Chapter 25: The Growth of Cities

(1865-1900)

Terms to Know:

New Immigrants
settlements houses

liberal Protestants

Tuskegee Institute

Land-grant colleges

pragmatism

yellow journalism

realism

National American Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA)

Woman’s Christian Temperance Union (WTCU)

Naturalism

regionalism

City Beautiful Movement
World’s Colombian Exposition

People to Know:

Jane Addams

Charles Darwin
Booker T. Washington

W.E.B. DuBois

Joseph Pulitzer

William Randolph Hearst

John Dewey

Carrie Chapman Catt

Horatio Alger

Mark Twain

Henry James

Winslow Homer


Augustus Saint-Gaudens

Frederick Law Olmstead

Questions 
1.  By 1900, what was the population of the United States?  How much did it increase by since 

    1870?  During the same time period, how did the population in cities change?  (p. 558)

2.  In 1860, how many cities had more than a million people? In 1890, what three American 

      cities had more than a million?  How many people lived in New York?  (p. 558)

3.  Where was the first skyscraper and how many stories was it?  What other invention had to be 

      made at the same time?  (p. 558-559)

4.  How did cities also make its inhabitants commuters?  What was the result of the increase in 

     mass transit?  (p. 559)

5.  What attractions did the big city have over rural living?  What two famous department stores 

     opened during this era?  (p. 559)

6.  How was life different in terms of the environment in the country compared to the city?  What 

     became a new issue in the urban age?  What values changed when people moved to the city?  (p. 560)

7. How were cities extremely dirty places?  How were cities monuments of contradiction? (p. 561)

8.  What was the worst part of cities?  Describe the slums.  What was a “dumbbell tenement?”  Who usually 

     lived in the slums?  (p. 561)

9.  Prior to 1880, where did most European immigrants come from? What characteristics did many of them 

     share?  Why did many of these immigrants transition easily to American life?  (p. 562)

10. After 1880, where did the wave of New Immigration come from?  How were many of these new immigrants 

     different  than the previous immigration?  (p. 562)

11.  What percent of the population did these new people represent in 1880?  By the first decade of the 1900’s, 

       what percentage of immigration did they represent?  What cities did they often live in? (p. 562)

12.  Why did so many immigrants decide to leave Europe during this time period? How many Europeans left 

       the old continent during the 19th and early 20th centuries?  What percent of them came to the Unites States?  

       How was immigration to America a by-product of European urbanization?  (p. 563)

13.  How did “America fever” prove to be contagious in Europe?  What made America an attractive option?  (p. 

       563)

14.  How did profit seeking Americans add to the immigration wave?  (p. 563)

15.  What happened to the Jews of Russia in the 1880’s? Where did many of these displaced Jews move to?  

       What skills did many of these Jewish-Americans bring to America?  (p. 563-566)

16.  What percent of the 20 million immigrants who arrived between 1820-1900 returned to their homeland?  In 

       what ways did those who stayed in American try to preserve their cultural tradition?  (p. 566)

17.  Was the United States government well prepared and good at easing the transition to America for 

       immigrants?  Who often helped the new immigrants transition?  (p. 568)

18.  What did bosses like Boss Tweed offer immigrants in exchange for votes?  (p. 568)

19.  What movement did Walter Rauschenbusch and Washington Gladden represent?  What were their goals? 

      (p. 568)

20.  Who was Jane Addams?  What cause did she undertake?  What did she purchase in 1889?  What did she 

       win in 1931?  What did her Hull House offer to the immigrants who lived in the neighborhood?  (p. 568-

       569)

21.  What social reforms did the women of the Hull House lobby for?  Who was Florence Kelly?  (p. 569)

22.  What new occupation was formed out of the efforts of Addams, Wald, and Kelly?  (p. 569)

23.  Why were the vast majority of women workers single? How were female jobs based on race, ethnicity, and 

       class?  (p. 569)

24.  What regained popularity in the 1880’s in response to the new immigration?  How did the nativists view the 

       southern and eastern European immigrants?  What fears did Anglo-Saxons have with the new immigration?  

       What other concerns did the nativists have?  (p. 570)

25.  Who were the American Protective Association?  What earlier political party do they remind us of?  Why 

       did labor unions fight against immigration?  What laws tried to limit the amount of immigrants coming to 

      America?  (p. 571)

26.  In what year did the Statue of Liberty arise in New York? Who gave the statue to the United States?  What 

      is inscribed on its base?  (p. 571)

27.  What church suffered due to the shift to the city?  How did church values diminish in this time of avarice?  

        How were churches also reflections of wealth in some communities?  (p. 572)

28.  What group of Protestants stepped into this moral vacuum? What did Liberal Protestants call for?  What 

        reforms did they want to see?  What was the “social gospel?” (p. 572)

29. How many Roman Catholics were there in 1900?  Who was Cardinal James Gibbons and what movement 

      did he support? (p. 572-573) 

30.  How many denominations were there in 1890?  What two newcomers came to America around 1890?  (p. 

       573)

31.  Who was the founder of the Church of Christian Science?  What did she preach?  What other religious 

        group did Americans participate in at the end of the 19th century?  (p. 573)

32.  How was Darwin’s theory of evolution and natural selection dangerous for the Church?  Who were the 

       Lamarckians and what did they believe?  (p. 573)

33.  How did the Church respond to Darwin’s theory? What did the conservatives believe and what did the 

       accomodationists believe?  (p. 573-574)

34.  Why did many believe it was important to make school compulsory?   What types of schools spread 

         immensely in the 1880’s and 1890’s?  What other changes happened in education in the 1880’s and 

         1890’s?  What was the illiteracy rate in 1870 compared to 1900?  (p. 574)

35.  What makes Booker T. Washington so significant?  What position did he take on the issue of segregation?  

       What did he believe would help blacks in their struggle for equality in America?  At what school did he 

        teach?  What did he teach there?   (p. 575)

36.  Who taught at the Tuskegee Institute who became a world-known agricultural chemist?  What uses did he 

        find for the peanut, sweet potato, and the soybean?  (p. 575)

37.  Where did W.E.B. Dubois graduate from?  How did his views towards black equality differ from 

       Washington’s?  What organization was did he help establish?  Where did he die?  (p. 575-576)

38.  What gains did both women and blacks gain in terms of a college education?  By 1880, what percent of all 

      college graduates were women?  What were three historic black colleges that provided college education for 

       blacks?  (p. 576)

39.  What was the Morrill Act of 1862 and what did it provide?  What were “land-grant colleges?”  What did 

       the Hatch Act of 1887 provide?  (p. 577)

40.  What private universities, which were supported by wealthy business philanthropists, opened at this time?   

       (p. 577)

41.  What became the primary goal of university instruction during the late 19th century? (p. 577)

42.  How many libraries were there by 1900?  How much did Andrew Carnegie give to libraries?  How many          

      acres was the Library of Congress in D.C.?  (p. 578)

43.  Why did journalism change from the highly critical style of Horace Greely to more non-controversial 

        material?  What type of journalism gained in popularity?  What types of stories represented 

        sensationalism?  (p. 578)

44.  What two journalistic tycoons emerged at this time period?  What newspaper did Joseph Pulitzer own?  

       What newspaper did William Randolph Hearst own? Why does the book say that their influence was not all 

        together wholesome?  (p. 578)

45.  What was the most influential journal possibly in the late 19th century?  Who generally read the journal?  

       What did the journal campaign for mercilessly?  (p. 579)

46.  What was Henry George’s famous treatise? What did he look to solve?  How did he propose the nation 

       solve the problem with poverty?  How many copies did his book sell?  (p. 579)

47.  What was Edward Bellamy’s socialistic novel called?  What was his story about? What influence did his 

       book have in America?  (p. 579)

48.  What were “dime novels?”  Who was the most famous “dime novel” author?  What book did General 

       Lewis Wallace write?  What was his goal in writing the book?  (p. 579)

49.  Describe the following authors and state what famous works they are associated with:  ?  (p. 579-585)


a.  Horatio Alger


b.  Walt Whitman


c.  Emily Dickinson


d.  Kate Chopin


e.  Mark Twain


f.  William Dean Howells


g.  Stephen Crane


h.  Bret Harte


i.  Charles Francis Adams


j.  Henry James


k.  Jack London


l.  Frank Norris


m. Paul Laurence Dunbar


n.  Charles Chestnut


o.  Theodore Dreiser

50.  What was realism in regards to literature?  (p. 579-585)

51.  What did the Woodhull sisters and Anthony Comstock represent? (p. 585)

52.  What effect did urban living have on marriages and families?  (p. 586)

53.  Who was Charlotte Perkins Gilman?  What book did she publish?  What did she argue for in her book?  (p. 

       586-587)

54.  What else did many feminists continue to demand for?  What was formed in 1890?  What two aging 

       reformers helped create the organization?  (p. 587)

55.  Amongst the new generation of female reformers, who was the most important leader?  What did Catt 

      stress in her argument to give the women the right to vote?  (p. 587-588)

56.  What was the first state to give women the right to vote and when?  Were black women included in 

       women’s rights groups?  (p. 588)

57.  What party was formed in 1869?  What were the arguments for temperance and the arguments against it?  

      (p. 589)

58.  Describe the following American artists and also any famous works they are known for:


a.  James Whistler


b.  John Singer Sargeant


c.  Mary Cassatt


d.  George Inness


e.  Thomas Eakins


f.  Winslow Homer


g.  Augustus Saint-Gaudens

59.  What were some forms of entertainment that many Americans enjoyed near the turn of the century? (p.   

      591-592)

