
Summary of Books for Unit 2: Essential Question: How does class, religion, 

language, and cultural stereotypes influence how one would look at and 

understand the world? 

The Hate U Give- HL590L 
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she 

lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is 
shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a 
police officer. Khalil was unarmed. Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him 
a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. 
Some cops and the local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants to know 
is: what really went down that night? And the only person alive who can answer that is Starr. But what 
Starr does—or does not—say could upend her community. It could also endanger her life. 
 
Refugee- 880L 

Josef is a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi Germany. With the threat of concentration camps 
looming, he and his family board a ship bound for the other side of the world. 

Isabel is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and unrest plaguing her country, she and her family set 
out on a raft, hoping to find safety in America. 

Mahmoud is a Syrian boy in 2015. With his homeland torn apart by violence and destruction, he 
and his family begin a long trek toward Europe. 

All three kids go on harrowing journeys in search of refuge, and all will face unimaginable 
dangers, from drownings to bombings to betrayals. But there is always the hope for tomorrow. Although 
Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are separated by continents and decades, shocking connections tie their 
stories together in the end. 
 
All American Boys- 770L 

Rashad is absent again today. 
That's the sidewalk graffiti that started it all … 
Well, no, actually, a lady tripping over Rashad at the store, making him drop a bag of chips, was 

what started it all. Because it didn't matter what Rashad said next that it was an accident, that he wasn't 
stealing the cop just kept pounding him. Over and over, pummeling him into the pavement. So then 
Rashad, an ROTC kid with mad art skills, was absent again … and again … stuck in a hospital room. Why? 
Because it looked like he was stealing. And he was a black kid in baggy clothes. So he must have been 
stealing. 

And that's how it started. 
And that's what Quinn, a white kid, saw. He saw his best friend's older brother beating the 

daylights out of a classmate. At first Quinn doesn't tell a soul … He's not even sure he understands it. 
And does it matter? The whole thing was caught on camera, anyway. But when the school and nation 
start to divide on what happens, blame spreads like wildfire fed by ugly words like "racism" and "police 
brutality." Quinn realizes he's got to understand it, because, bystander or not, he's a part of history. He 
just has to figure out what side of history that will be. 

Rashad and Quinn one black, one white, both American face the unspeakable truth that racism 
and prejudice didn't die after the civil rights movement. There's a future at stake, a future where no one 
else will have to be absent because of police brutality. They just have to risk everything to change the 
world. 

Cuz that's how it can end. 



 
 
Shout- Prose 
Bestselling author Laurie Halse Anderson is known for the unflinching way she writes about, and 
advocates for, survivors of sexual assault. Now, inspired by her fans and enraged by how little in our 
culture has changed since her groundbreaking novel Speak was first published twenty years ago, she has 
written a poetry memoir. In free verse, Anderson shares reflections, rants, and calls to action woven 
between deeply personal stories from her life that she's never written about before. Searing and soul-
searching, this important memoir is a denouncement of our society's failures and a love letter to all the 
people with the courage to say #MeToo and #TimesUp, whether aloud, online, or only in their own 
hearts. 
 
There Are No Children Here- 970L 

There Are No Children Here, the true story of brothers Lafeyette and Pharoah Rivers, ages 11 
and 9 at the start, brings home the horror of trying to make it in a violence-ridden public housing 
project. The boys live in a gang-plagued war zone on Chicago's West Side, literally learning how to dodge 
bullets the way kids in the suburbs learn to chase baseballs. "If I grow up, I'd like to be a bus driver," says 
Lafeyette at one point. That's if, not when--spoken with the complete innocence of a child. The book's 
title comes from a comment made by the brothers' mother as she and author Alex Kotlowitz 
contemplate the challenges of living in such a hostile environment: "There are no children here," she 
says. "They've seen too much to be children." This book humanizes the problem of inner-city pathology, 
makes readers care about Lafeyette and Pharoah more than they may expect to, and offers a sliver of 
hope buried deep within a world of chaos. 
 
Americanized- 1030L 

At thirteen, bright-eyed, straight-A student Sara Saedi uncovered a terrible family secret: she 
was breaking the law simply by living in the United States. Only two years old when her parents fled 
Iran, she didn't learn of her undocumented status until her older sister wanted to apply for an after-
school job, but couldn't because she didn't have a Social Security number. 

Fear of deportation kept Sara up at night, but it didn't keep her from being a teenager. She 
desperately wanted a green card, along with clear skin, her own car, and a boyfriend. 

Americanized follows Sara's progress toward getting her green card, but that's only a portion of 
her experiences as an Iranian-"American" teenager. From discovering that her parents secretly divorced 
to facilitate her mother's green card application to learning how to tame her unibrow, Sara pivots 
gracefully from the terrifying prospect that she might be kicked out of the country at any time to the 
almost-as-terrifying possibility that she might be the only one of her friends without a date to the prom. 
This moving, often hilarious story is for anyone who has ever shared either fear. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
March (GN)- 790L 

Congressman John Lewis (GA-5) is an American icon, one of the key figures of the civil rights 
movement. His commitment to justice and nonviolence has taken him from an Alabama sharecropper's 
farm to the halls of Congress, from a segregated schoolroom to the 1963 March on Washington, and 
from receiving beatings from state troopers to receiving the Medal of Freedom from the first African-
American president.  

Now, to share his remarkable story with new generations, Lewis presents March, a graphic novel 
trilogy, in collaboration with co-writer Andrew Aydin and New York Times best-selling artist Nate Powell 
(winner of the Eisner Award and LA Times Book Prize finalist for Swallow Me Whole).  

March is a vivid first-hand account of John Lewis' lifelong struggle for civil and human rights, 
meditating in the modern age on the distance traveled since the days of Jim Crow and segregation. 
Rooted in Lewis' personal story, it also reflects on the highs and lows of the broader civil rights 
movement.  

Book One spans John Lewis' youth in rural Alabama, his life-changing meeting with Martin 
Luther King, Jr., the birth of the Nashville Student Movement, and their battle to tear down segregation 
through nonviolent lunch counter sit-ins, building to a stunning climax on the steps of City Hall.  

Many years ago, John Lewis and other student activists drew inspiration from the 1958 comic 
book "Martin Luther King and the Montgomery Story." Now, his own comics bring those days to life for a 
new audience, testifying to a movement whose echoes will be heard for generations. 
 
 


