In The Organization Man, a book based on a classic 1956 study of subur-
ban Park Forest, Illinois, and other communities, William H. Whyte
described how the new, large organizations created “company people.”
Companies would give personality tests to people applying for jobs to
make sure they would “fit in” the corporate culture. Companies
rewarded employees for teamwork, cooperation, and loyalty and so
contributed to the growth of conformity, which Whyte called
- “belongingness.” Despite their success, a number
ecimate I ¢ wworkers questioned whether pursuing the
corporafions American dream exacted too high a price, as con-

formity replaced individuality. B}
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The Suburban Lifestyle

Though achieving job security did take a psychological toll on some Americans

who resented having to repress their own personalities, it also enabled people to 4

provide their families with the so-called good things in life. Most Americans “organization
worked in cities, but fewer and fewer of them lived there. New highways and the  man” had to step
availability and affordability of automobiles and gasoline made commuting pos-  lively to keep up
sible. By the early 1960s, every large city in the United States was surrounded by  with the Joneses.
suburbs. Of the 13 million new homes built in the 1950s, 85 percent were built

in the suburbs. For many people, the suburbs embodied the American dream of

an affordable single-family house, good schools, a safe, healthy environment for

children, and congenial neighbors just like themselves.

THE BABY BOOM As soldiers
returned from World War Il and
settled into family life, they con-
tributed to an unprecedented
population explosion known as
the baby boom. During the late
1940s and through the early
1960s, the birthrate (number of
live births per 1,000 people) in
the United States soared. At the
height of the baby boom, in 1957,
one American infant was bormn
every seven seconds—a total of
4,308,000 that year. The result
was the largest generation in the
nation’s history.

W
o

N
(2]

g
[~

?

[y
[

Live Births (per 1,000 people)
(™
(4]

4]

1940 1945 1950 1955 1960* 1965 1970

*First year for which figures include Alaska and Hawaii.
Source: Historical Statistics of the United States, Colonial Times to 1970

SKILLBUILDER Interpreting Graphs

1. What was the overall trend in the birthrate at the start
of World War 1l, and after the war ended?

2. What was the difference in the birthrate between 1960
and 19707

! <€ Some of the 40 million
new Americans who
were born during the
baby boom.
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JONAS SALK 1914-1995

One of the most feared diseases
in the 1950s was polio, the dis-
ease that had partially paralyzed
President Franklin D. Roosevelt.
Polio afflicted 58,000 American
children in 1952, killing some
and making others reliant on
crutches, wheelchairs, or iron
lungs (machines that helped
people with paralyzed chest
muscles to breathe).

In the early 1950s, Dr. Jonas
Salk (at right in photo above)
developed an effective vaccine to
prevent the disease, and the gov-
ernment sponsored a free inocu-
lation program for children. The
vaccine was extremely effective.
By 1974, thanks to Salk’s vac-
cine and a new oral vaccine
developed by Dr. Albert Sabin,
only seven new polio cases were
reported in the country.

Contributing to the size of the baby-boom generation
were many factors, including: reunion of husbands and
wives after the war, decreasing marriage age, desirability of
large families, confidence in continued economic prosper-
ity, and advances in medicine.

ADVANCES IN MEDICINE AND CHILDCARE Among the
medical advances that saved hundreds of thousands of
children’s lives was the discovery of drugs to fight and pre-
vent childhood diseases, such as typhoid fever. Another
breakthrough came when Dr. Jonas Salk developed a vac-
cine for the crippling disease poliomyelitis—polio.

Many parents raised their children according to guide-
lines devised by the author and pediatrician Dr. Benjamin
Spock. His Common Sense Book of Baby and Child Care,
published in 1946, sold nearly 10 million copies during
the 1950s. In it, he advised parents not to spank or scold
their children. He also encouraged families to hold
meetings in which children could express themselves. He
considered it so important for mothers to be at home with
their children that he proposed having the government pay
mothers to stay home.

The baby boom had a tremendous impact not only on
child care but on the American economy and the educa-
tional system as well. In 1958, toy sales alone reached $1.25
billion. During the decade, 10 million new students entered
the elementary schools. The sharp increase in enrollment
caused overcrowding and teacher shortages in many parts
of the country. In California, a new school opened every
seven days. &

WOMEN’S ROLES During the 1950s, the role of home-
maker and mother was glorified in popular magazines,
movies, and TV programs such as Father Knows Best and The
Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet. Time magazine described the
homemaker as “the key figure in all suburbia, the thread
that weaves between family and community—the keeper of
the suburban dream.” In contrast to the ideal portrayed in
the media, however, some women, like Carol Freeman,
who spoke of her discontentment, were not happy with
their roles; they felt isolated, bored, and unfulfilled.
According to one survey in the 1950s, more than one-fifth

of suburban wives were dissatisfied with their lives. Betty Friedan, author of the
groundbreaking 1963 book about women and society, The Feminine Mystique,
described the problem.

A PERSONAL VOICE BETTY FRIEDAN ,

“ For the first time in their history, women are becoming aware of an identity
crisis in their own lives, a crisis which . . . has grown worse with each succeeding
generation. . . . | think this is the crisis of women growing up—a turning point
from an immaturity that has been called femininity to fuil human identity.”

—The Feminine Mystique

The number of women working outside the home rose steadily during the
decade. By 1960, almost 40 percent of mothers with children between ages 6 and

17 held paying jobs.
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But having a job didn't necessarily contribute to a
woman’s happiness. A woman'’s career opportunities tended
to be limited to fields such as nursing, teaching, and office

support, which paid less than other professional and busi-
ness positions did. Women also earned less than men for
comparable work. Although increasing numbers of women AFTER THE PROM (1957)
attended four-year colleges, they generally received little The artist, Norman Rockwell,
financial, academic, or psychological encouragement to chose an innocent junior-high
pursue their goals. BJ couple to illustrate the easy
emotions and the ordinary
LEISURE IN THE FIFTIES Most Americans of the 1950s events of postwar America.
had more leisure time than ever before. Employees worked What does this painting con-
a 40-hour week and earned several weeks’ vacation per year. vey about life in the 1950s?
People owned more labor-

saving devices, such as wash-
ing machines, clothes dryers,
dishwashers, and power lawn
mowers, which allowed more
time for leisure activities.
Fortune magazine reported
that, in 1953, Americans spent
more than $30 billion on
- leisure goods and activities.
Americans also enjoyed a
wide variety of recreational
pursuits—both active and
passive. Millions of people
participated in such sports as
fishing, bowling, hunting,
boating, and golf. More fans
than ever attended baseball,
basketball, and football games;
. others watched professional
sports on television.
Americans also became
avid readers. They devoured
- books about cooking, reli-
gion, do-it-yourself projects,
‘and homemaking. They also
read mysteries, romance nov-
els, and fiction by popular
_writers such as Ernest Hemingway, John Steinbeck,
Daphne du Maurier, and J. D. Salinger. Book sales
_ doubled, due in part to a thriving paperback mar-
ket. The circulation of popular magazines like
 Reader’s Digest and Sports Illustrated steadily 1ose,
_ from about 148 million to more than 190 mil-
lion readers. Sales of comic books also reached
_ apeak in the mid-1950s.

3-D comics and 3-D movies were two >
of the many fads that mesmerized
the nation in the 1950s.




The Road to Suburbia

“Come out to Park Forest where small-town friendships grow—and you still live so
close to a big city.” Advertisements like this one for a scientifically planned Chicago
suburb captured the lure of the suburbs for thousands of growing families in the
1950s. The publicity promised affordable housing, congenial neighbors, fresh air
and open spaces, good schools, and easy access to urban jobs and culture. Good
transportation was the lifeline of suburban growth a half century ago, and it con-
tinues to spur expansion today. :

Hidbeort

SHARED PRIVACY

By 1952, develop-
ment in Park Forest,
{llinois had expanded
to include both low-
cost rental units and
single-family homes.
All the streets were
curved to slow traffic,
present a pleasing
sweep of space, and
give residents maxi-
mum privacy and
space for yards.

@ WHERE THE 'BURBS ARE

Park Forest was planned from its conception in
1945 to be a “complete community for middle-
income families with children.” The setting was
rural—amidst cornfields and forest preserves about
30 miles south of Chicago. But it was convenient t0
commuter lines, like the Hlinois Central (IC) Railroad,
and to major roads, such as Western Avenue.




@ THE COMMUTER CRUSH

Men commuted t0 work on the IC
railroad, while their wives usually
stayed home 10 take care of the
children, who thrived in Park
Forest's safe, wholesome family
environment.

€ sHOPPING CENTERS

Consumerism became a driving force
in the 1950s, and Park Forest kept
up with the trend. The central shop-
ping center served the community

well until the late 1960s. When
interstate 57 was puilt, a mammoth
mall, built just off the highway,
caused the original shopping area 1o
decline. Park Forest is still struggling
to revive its central shopping area.

1. Analyzing Patterns How did the availability of
transportation influence the creation and ongoing devel-
opment of park Forest?

2. Creating a pDatabase Pose @ historical question
about a suburb near you. Coliect statistics about
changes in population, fiving patterns, income, and eco-
nomic development in that suburb. Use those
statistics to create @ database that will help answer
your questions.

SEE SKILLBUILDER HANDBOOK, PAGE R33.




