Chapter 40

The Resurgence of Conservatism
Terms to Know

Proposition 13

supply-side economics

reaganomics                 Strategic Defense Initiative

Sandinistas

contras

glasnost

perestroika



Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF) 

Iran-Contra Affair

Moral Majority

Black Monday

Commonwealth of Independent States

Operation Desert Storm

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)

People to Know

Ronald Reagan
Margaret Thatcher

Mikhail Gorbachev

Saddam Hussein

Jerry Falwell

Sandra Day O’Connor

George H.W. Bush

Boris Yeltsin

Nelson Mandela

Manuel Noriega

Norman Schwarzkopf

Clarence Thomas

Questions: 
1.What did census figures say about America in 1980?  What was the New Right and who spearheaded the cause?  (p. 

   966)


2. What social issues were the New Right followers concerned about?  Coupled with the Old Right, what was the goal of 

     conservatism in the early 1980’s?  (p. 966-967)

3.  How did Ronald Reagan champion the New Right conservatism?  Who did he try to convince to leave the Democratic 

     Party? (p. 967)

4.  Who were the Neoconservatives?  What did they support and champion?  (p. 967)

5.  Describe Reagan’s professional and political career.  How did his political views change over time and what 

     happened in 1966?  (p. 967)

6.  Why was the nation ready for change during Carter’s presidency?  Who were the ABC’s?  (p. 967-968)

7.  Who slugged it out in the Democratic primary?  Who did the Republicans and Democrats nominate in 1980?  What 

     did each side attack in the campaign of 1980?  (p. 968)

8. Who won the election of 1980? Who took control of the Senate for the first time in 25 years?  (p. 968)

9. What did Carter address in his Farewell Address? Before leaving office, what bill did he sign?  After his presidency, 

    why did Carter earn much admiration?  (p. 968)

10.  What did the Iranians do on January 20, 1981?  After how many days?  (p. 969)

11.  As president, what was Reagan’s goal?  What does the following quote show about Reagan’s views: Government is 

       not the solution to the problem, it is the problem?  (p. 969)

12.  Why did the anti-government message have a audience by the 1980’s?  What was proposition 13?  (p. 969)

13.  How did Reagan pursue his smaller government policies? Who were the boll weevils?  (p. 970)

14.  what happened on march 6, 1981?  How long did it take Reagan to recover?  (p. 970)

15.  What percent cuts did Reagan want to make across the board?  What tax reforms did Reagan achieve in 1981?  What 

        was supply side economics?  (p. 970)

16.  What happened to the economy in 1982?  What happened to the automobile industry?  Who did Democrats blame 

       for the crisis? (p. 970)

17.  When did the economy start to recover?  In what ways was the economy not sound in the 1980’s?  Who were the 

       yuppies?  (p. 970-971)

18.  According to economists, what was the cause of the economic upturn?  How much did Reagan spend on military 

       expenditures on the 1980’s?  What happened to the federal budget as a result of the increased military 

       appropriations?  (p. 971)

19.  Why did America become the biggest borrower in the 1980’s in the global economy?  (p. 971)

20.  How did Reagan describe the Soviet Union?  How did Reagan want to deal with the Soviets?  What did he need to 

      do to accomplish that?  (p. 971)

21.  What did Reagan announce in March 1983?  What was his defense system suppose to do?  (Does anyone feel like 

       Reagan watched to much Sci-fi?)  All jokes aside, what was Reagan’s goal in announcing his Star Wars program? 

       (p. 971)

22.  What was Solidarity in Poland?  What other events happened in Reagan’s first term that showed Cold War tensions 

        increasing? (p. 972)

23.  Why did Reagan have to send troops to Lebanon in 1983? What happened on October 23, 1983?  (p. 972)

24.  Who were the Sandinistas? How did Carter deal with them?  How did Reagan deal with them?  (p. 973)

25.  What did Reagan do in El Salvador to protect it from communism?  What did he do in Grenada?  (p. 973)

26.  Who did the Democrats choose to run against Reagan in 1984?  Who did he choose as his running mate?  What was 

       the result of the 1984 election?  (p. 973)

27.  Who became chairman of the Soviet Communist Party in March 1985?  What was Gorbachev committed to?  (p. 

       973)

28.  What did the policy of Glasnost call for?  What did the policy of Perestroika call for?  (p. 973)

29.  What did adopting both Glasnost and Perestroika mean Gorbachev could not invest in?  (p. 974)

30.  What was accomplished at the four historic summits between Reagan and Gorbachev between 1985 and 1988?  (p. 

      974)

31.  What made the Iran-Contra scandal so controversial?  What was going on in Lebanon and Nicaragua that Reagan  

        could not solve? Why was Congress a roadblock for his goals?  (p. 975)

32.  How did Reagan respond when the Iran-Contra affair went public?  How did critics view Reagan as a result of the 

      affair? (p. 975)

33.  What economic principals did Reagan run for as president?  How much debt did Reagan add to the national debt?  

       Why did he add so much?  What consequence did this debt have on average Americans?  How did amassing the 

       large debt accomplish Reagan’s goal of ending programs from the Great Society?  (p. 975-976)

34.  What legacy of the 1980’s economy hurt middle-income earners?  (p. 976)

35.  Who was Jerry Falwell? What organization did he create?  What did Falwell preach against?  (p. 977)

36.  What was the religious right of the 1980’s in response to according to the text?  How did the religious right 

       movement in many ways mirror the left movement of the 1960’s?  (p. 977)

37.  How many conservative justices did Ronald Reagan appoint to the bench?  Why was the appointment of Sandra Day 

      O’Connor so important?  What two great icons of the liberal political culture did Reaganism repudiate?  (p. 978)

38.  How did the Court rule against affirmative action?  What two Court cases attempted to limit Roe v Wade?  (p. 978)

39.  What economic turmoil hit the United States in the later part of Reagan’s second term?  What happened on Black 

      Monday?  What impact did the economy, deficits, and Iran-Contra have on the Democratic primary of 1988?  (p. 

      979)

40.  Who did the Democrats nominate in 1988 for the presidency?  Who did the Republicans nominate?  Who won the 

       1988 presidential election?  (p. 979)

41.  How was it the season of Democracy in communist countries in the beginning of Bush’s presidency? What 

       happened in China?  What happened in Eastern Europe in 1989?  What historic event occurred in December of 

      1989?  When was Germany united again?  (p. 981)

42.  What happened in Soviet Union in August 1991?  Who helped Gorbachev stop the coup?  What did Gorbachev do in 

       December 1991? Why?  (p. 981)

43. What shocked the pundits about the end of communism in Europe?  What did the end of Communism also end in 

       the world?  (p. 981)

44.  What questioned were left unanswered with the end of the Soviet Union?  What happened in Chechnya in 1991?  

       What problem did the end of Communism cause in Eastern Europe?  (p. 983)

45.  How was the end of the Cold War also a mixed blessing for the United States?  (p. 983)

46.  What country attacked Kuwait in 1990? Why did Saddam Hussein attack?  What was the American response? (p. 

      984)

47.  Who was Norman Schwarzkopf and what was his plan to attack Saddam called?  Why was Saddam allowed to 

       remain in power?  (p. 984-985)

48.  What bill did Bush sign in 1990 that changed the lives of Americans with physical or mental disabilities?  (p. 985)

49. Who was Clarence Thomas?  Who was Anita Hill?  What was the eventual vote for Thomas in the Senate?  (p. 986)

50.  How did the economy eventually lead to the downfall of President Bush?  What campaign promise did Bush break? 

      (p. 986)

