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Social Studies       Name: _______________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directions:  Compare and contrast the ideas and beliefs of Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X 

in relation to the Civil Rights Movement.  Use the websites listed below and what you’ve already 

learned in class in order to complete this task. 

 

  

 

 

 

http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/martin-luther-king-jr            http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/malcolm-x  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/martin-luther-king-jr
http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/malcolm-x
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1. In what ways do you think the early lives of both Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X 

impacted their views on the world and their approaches to the Civil Rights Movement? 

Explain using evidence from your understanding of both men. 
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Teachers Key / Guide     Name: _______________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directions:  Compare and contrast the ideas and beliefs of Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X 

in relation to the Civil Rights Movement.  Use the websites listed below and what you’ve already 

learned in class in order to complete this task. 

 

  

 

 

 

http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/martin-luther-king-jr            http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/malcolm-x  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-He advocated self-

defense and the total 

economic and political 

independence of Black 

America. 

-Became a follower/leader 

of the Nation of Islam in 

America. 

-Supported the idea that 

African Americans should 

use “any means 

necessary” to defend 

themselves. 

-He advocated non-

violence as a means of 

advancing the Civil Rights 

Movement. 

-A Christian Pastor. 

-Sought equality for 

African Americans, the 

economically 

disadvantaged and victims 

of injustice through 

peaceful protest. 

-Both ultimately sough 

the empowerment of 

African Americans and to 

advance the cause(s) of 

the Civil Rights 

Movement. 

 

http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/martin-luther-king-jr
http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/malcolm-x
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1. In what ways do you think the early lives of both Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X 

impacted their views on the world and their approaches to the Civil Rights Movement? 

Explain using evidence from your understanding of both men. 

While, Martin Luther King Jr. was raised in a more affluent/middle class area with successful 

African Americans, Malcolm X’s father was killed by a group similar to the Ku Klux Klan.  As such, 

Malcolm X would have had a stronger hatred of segregation and “influence” by whites while 

Martin Luther King Jr. wouldn’t have been as influenced by hate.  


