Chapter 32: 
The Politics of Boom and Bust
Terms to Know: 

Adkins v Children’s Hospital

Nine-Power Treaty

Kellogg-Briand Pact



Fordney-McCumber Tariff Law
Teapot Dome Scandal

McNary-Haugen Bill

Dawes Plan

Hawley-Smoot tariff

Black Tuesday

Hoovervilles

Reconstruction Finance Corporation (RFC)

Norris-LA Guardia Anti-Injunction Act

Bonus Army

People to Know

Bonus Army

Warren G. Harding

Albert B. Fall

John W. Davis

Albert E. Smith

Questions



1.  What three republican presidents led the country during the 1920’s?  How did the Republicans seek to serve the 

     public good?  What role did the United States take in world affairs?  (p. 746)

2.  Describe Warren G. Harding.  What faults did Harding have as a president?  (p. 746)

3.  What role did the following men have in Harding’s cabinet and describe each one? (p. 747)


a.  Charles Evans Hughes


b.  Andrew Mellon


c.  Herbert Hoover


d.  Albert Fall


e.  Harry Daugherty

4.  As the republican Old Guard settled back-in in Washington, what was their view of laissez faire economics?  How 

     many Supreme Court justices did Harding nominate?  (p. 747)

5.  How did the Supreme Court in the 1920’s axe many laws passed by progressives? What makes the Adkins v 

    Children’s Hospital important?  What debate over gender differences would continue throughout the century?  (p.  

     747-748)

6.  How did corporations and big industrialists benefit from Harding’s economic and business policies?  (p. 748)

7.  What wartime government agencies disappeared/or were changed significantly during the 20’s? What did 

     Washington do with the railroads?  (p. 748)

8.  What happened to labor during the 1920’s?  How much did membership shrink during the 1920’s?  (p. 748)

9.  What veterans’ group formed in 1919 and was important in the 1920’s?  What did many of the veterans start 

     demanding from the federal government?  What two bills did Congress pass to get money to the veterans?  What 

     bill finally passed?  (p. 748-749)

10.  When was peace finally signed with Germany? How did Harding view the League of Nations?  (p. 749)

11.  Why did the Middle East become important to American strategic interests?  What did SOS Hughes secure for 

        America in the Middle East?  (p. 750)
12.  Why did Hughes and the federal government seek naval disarmament?  When was the Disarmament Conference 

       and who participated?  (p. 750)
13.  What was Hughes ten-year plan he presented at the conference?  What was his ideal ratio?  What were the 
       stipulations of the Five-Power Naval treaty? (p. 750)

14.  How was the Five-Power Naval treaty illusory?  What rendered the treaty a dead letter?  (p.750)

15.  What famous pact signed by 62 nations outlawed war as an instrument of national policy? How was the pact 

       delusory to the extreme?  (p. 750)

16.  How were the higher tariff rates (Fordney-McCumber Tariff of 1922) during the 1920’s detrimental to the 

       United States and the world?  How many changes did Coolidge and Harding make?  (p. 751)

17.  Describe the following scandals during Harding’s presidency:


a.  Forbes Scandal


b.  Teapot Dome Scandal


c.  Daugherty Scandal

18. What effect did the scandals have on the Harding administration? What happened to Harding on August 2, 1923?  

      What is the legacy of Harding’s presidency?  (p. 753)

19.  Who was Harding’s vice-president?  Where did he take his presidential oath?  Describe him. (p. 753)

20.  What did Coolidge believe about business? What was his policy towards taxes and debt?  (p. 753)

21.  How did the war benefit farmers and what happened after the war that hurt farmers?  What farm machinery 

      changed farming and allowed for an abundance of crops? What effect did overproduction have on the price of 

      wheat?   (p. 754)

22.  Describe how the following legislation helped farmers: Was the McNary-Haugen Bill passed? (p.754)


a.  Capper-Volstead Act 


b.  McNary-Haugen Bill

23.  Who did the Republicans nominate for the 1924 election?  How was the Democratic party split in 1924, reflecting 

       the cultural tensions of the 1920’s?  Who did the Democrats finally elect?  (p. 755)

24.  What party did La Follette lead?  What was the platform of his party?  (p. 755)

25.  What was the result of the 1924 election?  What benefit did La Follette bring to the election?  (p. 755)

26.  What was the one glaring exception to American isolationism in the 1920’s?  What did Coolidge do in Haiti, 
        Nicaragua, and Mexico to reflect American involvement in Latin America and the Caribbean?   (p. 756)

27.  How did World War I change America’s status as a debtor-nation?  How did the problem of international debts 

       become an issue?  How did the Allies respond to the demand of repayment?  What was France’s and Britain’s 

       response?

28.  How did France and Britain hope to resettle their debts with America?  How did America respond to the call to 

       cancel war debts?   (p. 756-757)

29.  What was the Dawes Plan? How did this further complicate the financial debt cycle?   (p. 757)
30.  Who did the Republicans nominate for president in 1928?  Who did the Democrats nominate?  Describe the 

        democratic candidate.  What played a significant role in the campaign for the first time?  (p. 757-758)
31.  Describe Herbert Hoover.  How was he the ideal businessperson’s candidate?  (p. 758)

32.  How did Hoover’s campaign attack Smith during the 1928 election?  Why was Smith a bad Democratic candidate  

        in terms of the South?  (p. 758)

33.  Who won the 1928 election?  What was interesting about the results? (p. 759)

34.  As stocks soared and prosperity continued, what two groups in society failed to reap the benefits of the riches of 

       the 1920’s?  What organization was created to help farmers?  What was the main goal of the Farm Board? (p. 

       759)

35.  What promise did Hoover make during the election for farmers?  What was the Hawley-Smoot Tariff of 1930?  

        What effect did the tariff have on world markets?  (p. 760)

36.  What occurred on October 29, 1929?  How many stocks were sold on this day?  What was the total lost two 

       months after the crash? (p. 761)

37.  How many people were unemployed by the end of `930?  In 1932, how many were unemployed?  What happened 

       to people’s money when banks closed?   What hardships did Americans face as a result of the depression? (p. 

       761-762)
38.  What were the causes of the great Depression?  How did economic crisis aboard further exacerbate the 

Depression? What happened in the Mississippi Valley in 1930?  What were Hoovervilles and Hoover blankets?  (p. 762-763)?  

39.  What personal dilemma did Hoover face?  What did he believe were the virtues that made America great?  What 

       did Hoover decide to do to help suffering Americans?  What industries did he decide to help?  (p. 764)
40.  How did people respond to Hoover’s decision?  Was the criticism of Hoover fair, according to the text?  (p. 766)

41.  What did Hoover recommend to Congress to help stop the Depression?  What famous dam was built as a result?  

       What was the goal of the Reconstruction finance Corporation? (p. 766)

42.  What benefits did labor secure with the Norris-La guardia Anti-Injunction Act?  (p. 766)

43.  How did Hoover change the role of government with his policies?  Is it fair to consider him heartless?  What role 

      did Congress splay in Hoover’s problems?  (p. 766)

44.  What did veterans start to demand as a result of the depression?  What was the Bonus Expeditionary Force?  

       After a bill failed in Congress and the Bonus Army refused to leave, what did Hoover do?  Who led the charge?  

       (p. 767)

45.  What did the Japanese do in September 1931?  Why did this act anger the Americans?  What was the Stimson 

       act?  What did the Japanese do in 1932? In what ways was 1931 the start of World War II? (p. 767-768)
46.  What was the Good neighbor Policy of Herbert Hoover?  (p. 768)

