Chapter 15

The Ferment of Reform and Culture

1790-1860
1.  What three revolutions occurred in America mid-nineteenth century that transformed America? (p. 320)

2.  What are some things that reformers promoted during this time period? From where did most reformers draw their inspiration?  (p. 320)

3.  How did Alexis de Tocqueville describe religion in America?  What percentage of Americans attended church in 1850?  (p. 320)

4.  How did religion change from the colonial days?  What was deism?  (p. 320-321)

5.  What spin-off came out of deism and what did this church believe?  (p. 321)

6.  What is the reaction to the liberalism of religion called?  Where did it begin and where did it spread to?
7.  In what ways did the Second Great Awakening did change American values and views?  (p. 321)

8.  How was the Second Great Awakening spread?  What happened to many followers at these sermons?  What denominations reaped the rewards of increased membership due to the Second Great Awakening?  (p. 321)

9.  Who were Peter Cartwright and Charles Grandison Finney?  What did both advocate and preach?  (p. 322)

10.  What was another key feature of the Second Great Awakening? Why were women attracted to the revival movement and what role did preachers champion for women? (p. 322-323)

11.  Where was the “Burned-Out District?” Why was it called that?  (p. 323)

12.  Who were the Adventists or Millerites?  What did they believe would happen on October 22, 1844 (oops)?”  

13.  What religions were relatively untouched by the Second Great Awakening?  What segment of society did they 
      generally come from?  Where did the Methodists, Baptists and new sects come from who attracted to the   

       Second Great Awakening?  (p. 323)

14.  How did the slavery issue cause divisions within many of the denominations?  What denominations split?  
       How did the religious splits later reflect political and union divisions?  (p. 323)

15.  Who was Joseph Smith?  What did he claim God gave him one day?  What religion did he start? (p. 323)

16. Why did Smith’s religion run into issues with non-Mormons in Ohio, Illinois, and Missouri?  What happened 
      in 1844 to Joseph Smith and his brother in Carthage, Illinois?  (p. 323)

17.  Who became the new leader of the Mormon faith?  Describe him. (p. 323)

18. Where did the Mormons eventually settle?  How many wives and children did Brigham Young have?  (p. 324)

19.  how did the Mormons get in trouble with the federal government during the later part of the 1800’s? (p. 324)

20.  Why did many people reject the idea of free public education in the early years of the republic?  How did 
       many well-to-do folks begin to see the light and benefits of free public education?  (p. 324)

21.  When did tax-based free public education begin to take root in the United States? (p. 324)
22.  What did the first schools like?  How well-prepared were teachers?  (p. 325)

23.  Who led the reform movement for better schools?  What did he campaign for?  (p. 325)

24.  How did Noah Webster improve education and what famous work did he complete in 1828? (p. 325-326)
25.  Who was William H. McGuffey and how many copies of his grade-school readers did he sell?  (p. 326)

26.  What did the Second Great Awakening help establish?  What were some problems with these colleges? 
27.  What was the first state sponsored university in the United States?  Who helped design the University of 

       Virginia?  What was taught at the University of Virginia?  (p. 327)

28.  How did most people the idea of educating women at the university level? Why? 

29.  What three universities or colleges opened for women?  (p. 327)

30.  What were the lyceums?  (p. 328)

31.  What did many of the idealists who supported reform movements want?  Why were women attracted to these 
       reform movements?  (p. 328)

32.  In what ways did the reform movements change imprisonment for debt and criminal codes? How were people 

       deemed insane treated?  (p. 328)

33.  Who was Dorothea Dix and who did she defend?  Why did she travel 60,000 miles in 8 years?  Who did she 

       petition in 1843 and what changes occurred due to her hard work for the mentally insane?  (p. 329)

34.  Who was William Ladd and what reform movement did he support?  (p. 329)

35.  What problems did drinking cause that led to reformers attacking it?  What reform society was formed in 

       Boston in 1826 (p. 329)

36.  Who was Neal S. Dow and what did he call on legislatures to do in regards to alcohol?  Why? (p. 330)
37.  What was passed in Maine in 1851?  What did the law state?  (p. 330)

38.  What was life like for women at the beginning of the nineteenth-century?  However, where women treated 

      better in Europe or America?  (p. 330-331)

39.  How were women viewed in the nineteenth-century?  As a result, what role did they play in the republic?   

       How were men viewed?  How did women protect or guide them?  (p. 331)

40.  How did the following women influence the women’s reform movement: (p. 331)

a.  Lucretia Mott


b.  Elizabeth Cady Stanton


c.  Susan B. Anthony


d.  Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell


e.  Margaret Fuller


f.  Sarah and Angelina Grimké

g.  Lucy Stone


h.  Amelia Bloomer

41.  What happened at Seneca Falls, New York in 1848?  What did Stanton read?  Why is Seneca Falls so 

      important for women rights?  (p. 332)

42.  Bolstered by the utopian spirit of the time, what did some reformers look to create?  What was New Harmony? 

      Was it successful? (p. 332)

43.  What was Brook Farm?  What was their goal?  In what ways was the Oneida Community radical?  How long 

       did there commune last and why were they able to have some success?  What is Oneida known for today?  

       (p.334)

44.  Who were the Shakers and who was their leader?  (p. 334)

45.  Were the Americans gifted in science?  State why the following are significant in the field of science:

a.  Professor Benjamin Silliman


b.  Professor Louis Agassiz


c.  Professor Asa Gray


d.  John Audubon

46.  What was medicine like in America?  What was the life expectancy for a white person born in 1850?  What 

      quack medicine advice and home remedies existed in the United States?  What were early surgeries like 

47.  Why did America lack a national literature scene in its early years?  In what field did they gain some 

       notoriety? What was the Knickerbocker group?  (p. 340)

48.  Who was Washington Irving and why is he important in the annals of American Literature?  (p. 340)

49.  Why was James Fenimore Cooper important to American literature and what novels did he write? (p.340)

50.  Who was William Cullen Bryant and why was he important? What did he write?  (p. 340)

51.  What was transcendentalism and how did it embody the spirit of the individual? (p. 341)

52.  Who was the most famous transcendentalist writer?  What was one of his best known speeches?  What did he 

       stress in his writings?  (p.341)
53.  Who was Henry David Thoreau?  What were his two most popular works?  What two famous civil rights 

       activists were inspired by his works?  (p. 341)

54.  Who was Walt Whitman and what works did he write?  What informal title did he later receive?(p. 341-342)

55.  Who was Henry Wadsworth Longfellow?  Who was attracted to his poems?  What were three of his more 

       famous works?  What did he receive in Westminster Abbey? (p. 342)

56.  What did John Greenleaf Whittier write about?  (p; 342)

57.  In what ways were the following writers influential:


a.  James Russell Lowell


b.  Oliver Wendall Holmes


c.  Louisa May Alcott


d.  Emily Dickinson


e.  William Gilmore Simms

58.  Describe Edgar Allan Poe’s life.  What works is he well-known for?  Why did Europeans prize his works more 

      than Americans?  (p. 344)

59.  What book made Nathaniel Hawthorne famous?  What book made Herman Melville famous?  
60.  What writers gained notoriety writing history?  
