Social Studies Name:

ROSA PARKS

Directions: Complete the following reading and included primary sources related to the arrest
of Rosa Parks to assist in completing the related activities.

On December 1, 1955, in Montgomery, Alabama, Rosa Parks, a 42-year-
old woman took a seat on the bus on her way home from her job as a
seamstress. Before she reached her destination, she quietly set off a social
revolution when the bus driver instructed her to move back, and she
refused. Rosa Parks, an African American, was arrested that day for
violating a city law requiring racial segregation of public buses.

On the city buses of Montgomery, the first 10 seats were reserved for white passengers
only. Rosa Parks was seated in the first row behind those 10 seats. When the bus became
crowded, the bus driver instructed her and three other passengers seated in that row, all
African Americans, to move from their seats for the white passengers boarding. While the
other three passengers moved, Rosa Parks remained seated, arguing that she was not in
a seat reserved for whites. When the driver, Joseph Blake, was unable to get her to move
and he believed that she had defied his order, he called the police. Rosa Parks was
immediately arrested, booked, fingerprinted, and briefly imprisoned.

Rosa Parks, and her actions, would prove to be incredibly beneficial to the overall Civil
Rights Movement. She was a woman of unchallenged character who was held in high
esteem by all those who knew her. At the time of her arrest, Rosa Parks was active in the
local National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), serving as
secretary to E.D. Nixon, president of the Montgomery chapter. Her arrest became a
rallying point around which the African American community organized a bus boycott in
protest of the discrimination they had endured for years. Martin Luther King, Jr., the 26-
year-old minister, emerged as a leader during the well-coordinated, peaceful boycott that
lasted 381 days and captured the world's attention. It was during the boycott that
Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., first achieved national fame as the public became
acquainted with his powerful oratory.

After Rosa Parks was convicted under city law, her lawyer filed a notice of appeal. On
November 13, 1956, the Supreme Court ruled that bus segregation was unconstitutional;
the boycott ended December 20, a day after the Court’'s written order arrived in
Montgomery. For a quiet act of defiance that resonated throughout the world, Rosa Parks
earned the title "Mother of the Civil Rights Movement."
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Social Studies Name:

ROSA PARKS QUESTIONS

1. What was the reason(s) for Rosa Parks being arrested?

2. Who were the arresting officers?

3. What event resulted from the actions of Rosa Parks? Explain the event.

4. What was Rosa Parks protesting?

5. Why do you think her protest was so effective? Explain your reasoning.
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6. Inwhat way did her actions impact the overall Civil Rights Movement?

7. How would you describe the legacy of Rosa Parks?
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