Chapter 18

Renewing the Sectional Struggle
Key terms:
Popular sovereignty

Free Soil Party

California Gold Rush

Underground railroad

Seventh of March Speech

Compromise of 1850

Fugitive Slave Law

Clayton-Bulwer Treaty

Ostend Manifesto

Opium War

Treaty of Wanghia

Treaty of Kanagawa

Gadsden Purchase

Kansas-Nebraska Act

People to Know:

Lewis Cass

Zachary Taylor
Harriet Tubman

Milliard Fillmore

Franklin Pierce

William Walker

Caleb Cushing

Matthew C. Perry

Questions:

1.  In what ways did the Mexican War bring the slavery issue to the forefront in America?  (p. 390)

2.  In what ways were the two political parties a vital bond of national unity?  What threat did the idea of political parties 

     based on sectional North and South alliances pose to the nation?  (p. 390)

3.  Why did Polk not seek a second term?  Who did the Democrats nominate for president in 1848?  How did his critics 

      describe him?  What position did the Democrats take on slavery in the new territories? (p. 391)

4.  What was popular sovereignty?  Why did popular sovereignty have some appeal?  What were some defects of popular 

      sovereignty?  (p. 391)

5.  Who did the Whigs choose for the 1848 presidential election? Had he ever voted in a presidential election or held 

      public office? Where the Whigs clear in their platform? Why? (p. 391)

6.   Why was the Free Soil party formed?  What was their agenda?  Who joined the Free Soil Party?  (p. 391)

7.  Who did the Free-Soilers choose for President? What was their slogan?  Why did they condemn slavery?  (p. 392)

8.  Who won the election of 1848?  How did the Free-Soilers spoil the election for the Democrats?  (p. 392)

9.  What happened at Sutter’s Mill in early 1848?  Did many of the men strike it rich?  Who made the most profits? (p. 

      392)

10.  Describe the men and women who went to California.  What was California like in its early days?  In their 

       Constitution, did California choose to be free or slave state?  How did the south respond? (p. 393)

11. Describe the South of 1850.  Why was the south, even despite their strength, worried in the 1850’s?  (p. 393)

12.  Why did Southerners demand a more stringent slave law in 1850?  How many slaves were lost per year due to 

        runaway slaves?  Is that a lot? (p. 394)

13.  Why did Southerners decide to meet in Nashville, Tennessee?  Why was it so imperative for Congress to meet?  

       Who were the immortal trio?  (p. 395-396)

14.  How old was Henry Clay?  What role did he play and what did he advocate the North to do?  Who was Stephen 

      Douglas?  (p. 396)

15.  What role did John Calhoun play?  What was he dying from?  What did he argue for in his last formal speech?  (p. 

       396)

16.  What did Daniel Webster argue for?  How old was he and what was he suffering from?  Why did he think that it was 

        not necessary to debate about slavery in the Mexican Cession territories?  (p. 396)

17.  What was Webster’s speech called and what effect did it have on the Compromise of 1850?  (p. 396)

18. How did the Free-Soil party and the abolitionists view his speech? (p. 397)

19.  Who was William Seward and what was his position on the Compromise of 1850? (p. 397)

20.  What happened to Zachary Taylor in 1850?  Who ascended to the presidency? Describe him. What did he do in regards to the compromises? (p. 397)

21.  What did the North gain from the Compromise of 1850?  What did the South gain?  Who got the better of the deal?  (P. 398)

22.  What were the details of the new Fugitive Slave Law of 1850?  (p. 399)

23.  What effect did the new Fugitive Slave Law of 1850 have in the north?  What did Massachusetts do in regards to the new law?  (p. 400)

24.  In what ways was the Fugitive Slave law a blunder by the South?  What does the book mean when it said “Time was 

      fighting” for the North?  (p. 400)

25.  How did the 1850’s help the North prepare for war and win the Civil War? (p. 4010

26.  Who did the Democrats nominate for president in 1852?  Describe him.  Why was he called ‘Fainting General?” 

       What did his platform endorse?  (p. 401)

27.  Who did the Whigs nominate for president in 1852?  Why was this a mistake and who should they have chosen? (p. 

       401)

28.  What were some of the details/slogans of the presidential race of 1852?  How did the Democrats benefit from the 

       split in the Whig party? (p. 401)

29.  Who won the election of 1852 and what was the result on the popular vote and electoral vote? (p. 401)

30.  What party essentially ended with the election of 1852?  With the death of the Whigs, what did many people fear?  

       What is the lasting legacy of the Whig Party?  (p. 401)

31.  What isthmus became important in 1840’s? What were the details of the treaty between New Granada (later 

       Columbia) and the United States?  What did the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty of 1850 stipulate? (p. 402)

32.  Why were many southern slave-owners covetous of Central American nations?  Who was William Walker and what 

       did he do? What happened to him in 1860?  (p. 402) 

33.  What other nation was also seen as a possible addition to the United States as a slave state?  Why was Spain’s 

       consulate in New Orleans sacked?  (p. 403)

34.  What did the Spanish do in 1854?  What was the Ostend Manifesto? What was the end result of the Ostend 

      Manifesto?   (p. 403)

35.  Who was Caleb Cushing and what responsibility did Tyler give him in regards to China?  What was the Treaty of 

      Wanghia?  What were the details of the treaty? (p. 403)

36.  What was Japan ready to do in 1853?  Who was Commodore Matthew C. Perry?  How did he prepare for his voyage 

        to Japan?  What did Perry ask from the Japanese?  What did he vow to do a year later?  What was the Treaty of 

        Kanagawa and what were the details of the treaty?  (p. 404)

37.  What transportation challenges did the new Mexican Cession territories pose?  What solution did they come up with 

       for the transportation issues?  Why did the South want to build a railroad before the North?

38.  How did transportation issues lead to the Gadsden Purchase?  Who was Gadsden and for how much did he purchase 

      the territory they needed? (p. 405)

39.  Describe Stephen Douglas.  What did his Kansas-Nebraska Act call for?  What pact from 1820 did this violate?  (p. 

       406)

40.  Why did the South and President Pierce support Douglas’ plan?  Why were some in the North against the act?  Why 

       did Douglas pursue the Kansas-Nebraska act?  (p. 406)

41. What two compromises did the Kansas-Nebraska act end?  How did the Kansas-Nebraska Act weaken the 

      Democratic Party? (p. 407)

42. What party formed out of the Kansas-Nebraska Act?  Who supported this new party?  (p. 408)

