Movie Review Assignment Sheet 

  

Overview: History is a craft and writing is the craft of the historian. It is the medium that any historian must use to disseminate interpretations of the past to the public and fellow historians. In many ways the historian is much like a detective; gathering and evaluating evidence, forming hypothesis and drawing conclusions in order to find out who done it. History is not memorizing facts, dates and people; it is how the historian analyzes and interprets information.   Film is history, it is a primary source that can be analyzed and interpreted, and the film does not have to be about an historical event. For example who knew that Independence Day could be about illegal immigration or V for Vendetta about Margaret Thatcher’s England. Your task is to view a film that has political themes and to write an analysis of that film connecting it to issues discussed in class. 

Description: A film analysis is not a review or summary of the plot, it should go deeper into analysis and reaction. It should discuss the issues raised by the film, address the film’s importance and purpose, state reactions to the content and quality of the film, and connect it to ideas and material presented in class. It should be a minimum of 3 pages and include the following (in any order you choose). 

Procedure: 
       Describe the film in general terms. What subjects does it cover? Describe the plot and setting. What issues does it raise? What do you see as the main purpose of the film? 

  

       What are the major theme(s) of the film? 

  

       Evaluate the film for quality and interest. Comment on the screenplay, acting, direction, production values and music. Are any literary techniques such as symbolism, character development and foreshadowing used? Would a young person be interested in this film? 

  

       Relate the film to class discussions, readings, notes or knowledge. Is the film historically (or factually) accurate and realistic? Does it contradict or support anything you have learned? 
· Must find evidence to back up EVERY statement in MLA format (-10 points if not) 
  

       Summarize briefly emphasizing the strengths and weaknesses of the film.
Requirements: 

       All papers must have a title page, be typed, double spaced with a 12 pt. Font, Times New Roman (-5 points if not) 
       All pages must have appropriately sized margins.  (-1 point if not) 
       All papers must contain information detailed in the procedure section of these guidelines. 

       All papers must be stapled together. 
MLA format must be used as well as finding outside resources (primary, secondary) that help influence your analysis of the film
Another option can be a Creative Writing Assignment: 
(1) write a new ending to the story;
(2) add new characters or new events to an existing scene and show how the story changes as a result; 
(3) write an additional scene or incident, with its own setting, action, and dialogue; 
(4) expand the back-story of one of the characters and make it into a separate story; 
(5) write a letter from a character in the story to the student, or from a character in the story to the class, or from one character in the story to another character in the story, or from the student to a character in the story; (6) outline, story board, or write a sequel.

  Movie Review Assignment Sheet: Analysis Grading Sheet
Introduction: 

5 – Demonstrates an excellent understanding of the assignment. It has an engaging introductory sentence, context, raises excellent questions and has a strong thesis. 

4 – Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the assignment. It has a good introductory sentence, some context, raises some excellent questions and has a good thesis. 

3 - Demonstrates an good understanding of the assignment. It has an good introductory sentence, limited context, raises some questions and has a competent thesis. 

2 - Demonstrates an understanding of the assignment. It has an introductory sentence, context, raises some questions and has a thesis. 

1 - Demonstrates a less than competent understanding of the assignment. It has little or no introductory sentence, context, or questions. The paper may lack a thesis statement. 

Body: 

20 – Demonstrates an excellent understanding of the assignment. All questions are answered fully with in depth analysis and interpretation. The answers are accurate and the writing is articulate and sophisticated. The facts are vivid, explicit, effective and multiple. There are few grammatical mistakes and overall the paper is well written. It also has appropriate citations with a works cited page done correctly in MLA format
17 – Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the assignment. All questions are answered fully with analysis and interpretation. The answers are accurate and the writing is articulate and sophisticated. The facts are vivid, explicit, effective. There are some grammatical mistakes and overall the paper is well written. It also has appropriate citations with a works cited page done correctly in MLA format
14 - Demonstrates an good understanding of the assignment. Most questions are answered with in analysis and interpretation. The answers are fairly accurate and the writing is articulate. There are a few facts. There grammatical mistakes and overall the paper is acceptable. It has some appropriate citations with a works cited page done somewhat correctly in MLA format
12 - Demonstrates an understanding of the assignment. Most questions are answered fully with some analysis and interpretation. The answers are somewhat accurate and the writing is standard. There are few facts. There are many grammatical mistakes and overall the paper is poorly organized and written. It also has appropriate citations with a works cited page done correctly in MLA format
8 - Demonstrates a less than competent understanding of the assignment. It has little or no analysis. The paper may lack answers and the writing is poor. Limited facts and multiple grammatical error. Organization is poor and over quality is not present. 

Conclusions: 

5 – Demonstrates an excellent understanding of the assignment. It has an engaging conclusion that summarizes the evidence and connects to the thesis and body. 

4 - Demonstrates an thorough understanding of the assignment. It has a good conclusion that summarizes the evidence and connects to the thesis and body 

3 - Demonstrates an good understanding of the assignment. It has a conclusion which restates the introduction and summarizes the evidence somewhat. 

2 - Demonstrates an understanding of the assignment. It has a standard conclusion that summarizes somewhat and is poorly written. 

1 - Demonstrates a less than competent understanding of the assignment. It has little or no conclusion. 
Other parts: 
If you are distracting in class you will have points taken off. If it is a whole group they will all get points taken off, so be careful of whom you associate. I know the exam is over but we are not done this year and please be respectful to others, even if you are not writing an essay for that particular movie. 

I will not accept late papers. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

Score 

/30
Due date: 
Movie #1 May 19th by the start of your class time

Movie #2 May 23rd by the start of your class time

Movie #3 May 26th by the start of the hour
Movie #4 May 30th by the start of the hour

Movie #5 June 2nd by the start of the hour

Movie #6 June 5th emailed to me by midnight

Movie #7 June 7th by the start of the hour
Movie #8 June 12th emailed by midnight
