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BERLIN WALL

TIMELINE

1945 1952 1963
Red Army captures Berlin. Border between U.S. President
Cityis divided into a Soviet ~ East and West John F. Kennedy

visits Berlin and
declares “Ich bin

sectorin the east,and U.S,,

Germany and East
British and French sectors

and West Berlin is

1971

Four-Power
agreement over
Berlin makes visiting
to East easier for

1989

Nov. 4 - About one millicn
people attend a pro-democracy
rally in East Berlin’s main
square. The East German

Nov. 9- Thousands of East
Berliners pass into West
Berlin as border guards
stand by. People start

in the west. clesed. ein Berliner”. West Berliners. government resigns. tearing down the wall.
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Soviets force blockade  Federal Republic of West Sectorial border between - U.S. President Ronald Reagan reunified.
on West Berlin. The Germany and the German East and West Berlin, and visits Berlin and urges Soviet
Western Allies supply Democratic Republic - East the Brandenburg Gate are leader Mikhail Gerbachev to
the city with airlifts. Germany are founded. closed. Barriers are built. tear down the wall.
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NOTABLE Gunter Litwin | Aug. 1961 Peter Fechter, 18 | Aug. 17, 1962 Chris Gueffroy, 20 | Feb. 6, 1989
DEATHS First person killed crossing the wall Shot and bled to death while crossing the wall, witnessed by many Last person shot fleeing East Germany
ESCAPE TO THE WEST

Tunnels - 70 were dug by agents to
help people flee from East tc West
Berlin. One greup dug a 130m tunnel
from the cellar of a former West Berlin
bakery to an outhouse on the East
German side, freeing 57 East Berliners

Fake passports/
sewer system

Thousands of East Berliners
escaped with fake
passports using identities
set up by West Berlin
students. Sewer tunnels
were alsc used for escapes.

Retrofitted cars
Hidden compartment in BMW [setta
cars made 8 escapes possible.

Surfboard escape

Escapee is hidden between two
carved-out surfboards mounted
on top of vehicle.

Balloon
Escape

Two families,
the Strelzyks
and Wetzels

fled from East

Flyer

Thomas Kruger defected by landing a
Zlin Z-42M light aircraft of the Gessellschaft

fur Sport und Technik, at RAF Gatow. to West
His aircraft was dismantled and retured to the Germany
East Germans by road, but with humorous through a giant
slogans painted by RAF airmen such as “Wish balloon they
you were here” and “Come back soon”. crafted.

Sources: Museum Haus am Checkpoint Charlie, United States Army, Berlin.de



FALL
OF THE
BERLIN
WALL

25 YEARS

On November 9, 1989,
thousands of East Germans
flocked to border crossings in
Berlin, and for the first time,
crossed into West Berlin while
border guards stood back and
did nothing to stop them.

The wall, which separated the
city and its people for almost
three decades, was breached.
East and West Berliners pulled
down the wall together.

GERMANY

Control:
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Checkpoint The 155km
Charlie wall enclosed
Foreigners and West Berlin in
diplomats’ East
checkpoint Germany
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sectorinthe east,and U.S., Germany and East visits Berlinand ~ Berlin makes visiting rally in East Berlin’s main

British and French sectors and West Berlin is declares “Ich bin  to East easier for square. The East German stand by. People start
in the west. closed. ein Berliner”. West Berliners. government resigns. tearing down the wall.
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DIRECTIONS: Read over the Berlin Wall
Infographic by scanning the QR Code or
using the handout, then answer the
questions below.

TIMELINE WHAT SURPRISED YOU?

Fill in the Correct information

What fact on the inforgraphic was the most surprising to

YEAR EVENT you? Explain

The Red Army captures Berlin. City is
divide into a Soviet sector in the

, and US, British &
French sectors in the

Soviets force on
West Berlin. The Western Allies supply

the city with airlifts. Bum]E“ FUR‘"FI[ATIUNS

between East &
West Germany & East & West Berlin is List AT LEAST 5 different preventative measures that East

Berlin employed to keep people from escaping to the West

Sectional border between East & west
Berlin, & the Brandenburg Gate are
closed. are
built.

US President

visits Berlin

Four Power agreement over Berlin
makes to East Using only the information listed on the infographic
easier for West Berliners. summarize what you can infer about the Berlin Wall.

US President

Visits berlin and urges Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev to

down the wall.

Nov. 4- About million people
attend a pro-democracy rally in East
Berlin’s main square. The East German
government

Nov. 9- Thousands of East Berliners

into West Berlin as
border guards stand by. People start
tearing down the wall.

Germany is formally
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Per
DIRECTIONS: Read over the Berlin Wall
Infographic by scanning the QR Code or

using the handout, then answer the
questions below.

YEAR

TIMELINE

Fill in the Correct information

EVENT

WHAT SURPRISED YOU?

1945

The Red Army captures Berlin. City is
divide into a Soviet sector in the EAST,
and US, British & French sectors in the
WEST.

1949

Soviets force BLOCKADE on West
Berlin. The Western Allies supply the
city with airlifts.

What fact on the inforgraphic was the most surprising to
you? Explain

ANSWERS VARY

1952

BORDER between East & West
Germany & East & West Berlin is
CLOSED.

BORDER FORTIFICATIONS

1961

Sectional border between East & west
Berlin, & the Brandenburg Gate are
closed. BARRIERS are built.

1963

US President JFK visits Berlin & declares
“Ich bin ein Berliner”.

List AT LEAST 5 different preventative measures that East
Berlin employed to keep people from escaping to the West

GUN PORTS, WATCH TOWER, CONCRETE WALL, WIRE FENCE,
ELECTRIC FENCE, STEEL STAKES, ALARM CABLE, WIRE
ENTANGLEMENTS, DOGS, PATROL VEHICLES, GUARDS,
DITCHES, LIGHTS, SAND

1971

Four Power agreement over Berlin
makes VISITING to East easier for West
Berliners.

SUMMARIZE THE WALL

1987

US President RONALD REAGAN

Visits berlin and urges Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev to TEAR down the
wall.

1989

Nov. 4- About million people
attend a pro-democracy rally in East
Berlin’s main square. The East German
government RESIGNS.

1989

Nov. 9- Thousands of East Berliners
PASS into West Berlin as border guards
stand by. People start tearing down the
wall.

1990

Germany is formally REUNIFIED.

Using only the information listed on the infographic
summarize what you can infer about the Berlin Wall.

ANSWERS VARY
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