Chapter 31

American Life in the Roaring Twenties
Terms to Know:

Bolshevik revolution

red scare

criminal syndicalism laws

American Plan

Ku Klux Klan

Bible Belt

Immigration Act of 1924

Eighteenth Amendment

Volstead Act

racketeers

Fundamentalism

Scientific Management

United Negro Improvement Association (UNIA)

modernism

Lost Generation

Harlem Renaissance

People to Know
A. Mitchell Palmer

Nicola Sacco

Bartolomeo Vanzetti

Horace Kellen

Randolph Bourne

Al Capone

John T. Scopes

Frederick W. Taylor

Henry Ford

Charles Lindbergh

H.L. Mencken

F. Scott Fitzgerald

T.S. Eliot

William Faulkner

Langston Hughes

Questions
1.  In what ways did Americans turn inwards during the 1920’s?  How did the boom of the 1920’s benefit Americans?  

    What made the twenties roar?  (p. 720)

2.  What heightened Americans fears of the Bolsheviks in the early 20’s?  what did the mayor of Seattle ask for in 

     1919?  (p. 720)

3.  What did the big ‘Red Scare” of 1919-1920 result in?  Who was A. Mitchell Palmer?  How many people did he 

      arrest? What happened to his home in 1919? (p.720-721) 

4.  How two event in December 1919 and September 1920 highlighted the red scare? What type of laws did states 

     pass that attacked suspected radicals?  (p. 721)

5.  What was the American plan and what was it in response to?  (p. 721)

6. Who were Sacco and Vanzetti and what does their case represent?  What eventually happened to them?  (p. 721)

7.  Name of the things the revived Ku Klux Klan were against and what was it for. Where was the Klan influential 

    and how many due paying members did it have in the mid-1920’s?  What tactics did the Klan use to cause fear?  

    Why did the Klan collapse in the late 1920’s?  (p. 722-723)

8.  How did Americans feel about immigration in the 1920’s?  How many immigrants came from 1920-1921? (p. 723) 

9.  What were the stipulations of the Emergency Quota Act of 1921?  What were the stipulations and details of the 

     Immigration Act of 1924? (p. 723)

10.  What was the main goal of the Immigration Act of 1924?   What nation was closed to further immigration to the 

       U.S.?  Who was exempt from the quota laws?  (p. 723-724)

11.  How did the Immigration Act show a departure in American immigration policy?  What happened in 1931?  

      What era did the Immigration Act of 1924 end?  (p. 724)

12.  What was the effect of the unrestricted immigration on America?  How did America’s ethnic diversity affect the 

        workplace?  (P. 724)

13.  What idea do Horace Kellen and Randolph Bourne represent?  What did Kellen believe and advocate?  What 

        were Bourne’s beliefs?  What was cultural pluralism?  (p. 724-725)

14.  What amendment instituted prohibition?  What was the Volstead Act?  Where was prohibition most popular? 

       Why?  What part of the country was against prohibition and why?  (p. 725)

15.  How were the prohibitionists naïve?  Why was it difficult to enforce prohibition?  Did bars disappear?  Why did 

       bootleggers prefer hard liquor to beer?  (p.725)

16.  What benefits existed from prohibition?  (p. 728)

17.  How did prohibition spawn the golden age of gangsters?  Who was the most famous of the Chicago gangsters?  

      What was Capone eventually arrested for?  (p. 729)

18.  What other vices did gangsters eventually move into?  What was protection money?  What was the estimated take 

       of the organized underworld in 1930?  (p. 730)

19.  What strides did education continue to make in the 1920’s?  What type of education did Professor John Dewey of 

       Columbia University advocate?  (p. 730)

20.  What did the Fundamentalists attack?  What laws did they attempt to get passed?  What state in the Bible belt was 

       able to get the law passed?  (p. 730-731)

21.  What famous case occurred as a result of the anti-evolution law in Tennessee? Who was a witness for the 

       prosecution?  Who was the defense attorney for John T. Scopes?  How much was Scopes eventually fined?  Who 

      won the Scopes Monkey Trial?  (p. 731-732)

22.  What were many of the reasons for the rapid economic growth of the United States in the 1920’s?  How many 

       Americans owned cars by 1930?  In the consumption age, what new American business emerged?  (p. 732)

23.  Who was instrumental in the early advertisement world?  (p./732)

24.  What sport gained enormously in popularity?  What other sport was popular and led to million dollar gates? How 

       did many Americans buy these new innovations?  What effect did this have on the market?  (p. 733)

25.  How many car companies were there in 1910? What was their product like?  What did Henry Ford do that 

      revolutionized the car industry?  How many cars did Ford have on the road in 1929?  (p. 734)

26.  What industries flourished as a result of the popularity of the car?  What industry suffered as a result of the car?  

      (p. 735)

27.  What other effects did the car have on American society and economy?  By late 1920’s, Americans owned more 

       cars than this household necessity?  On the negative side, how many Americans had died by 1951 from 

       automobile accidents?  (p. 735)

28.  What did the Wright Brothers accomplish on December 17, 1903?  How long was this flight and for how long?  

      What did Charles Lindbergh do in 1927?  What was his plane called?  Where was he born?  (p. 736)

29.  What benefits did airplanes bring?  What effect did airplanes have on railroads?  What other effects did the 

       airplane have?  (p. 737)

30.  How did radio change the nation and families?  What other effects did the radio have?  (p. 737)

31.  What two films gained popularity in the beginning of the film industry?  When did the film industry finally 

       officially arrive?  What area began with the film The Jazz Singer in 1927?  How did radio and television change 

       the habits and traditions of ethnic groups?  (p. 738)

32.  What changes for women occurred during the 1920’s?  How did the church change during the 1920’s?  (p. 438-

       740)

33.  Why was it called sex o’clock in American in the 1920’s?  What did the flapper embody?  What were the 

       characteristics of a flapper girl?  What was the music of the 1920’s?  (p. 741)

34.  Where did jazz come from?  What two men are credited with helping make jazz popular?  (p. 741)

35.  What made Harlem unique during the 1920’s?  What poet came out of the Harlem Renaissance? Who was 

       Marcus Garvey and what organization did he start?  What impact did Garvey and his organization have on 

       African Americans?  (p. 741-742)

36.  How were the writers of the post-war different than those of the earlier generation?  (p. 742)

37.  Who was H.L. Mencken?  Who and what did he criticize?  (p. 742)

38.  What two books did F. Scott Fitzgerald write that gained him instant popularity? (p. 742-743)

39.  Describe the following authors, poets, playwrights and the work of art they are famous for:


a.  Ernest Hemingway


b.  Sherwood Anderson


c.  Sinclair Lewis


d.  William Faulkner


e.   Ezra Pound


f.  T.S. Eliot


g.  Robert Frost


h.  E.E. Cummings


i.  Eugene O’Neill 

40.  What famous architect changed American architecture and was his design philosophy?  (p. 744)

41.  What were some signs that the upward economic growth of the 1920’s might be headed for a momentous crash?  

       What did it mean to but “on margin?”  What was the danger of buying on margin?  (p. 744)

42.  What did the government do to curb speculation?  Who was Mellon and what was his approach to taxes?  (p. 744-

       745)
