Chapter 33:

The Great Depression and the New Deal
Terms to Know:

Brain Trust

New Deal

Hundred Days

Glass-Steagall Banking Reform Act

Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)

National Recovery Administration (NRA)



Agricultural Adjustment Administration (AAA)

Dust Bowl

Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA)

Social Security Act

Wagner Act

Fair Labor Standards 



Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO)

Court-Packing plan

Keynesianism 
People to Know:
Franklin Delano Roosevelt

Eleanor Roosevelt

Harry L. Hopkins
Father Charles Coughlin

Francis E. Townsend

Huey P. Long

Frances Perkins

Mary McLeod Bethune

Robert F. Wagner
Questions:  
1. How many people were unemployed in 1932?  How did this unemployment rate and also the depression affect the election of 1932?  (p. 770)

2. Who was the Republican candidate in 1932?  What was their platform? (p. 770)

3. Who was the Democratic candidate?  What was his political background?  How was he different than his cousin Teddy Roosevelt?  (p. 770)

4. How did Roosevelt’s paralysis help prepare him for the presidency? What else was a political asset for Roosevelt?  (p. 770-771)

5. What role did Eleanor Roosevelt play in the policies of the New Deal and also in her husband’s presidency?  Why was her relationship with her husband sometimes rocky?  (p. 771)

6. How did Roosevelt view the role of government in terms of relieving human suffering?  What was more expendable for him: humanity or money?  (p. 771)

7. What was the Democratic platform for the 1932 election? (p. 771-772)
8. How was Roosevelt contradictory during the 1932 election?  What was Hoover doing during the election? (p. 772)

9. What were the results of the 1932 election?  What characteristics of the election were distinct and marked a change?  Why was Roosevelt able to win so overwhelmingly?  (p. 773)

10. How did the lame duck period between Hoover’s presidency and Roosevelt’s presidency further exacerbate the depression?  

11. What famous quote did Roosevelt make during his inauguration speech?  What did Roosevelt declare from March 6-10?  What did he and his staff do during this time?  What was so remarkable of his first 100 days?  (p. 774)

12. What were the three R’s of Roosevelt’s New Deal policies?  What was the relationship between Congress and Roosevelt?  (p. 775)
13. What were some of the reforms that Roosevelt and Congress enacted?  Most of the laws passed were remnants from what period?  (p. 777)

14. What banking reform did Congress and Roosevelt pass in 1933?  What power did the law give Roosevelt?  How did Roosevelt convince the public of the importance of the investing again in banks?  (p. 776)

15. What did the Glass-Steagall Banking Reform Act establish?  Why was this an important piece of legislation?  (p. 776)

16. What did Roosevelt do in terms of gold and the nation’s currency?  What was the goal of Roosevelt’s managed currency policy?  Who challenged Roosevelt’s policy?  (p. 776)

17. What was the unemployment rate when Roosevelt took his inaugural oath?  What did Roosevelt want to do to eliminate people’s suffering?  (p. 778)
18. What was the goal of the following programs:

a. Civilian Conservation Corps

b. Emergency Relief Act

c. Agriculture Adjustment Act

d. Home Owners Loan Corporation

e. Civil Works Administration 
        19.  What made Father Charles Couglin, the radio priest such a explosive figure?  What happened to him in 1942?  (p. 779)

        20.  What did Senator Huey Long propose?  What was the basis of his “Share our Wealth” program?  What happened to him in 1935?  (p. 779)

        21.  What plan did Dr. Francis E. Townsend propose?  How many followers did he have and what age group were they?  (p. 779)

        22.  To quiet the unrest that was brewing, what organization did the federal government create?  What was the goal of the Works Progress 

                Administration?  How much money was spent by the WPA and how many people were employed by the administration?  (p. 779)

23.  What made Secretary of L:abor Frances Perkins so significant?  What job did Mary McLeod Bethune have?  (p. 780)

24.  What advancements did Ruth Benedict and Margaret Mead make?  How about Pearl Buck?  (p. 780)

25.  What was the goal and intent of the National Recovery Administration?  What codes of fair competition were established by the NRA?  How did labor 
        benefit from the NRA?  In the end, why was the NRA not successful?  What did the Supreme Court do in 1935?  (p. 781-782)
26.  What was the goal of the Public Works Administration?  Who headed the agency?  What dam was constructed as a result of the PWA? Why did it appear 

       to be the height of folly?  Why did the dam later become so useful?  (p. 782)

27.  Why did Roosevelt convince Congress to pass the Beer and Wine Act?  What was the percent allowed and what was the tax rate?  What was the 21st 

       amendment?  (p. 782-783)

28.  Why did the federal government pay farmers not to farm?  Why was this “subsidized scarcity” ridiculed by so many?  What did the Soil Conservation 

       and Domestic Allotment Act of 1936 do?  What changed with the Second AAA of 1938?  (p. 783)
29.  What was the Dust Bowl and where did it occur?  In what ways did humans play a role in the dust bowl?  How many Oklahomans and Arkansans fled or  

       migrated as result of the dust bowl? What novel accurately displayed the trials and tribulations of these migrants?    (p. 783-784)
30.  How did the Frazier-Lemke Farm Bankruptcy Act try to help the dust bowlers?  What did the Resettlement Act do?  What role did the CCC have in 

       helping another Dust Bull from occurring again?  (p. 784)
31.  What did the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934 do?  Why did some Native American tribes reject the act?  (p. 784)

32.  What did the Federal Securities Act do?  What did the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) do? What did the Public Utility Holding Company 

        Act of 1935 do?   (p. 784-785)

33.  Why did Tennessee present an attractive opportunity to New Dealers?  What was the goal of the Tennessee Valley Authority?  What was the fear many 

        companies and also Americans had of the TVA?  (p. 785-786)

34.  What were the achievements of the TVA?  What other rivers benefitted from similar programs?  What was the benefit of all these dams?  (p. 788)
35.  What was the goal of the Federal Housing Act of 1934?  What makes the FHA significant?  What was the goal of the United States Housing Authority?  

       Why did many critics attack it?  What benefit did it bring?  (p. 788-789)

36.  What was the purpose of the Social Securities Act of 1935?  Who did the act benefit?  How do we pay for social security today?  Why did the 

       government feel the need to have such a far reaching law?  (p. 789)

37.  What did the Wagner Act of 1935 do?  What board did it create?  (p. 790)

38.  Who was John L. Lewis?  What did he create in 1935?  What was the new revolutionary technique used at the GM plant in Flint?  What did the CIO gain 

       for its union a s result of the strike?  (p. 790)
39.  What happened in South Chicago in 1937?  What did the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 do?  (p. 790)

40.  How does the following quote from a mill worker summarize Roosevelt’s view towards labor: “the only man we ever had in the White House who 

       would know that my boss is a s.o.b. (p. 790)

41.  Who did the Republicans nominate for the presidency in 1936?  What was their platform?  What was the result of the election of 1936?  What were the 

       results in Congress? (p. 792)

42.  Why was Roosevelt able to win so easily in 1936?  Who was attracted to the Democratic party?  (p. 792)

43.  What did the 20th amendment establish?  How was the Supreme Court a throne in Roosevelt’s side?  How did Roosevelt view the Supreme Court?  How 

       were they ruling against the will of the people?  (p. 793)

44.  What was Roosevelt’s solution for the Supreme Court?  How did this decision hurt Roosevelt?  How did the Court change tone during 1937?  In the end, 

        how many appointments was Roosevelt able to make during his presidency to the Supreme Court?  How did his attempt to pack the court misfire?  (p. 

        793-794)
45.  From 1933-1936, what was the difference in unemployment?  What happened in 1937?  How did the federal government cause the recession of 1937?  

       Who was John Maynard Keynes?  What did he suggest Roosevelt do?  What is Keynesianism?  (p. 794-795)

46.  What did the Hatch Act of 1939 do?  About what year did the New Deal pl\policies lose its momentum?  What happened in the 1938 congressional 

        elections? (p. 796)

47.  What did the critics say about the New Deal? Summarize page 796.  

48.  What were the benefits of the New Deal and Roosevelt? P. 797-798 

To me, the positives and negatives of the New Deal and Roosevelt from pages 796-798 appear to be a good topic for a DBQ question. 

