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	Introduction

The “Hook”:
· Your first couple of sentences should be interesting and grab the reader’s attention.
· Options: Model your opening lines after those of the mentor texts. Remember, you are modeling, not copying!
· Mentor Text #1 - The Talk by Gary Soto
· Mentor Text #2 - Salvation by Langston Hughes
· Mentor Text #3 - Eleven by Sandra Cisneros

Set the Scene:
· Who is involved?
· When does it happen?
· What exactly happens?
· Where does it happen?
· Why is this event significant?

What is the point you are trying to prove with your story?

--EXAMPLE: The afternoon my parents left me in charge of the house I knew I was an adult.




	Body Paragraphs (1 required)

Supporting Evidence: In a personal narrative, your experience acts as the evidence that proves your claim. The events of the story should demonstrate the lesson learned or the significance of the event to you. 

Passage of Time: Story should be in chronological order with transitions. Think about the beginning, middle, and end. Be specific! 
· Some transition words are next, finally, during, after, when, and later

SHOW what happened (descriptions and details that help the reader understand what the author experiences)

Dialogue: Can you incorporate a conversation  between you and another person to show how important it was? Can you quote a person in your story to emphasize what they said?

--EXAMPLE: “Please watch out for your brother,” my mom told me. 

Feelings: Are you making it clear to the reader HOW you were feeling? Was this story a happy moment? Sad? Stressful? Exciting? Use descriptive language to explain. 



	Conclusion (1 paragraph required)

Point of the Story: What is the particular event or experience telling the reader about you?

The Moral of the Story: What lesson was learned?

Reflect: How has life changed after this event or experience?

Options: Model your closing line after that of a mentor text. Remember you are modeling, not copying!




