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Mrs. Kristin Luttrell
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Teacher Contact Information:
LuttreK@dearbornschools.org
Teacher’s blog: https://iblog.dearbornschools.org/luttrell/
(313) 827-1568

Welcome to the 9th Grade Study Skills course! The Study Skills course is designed to assist the freshman ACE students in learning, understanding, and reinforcing concepts and/or assignments presented in the core classes of Language Arts, World History, Algebra 1 and Biology. You will have the opportunity to develop and strengthen good study habits and learning strategies through various instructional methods. As your Study Skills and ACE teacher, I will collaborate with your core subject teachers on an on-going basis to develop study strategies and design lessons to best meet the academic requirements of your core classes and support your individual growth in every class. I will also act as a mentor teacher and guide as you navigate your way through your Freshman year here at Edsel Ford High School. 

What kinds of activities will we be doing in this class?

· Goal-setting – Personal goals, academic goals and behavior goals. Students will be given regular opportunities to set goals and later reflect on how and if they were met. 
· Building effective academic habits such as organization, time-management and communication with teachers and other school staff.
· Restorative Practices: Building strong relationships within the classroom, school and community, and learning how to deal with the challenges and conflicts you may face in these settings.
· Reading critically. You will be reading a variety of texts that will build your reading fluency, build your knowledge in the core subjects, and force you to think critically. As you read, you will learn how to use a variety of reading strategies that you can use across all of your classes.
· Authentic Writing. You will be engaged in a variety of writing activities. Most of these activities will mirror the kinds of writing that take place in your core classes: argumentative writing, writing to explain and quick-writes to improve your writing skills.
· Collaboration: You will work with your fellow students throughout the year - for tutoring purposes and in lessons that will help build strong academic habits and help you in your other classes. Learning how to work with your peers is a vital part of preparing for college/career and the “real world.”
· Field Trips and Guest Speakers

How will I be graded? 
· Formative Assessments (bell work, daily activities, homework, quizzes) consist of 20% of your final grade.
· Summative Assessments (major projects and tests) consist of 80% of your final grade. 

What can I do if I am having difficulty in this class, or any other?
	
Talk to me first! As your ACE co-teacher, it is my job to support you not just in this class but in all of your classes. NO question is insignificant. NO problem or issue you may have is unimportant. I strongly encourage you to ask for help while in classes with me. But, I am also available in my office, in the Projection Room (across from Ms. Haddad’s office) during T-Time and Lunch.

Interventions:
Each Friday, I will be looking at your grades and progress in each of your core classes. I will also conference with you to discuss your grades, attendance and behavior as necessary. If you are earning a D or below in ANY of your classes, you will be assigned mandatory tutoring to be held during your lunch. Tutoring location: TBD.

Other interventions will be designed as needed and will be different for each student. Students are highly encouraged to let their teachers know what they need in order to succeed in their classes. 

Freshman Year Success
Success at Edsel Ford High means demonstrating the following character traits on a daily basis and in ALL of your classes. These traits will be heavily reinforced in the Study Skills course:
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Grit   *   Zest	*   Self-control   *   Optimism   *   Gratitude   *   Social Intelligence   *   Curiosity


The following expectations are designed to ensure your success. 

Behavior infractions will be dealt with in the following ways:
· 1st occurrence: Reset: Verbal warning, seat change, …etc.
· 2nd occurrence: Conference with teacher in hallway.
· 3rd occurrence: Teacher calls home.
· 4th occurrence: Referral to Responsibility Room
· 5th occurrence: Call home and after school detention.  

It is important to address the following expectations in more detail:

INTEGRITY. The work you turn in must be your own. If I find that a student’s work has been plagiarized (copied directly from the internet or from another student and turned in as one’s own work), the student will receive a zero for the assignment and the incident will be reported to the school Administration for further consequences. 

ATTEND CLASS. We will be doing productive work (i.e. learning) every day. Students who miss class are responsible for checking my blog at https://iblog.dearbornschools.org/luttrell/ for finding out what they missed that day and to print out those day’s assignments. Students can also check the colored  folders in the Study Skills classroom. Work will be organized by day of the week. Missed assignments must be made up even if the absence was marked as “Excused.” The number of days absent is equal to the number of days the student has to make up the work. 
BE ON TIME. Students are expected to be on time and sitting in their assigned seat when the bell rings. Once you are seated, you are to take begin the Do Now immediately. Arriving to class even two seconds after the bell rings is a “tardy” and is considered a behavioral infraction and will be dealt with according to the school’s 2018-2019 Tardy Policy. 	
ARRIVE TO CLASS PREPARED. Every day, you are expected to bring your:
· Binder
· Planner
· Pencil
· Lined paper
COMPLETE YOUR ASSIGNMENTS AND TURN THEM IN ON TIME. Assignments are considered “late” if they are turned in after the assigned due date and time. Late work will receive reduced points for each day it is late. 
TURN OFF AND PUT AWAY YOUR CELL PHONES, IPODS, AND OTHER PERSONAL ELECTRONIC DEVICES. Cell phones should not be seen or heard unless the teacher has given express permission that they can be used.  
NO FOOD OR DRINKS IN THE CLASSROOM!! Water bottles with caps are the only exception to this rule. This rule is enforced due to the fact that this classroom is professional learning environment (not a cafeteria). 

What are the daily procedures in this class? 
The following procedures will become daily habits for all students in this class:
1. Seating. Seats are assigned by the teacher at the beginning of the semester. Sit in your assigned seat at all times. 
2. Bell Work. The Bell work question(s) will be displayed on the white board every day when you walk into class. Bell work worksheets will be handed out every two weeks and are to be kept in the student’s binder.
3. Complete your class activities quietly. You are expected to remain quiet (no talking / whispering / socializing) unless the teacher has given express permission to talk for learning purposes. If you would like to speak, you must raise your hand.  
4. Header. All work that is turned in must have a header in the upper right-hand corner which includes:
First  and  Last  Name
Date  (mm/dd/yy)
Study Skills Per. 6 
5. Out-of-Class Procedure. Students must ask permission to leave the classroom for any reason. Students should use the restroom or get drinks of water during the 7-minute passing period. If it is absolutely necessary for the student to leave the classroom, the student planner must be used to sign out. If the student does not have his/her planner, then he/she will not be allowed to leave class for any reason. 
6. End of Class Period
The teacher, not the bell, dismisses students from the class. ALL students must be sitting down in their assigned seats before being dismissed from class.

































Study Skills Course

Edsel Ford High School

2018 - 2019

Mrs. Kristin Luttrell
Student contract:

I, ________________________________________________ (print name), have read and understand the above course syllabus and course expectations.


Student Signature__________________________________________________ Date______________


Dear Parent/Guardian,

Your son/daughter is enrolled in this Study Skills course, an elective course designed to support your student’s achievement in their core classes. This syllabus should give you an idea of what will be learned during the year I am your student’s teacher. The syllabus also outlines the expectations (both academic and behavioral) that I have of the students enrolled in this course. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]By signing this form, you acknowledge that you have read the syllabus. If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at LuttreK@dearbornschools.org or call me at (313) 827-1568. 

Thank you,

Mrs. Kristin Luttrell
ACE & Study Skills Teacher
Edsel Ford High School


Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature_______________________________________ Date_______________

Parent/Guardian Phone:__________________ Email address:_________________________________
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