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DIRECTIONS: Use the journal entry below to construct a body paragraph exploring a theme of the story. Use the quotation in the left-hand column and the pre-written commentary in the right-hand column to support a claim that seems logical to you, given the commentary in the journal.
	Evidence (quotation or detail and context)
	Inference/Commentary

	 Quotation: “But all of us must have something or someone to be proud of, and Doodle had become mine. I did not know then that pride is a wonderful terrible thing, a seed that bears two vines, life and death” (Hurst___).
 
Context: The narrator looks back on the time when he tried to teach his brother Doodle to walk.
	The narrator confesses his need to make Doodle “better” in order to give himself something to be proud of and to receive recognition for his actions. Because he is speaking about an event that happened in the past, he looks back on it with the insight of an adult who has struggled with the consequences of his prideful actions. It’s not that pride in and of itself is bad, but he has realized that too much pride can lead people to do things that can have devastating results.


 
Claim: The author of “The Scarlet Ibis,” James Hurst, suggests through the actions of his characters and his use of language the theme that ____________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

