Chapter 39

The Stalemated Seventies
Terms to Know

Vietnamization

Nixon Doctrine

silent majority


My Lai Massacre

Kent State University

Pentagon Papers

détente

Miranda warning

Philadelphia Plan

Environment Protection Agency (EPA)

Earth Day

Southern strategy

War Powers Act

Watergate

“smoking gun” tape

Equal Rights Amendment

Roe v Wade

malaise speech

Salt II

Iranian Hostage Crisis

People to Know:

Henry Kissinger

Warren E. Burger

Rachel Carson

George McGovern

Gerald Ford

John Dean III

James Earl (Jimmy) Carter, Jr

Leonid Brezhnev

Questions

1. As the 1960’s were coming to a close, what also seemed to be ending? What happened to productivity rates during the 

    50’s and 60’s? Comparatively, what happened to productivity in the 1970’s?  (p. 938)

2.  What happened to average standard of living between 1970-1990? Why did the standard of living not decline?  (p.    

     938)

3.  What were some causes of the decline in productivity?  What role did the Vietnam War play in declining productivity 

     rates?  (p. 938-939)

4.  Why is military spending and welfare spending inherently inflationary?  What also led to inflation in the 1970’s? (p. 

     939)

5.  What happened to inflation in the 12 years after Nixon’s inauguration?  (p. 939)

6.  How did America’s lack of competition after World War II lead to its decline in steel, automobiles, and consumer 

     electronics? What countries were able to outperform the Americans in these fields by the 1970’s?  (p. 939)

7.  What did the stagnated economy and war in Vietnam end in terms of American optimism?  What else did it end in 

     regards to the New Deal? (p. 940)

8.  What was Nixon’s policy of Vietnamization?  Who was suppose to gradually take control of the war with American 

      training and assistance?   (p. 940)
9.  What was the so called Nixon Doctrine?  What did the American doves demand in regards to the war in Vietnam? 

     What did the doves plan in October of 1969?  (p. 940)

10.  By 1970, how many Americans had been killed in Vietnam? How many were wounded?  Why was the military in 

       Vietnam composed of the least privileged youth in America?  Why were blacks disproportionately involved and 

       killed?  (p. 940)
11.  What other difficulties did soldiers experience in Vietnam?  What happened in the My Lai Massacre?  (p. 941)

12.  Why did Nixon order the troops to attack Cambodia on April 29, 1970?  How did students respond to the attack in 

       Cambodia?  What happened at Kent State University and Jackson state University? (p. 941)

13. When did Nixon withdraw the troops from Cambodia?  How did Cambodia deepen the divide between hawks and 

      doves?  (p. 941-942)

14.  What was the 26th Amendment?  What was released in the Pentagon Papers?  (p. 942)

15.  Why did Nixon believe the road to peace in Vietnam went through Beijing and Moscow?  Who was Henry Kissinger 

       and what role did he play in organizing Nixon’s trip to China?  (p. 942)

16.  When did Nixon make his trip to China? What agreements did China and USA make?  (p. 942)
17. What was Nixon’s goal in traveling to the Kremlin in May 1972?  Why was Moscow ready to deal?  What benefit 

       did Nixon’s visits do for the relations with both China and Soviet Union?  What is détente?  (p. 942)

18.  What agreements did the US and USSR make in regards to missiles?  What was the benefit of the ABM and SALT 

        accords?  What was MIRV?  By the end of the 1980’s how many warheads did each side have?  (p. 943)

19.  What happened in Chile? Who did the Americans support instead of Allende?  (p. 943)

20.  What decisions did the Warren Court make over his time as Chief Justice?  Know the following cases:


a.  Griswold v Connecticut (1965)


b.  Gideon v Wainwright (1963)


c.  Escobedo (1964)  and Miranda (1966)


d.  New York Times v Sullivan (1964)


e.  Engel v Vitale (1962)


f. School District of Abington Township v Schempp (1963)


g.  Reynolds v Sims (1964)

21.  What type of justices was Nixon looking to appoint to the Supreme Court?  By 1971, how many justices had Nixon 

       appointed?  What court case did the Burger Court rule over that was a surprise to the nation and Nixon? (p. 945) 

22.  How did Nixon expand welfare programs and also entitlement programs?  What was the Philadelphia Plan?  What 

       did the Philadelphia essentially establish? What did it drastically alter?  (p. 945)

23.  What did the justices prohibit in the case Griggs v Duke? What did the court’s ruling strongly suggest to employees? 
         (p. 945) 

24.  What was the result of the Nixon’s and the court’s rulings on hiring and affirmative action?  (p. 945)

25.  What two agencies were created under Nixon’s presidency?  What was the purpose of goal of each agency?  Why 

        was Rachel Carson’s book Silent Spring (1962) so influential?  (p. 945)

26.  Why did Nixon impose a 90 day wage and prize freeze in 1971?  What else did he do in 1971 to improve the 

       nation’s exports?  What did this move end?  (p. 946)

27.  What was the “southern strategy?”  What issue dominated the 1972 election?  What happened in the Spring of 1972 

        in Vietnam?  Who was the Democratic candidate in 1972?  What happened to his vice-president choice?  (p. 946)
28.  What did Nixon’s campaign promise in regards to the war?  What happened 12 days before the election?  Who won 

        the 1972 election?  What percent of the youth aged 18-21 voted?  (p. 946-947)

29.  When was the cease-fire signed in Vietnam?  How does the textbook describe the cease-fire?  (p. 947)

30.  Why was the bombing of Cambodia controversial?  What did Nixon continue to do after January 1973?  Who was 

       Pol Pot and what did he do to his people in Cambodia?  What was the War Powers Act of 1973?  What was the goal 

       of the War Powers Act?  (p. 947)

31.  What was the “New Isolationism” of the 1970’s?  What happened to the draft?  (p. 947)

32.  What happened in the Middle East in 1973?  Who armed Syria and Egypt?  Who aided the Israelis?  Why did the 

        Americans fear Soviet intervention?  (p. 948)

33.  Why did the OPEC nations of the Middle East do in response to American support of Israel?  What effect did it have 

        in America?  (p. 948)

34.  What changes were enacted as a result of the “energy crisis” of 1973-74?  What era did this end in America?  What 

       was America’s behavior towards energy consumption?  What part of the world became increasingly more valuable 

       to America as a result?  (p. 948)
35.  Why were five men arrested at the Watergate apartment-office complex on June 17, 1972?  Who did they work for?  

        What other dirty tricks did Nixon use?  What happened with Vice President Spiro Agnew?  Who was chosen to 

         replace him?  (p. 949)

36.  What did Congress do in regards to Watergate from 1973-1974?  Who was John Dean III and what did he accuse the 

       White House and the president of doing?  What was the issue with the tapes and what was Saturday Night 

        Massacre?  (p. 949)

37.  Why did Nixon have to eventually give up the tapes for evidence?  What did the tapes reveal?  On what charges did 

       the House Judiciary Committee draw up impeachment charges?  Why did Nixon choose to resign on August 8, 

        1974?  (p. 950)

38. How did the resignation and the forgone impeachment of Nixon prove the strength of American republicanism and of 

      the Constitution? (p. 952)

39.  Why was their a sense of illegitimacy with President Ford?  What did Ford grant Nixon? How did the Democrats 

       respond?  (p. 952)
40. What was decided and why were the Helsinki Accords important?  Why did many Americans dislike détente?(P. 

      952)

41.  What happened in early 1975 in Vietnam?  Who had to be evacuated on April 29, 1975?  In total, how many 

       Vietnamese arrived in the United States?  (p. 953)

42.  What was the cost of the war? How many casualties and deaths were there in total?  Besides the loss in the war (not 

       technically, but yes), what else did the Americans lose? (p. 953)

43.  What strides did the feminist movement make in the 1970’s? (What happened in the following years: 1970, 1972 

       (twice)?  What did the following court cases rule: Reed v Reed (1971), Frontiero v Richardson (1973), and Roe v 

       Wade (1973)? (p. 956)
44.  What opposition did the Feminist movement have?  What happened to the ERA?  Who led the campaign to stop the 

        ERA?  What was her complaint?  (p. 956)
45.  Why is the court case Milliken v Bradley (1974) significant in increasing white flight?  What was another downside 

       of the court case?  How did affirmative action cause outrage?  Why is the Bakke case important in the history of 

         affirmative action?  How was the court’s decisions contradictory?  (p. 957)

46.  What happened at Alcatraz and Wounded Knee in 1970 and 1972?  What was decided in the United States v 

       Wheeler (1978) case?  (p. 957)

47. Who were the two candidates for president in 1976? What else made this year significant?  What did Carter run on 

      and why did many voters find him appealing?  Who won the 1976 election?  Who controlled Congress and what 

      hope did this bring to the nation?  (p. 960)

48. What victories did Carter have in the beginning? Why did this honeymoon period not last long?  What guided his 

      foreign policy agenda?  (p. 960)

49.  What happened at Camp David in 12978 between the U.S., Egypt, and Israel?  What did Carter do in regards to 

       China and Panama?  Despite these victories, what was happening with the Cold War and Soviet Union? (p. 961)

50.  What happened to the economy as soon as Carter was inaugurated? What truth did Americans learn in the 70’s in 

       regards to foreign trade?   What other ills tarnished the economy in 1970’s?  (p. 962)
51.  What did Carter view as the problem with the economy?  What happened in Iran in 1979?  How did the Revolution 

       hurt world oil supplies?  After his ten day hiatus at Camp David,. What did Carter say to the American people and 

        what did he do?  (p. 963)

52.  What was signed in Vienna in 1979?  Did it get ratified in the Senate?  Why?  What happened in Iran?  What 

       happened in Afghanistan in December 1979?  

53.  What was Carter’s response to the events of 1979?  What was Carter’s response to he Hostage Crisis?  (p. 964)
