Lowrey Middle School

Sixth Grade Mathematics
· Teacher: Mrs. Ghada Makled
                        Classroom No.:  247
Contact Information: 
· Telephone: School Office (313) 827-1800 

· Email: makledg@dearbornschools.org
Dear Parents/Guardians and Students,
Welcome to Lowrey Middle School-Learning Partners and sixth grade Mathematics!  I hope you had a safe and enjoyable summer.  We hope you are as excited about this school year as we are!  I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself.  My name is Mrs. Ghada Makled and I am very happy to be teaching here at Lowrey Middle School.  This is my twelfth year as an employee in Dearborn Public Schools and my ninth year teaching sixth grade mathematics.  I am very excited and enthusiastic to have this wonderful opportunity to work with your student.  I am highly qualified as accredited by the State of Michigan.  I have received my Bachelors of Science degree in Education from the University of Michigan.  I am certified and highly qualified to teach elementary, as well as endorsed to teach middle school Mathematics and Science.  
I love working with children to help them learn, grow and progress in their educational endeavors.  It is my goal to help students develop their vocabulary, critical-thinking skills and problem-solving strategies.  I want to help students reach their ultimate potential and become life-long learners who will be able to progress on in life to be successful individuals.   I am looking forward to an enjoyable year filled with learning!    
Textbook:
· Our main textbook is Ready Common Core: 6 Mathematics-Instructional Book (IB) and Ready Common Core: 6 Mathematics-Practice Problem Solving Book (PPS), Common Core State Standards @2010, c. 2017 Curriculum Associates-LLC.

· A variety of supplementary materials will also be used including the Common Core State Standards: Mathematical Practices (Grade 6) and D.E.C. 2.0 (Dearborn Schools Website) 
· If the student damages or loses the Instructional Book (IB) and/or Practice Problem Solving Book (PPS) the school provides, they are responsible to pay   for replacing both books. 

Course Description / Objectives:
A real-world emphasis will engage students by making Mathematics relevant to their daily lives.  Students will be given the opportunity to refine their computational skills, problem solving, and develop critical thinking abilities.  The sixth-grade math curriculum follows the State of Michigan Common Core State Standards: Mathematical Practices (Grade 6).  They include the following topics students will learn:
· Ratios and Proportional Relationships: Understand ratio concepts and use ratio reasoning to solve problems.
· Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication and division to divide fractions by fractions
· Number system-fraction operations, decimal operations, positive/negative integers
· Compute fluently with multi-digit numbers and find common factors and multiples.
· Fluently divide multi-digit numbers using the standard algorithm.

· Fluently add, subtract, multiply, and divide multi-digit decimals.

· Find the greatest common factor and least common multiple of two whole numbers
· Use the Distributive Property to express the sum of two whole numbers

· Apply and extend previous understandings of numbers to the system of rational numbers.
· Understand that positive and negative numbers are used together to describe

            quantities having opposite directions or values
· Understand ordering and absolute value of rational numbers

· Solve real-world and math problems by graphing points in all four quadrants of 

   the coordinate plane.

· Apply and extend previous understandings or arithmetic to algebraic expressions
· Reason about and solve one-variable equations and inequalities
· Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving area, surface area, and volume
· Represent and analyze quantitative relationships between dependent and independent variables
· Develop understanding of statistical variability/Summarize and describe distributions
School Philosophy:

The Lowrey staff believes that good staff/students relationships are critical to the learning environment.  Most of the staff has gone through training to help each student make informed choices regarding his/her own behavior.  The staff has adopted a set of expectations and consequences to enable each student to function successfully in the classroom.  These expectations and consequences are listed below.  Please read carefully and discuss with your child the importance of creating a safe educational environment.
Lowrey Middle School Classroom Expectations: 
Students are expected to follow the 5 P’s:
Prompt:                           
 Be in your seat and ready to start class
Procedural:                     
 Follow directions the first time they are given
Prepared/ Productive:     
 Bring textbook, paper, pencils/pens, notebooks and binder to class each day
Polite:                             
Raise your hand and wait to be called on before speaking; no shouting out
Positive:                         
Respect yourself, your school, your fellow students and everyone’s property
Discipline Plan and Consequences:

In addition, this year we will be incorporating and utilizing the Positive Behavior Interventions Support (PBIS) program.  PBIS is a collaborative and positive process for structuring the learning environment to support the academic and social success of all students. 
1. Immediate feedback on the behavior.

2. After class/school conference with teacher(s) about the behavior.

3. Detention room and parent notification – phone call home.

4. Behavioral referral sent to the assistant principal and a conference may be scheduled with the parent, teacher(s) and student.  The student may develop a behavioral plan.
Teacher Policies:

· Students are expected to complete and turn in ALL assignments DAILY and on TIME.
· All homework will be checked at the beginning of class.  Missing homework will receive a zero grade.  Assignments handed in late will be marked down unless prior teacher approval was given.

· Students who are absent or have missed class for excused events are expected to turn in homework from the days they were absent upon their return to school.  Students will be given the same amount of time to make up missing work as the duration of their absence.  Students are expected to gather absence worksheets (from classroom absent bin/folder/blog/on-line/etc.) and assignments from the teacher.
· Homework is assigned daily in the textbook (Ready CC) and on-line (Khan, IXL, Ready CC, USA Test Prep, etc.).  This will help students stay updated and not fall behind on what is due if they are absent. It will also allow students (if they are able) to complete their work at home during their absence(s).  

· Homework is posted almost daily on my iBlog and Remind App. 
· It is the students’ responsibility to find out what they missed while they were absent from the teacher or another reliable student in class to complete the make-up work.  Student can meet with the teacher during lunch, before or after school to plan for make-up work as soon as they return to school.
· Students are required to keep notebooks for note-taking (interactive notebook), bell-work (S.L.O.T. book), and C.E.R. writing.  These will be collected and graded throughout the year (each card marking).

· Activities done in class require honest group participation and effort.
Daily Supplies: 

Students MUST bring in the following supplies to class EACH and EVERYDAY:
· Planner and  required textbooks
· Math Binder (Trapper Keeper) with  Red Notebook (1 subject)
· Composition Notebook (Used for “Interactive Notes”)
· S.L.O.T. Booklet/Notebook
· Red folder / Loose leaf paper

· Pencil pouch, Glue stick
· Pencils (2 minimum)/ Eraser / Red pen
· Markers / Colored pencils / Highlighter
· Sharpener with a lid
Backpacks / Purses:  No backpacks or purses will be allowed in class at any time.  
Lockers:  Students will be allowed to go to their lockers only at specified times 
(This will be discussed in class).  Always be prepared for every class in advance!

Grading Policy:
Summative Tests/Exams…….....................................35%

Formative Quizzes……....................................,.........35%

Basic Skills Quizzes………………………........…...10%

SLOT/Bell-Work/Participation/Prepared..…..,…......10%

Homework/Khan Academy/iLearn/IXL………...….10%

Grading Scale:   The grading scale is based on the following: 
98-100….….….….A+

94-97 …..….……..A

90-93…….……….A-

88-89…….……… B+

84-87…….…...…..B

80-83……………..B-
78-79……………..C+

74-77……………..C

70-73……………..C-
68-69……………..D+

64-67……………..D

60-63……………..D-

Below 60…………E
Teacher can round borderline grades up or down based on student’s work ethic, effort and completion of all assigned work (Ex. 89.5 can be a B+ or A-).  Final grades at the end of the school year are averaged, based on all term grades and the final exam.  The final comprehensive exam counts as one test grade.

My expectation for each one of my students is to come to class/school every day prepared, meaning assigned homework is completed, specific readings have been read, and supplies are accessible.  I am expecting that all students come into my classroom prepared striving for success.  Looking forward to a wonderful school year!

Thank you for your cooperation,

Mrs. Ghada Makled                                                                                

Mrs. Ghada Makled, 
Sixth Grade Math Teacher 
Dear Parents/Guardians and Students, 

By signing this sheet, it acknowledges that you and your child/student have read and discussed this classroom syllabus.  It also serves as proof that you fully understand the procedures and expectations that Mrs. Ghada Makled has communicated to you.

___________________________________                  ___________________________
Student Signature

                         Date
_______________________________              _______________________    
Parent Signature                                                Date

Mrs. Ghada Makled                                                August 29, 2019
Teacher’s signature

                          Date
