistenta cu limba engleza fara nici o dovada
suplimentara. Daca aveli nevoie sa intelageti acest document da-ti telefon la oficiul serviciilor scolare la numarul 827-3005 pentru a primi asistenta cu translatia
sau interpretarea lui.
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One thing Mr. Melvin should know that will help my student be successful is...

Parents and Guardians, please sign here, indicating that you have read and understand the syllabus. If you have any
questions, please email me! --Mr. Josh Melvin (melvinj@dearbornschools.org)

Parent Signature What is the best way to contact you? Date
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