Honors LA 1

“You’re the expert…”
We are beginning our unit on The Odyssey. The unit will include our readings of the epic itself, but also supplementary material to help illustrate the main points of Greek mythology and the history of the Trojan War. Homer, the author of The Odyssey, was a blind poet who shared his stories orally with fellow Greeks during the late 8th or early 7th century B.C.E. In order to best understand the author’s purpose and its relevance in our own times, we MUST look at the context of the epic.
You will be responsible for learning and teaching your peers about different aspects of the context for The Odyssey.  
GROUP Activity 1: Student-based Learning through Expert Folders
1. You have a folder, at your table, for which you and your group will be responsible.
2. As a group, peruse the various texts and images found in the folder about your TOPIC.
3. Then, each of you should choose 1-2 texts that you will be responsible for reading and summarizing.  You will need to note take on any and all important information.

4. Once this is complete, share out the information with your group to determine the MOST IMPORTANT FACTS to teach to the rest of the class. As a group, decide if further research is necessary to complete step 5. 
5. Decide HOW you want to communicate your “expertise” to the class: a handout, PowerPoint, video, etc. You must limit your presentation to 5 minutes, but be sure to “help” students learn. Should they have a handout? Do they need to take notes?
6. All presentations MUST BE TYPED. If they are on a flashdrive or email, please ensure that they OPEN CORRECTLY on Mrs. Lichocki’s computer BEFORE the date of presentation! It will be a 0 if the documents do not open.

7. You will sign-up for a presentation time with Mrs. Lichocki. ALL presentations will be done in a single class period.

8. GRADING: 6+ 1 Presentation (6points x 8)
                   48 Summative Points

GROUP Activity 2:  Developing a Summative Assessment
1. After the group has prepared their presentation, they must create 5 quiz questions based upon the information that they will teach (the lesson).

2. The quiz questions must be a combination of 1-2 recall questions (multiple choice) and 2-3 application questions (short answer).
3. Type the “quiz” as a Word document with MLA format (all group members’ names).  Submit to Mrs. Lichocki the day after presentations.
4. The students will also be given a culminating quiz based upon ALL of the quizzes submitted by the 7 groups. The quiz will cover gods, goddesses, nymphs, the Trojan War and Greek Mythology.

5. GRADING: 6 + 1 Ideas & Content (6 points x 3)

                                 18 Summative Points

INDIVIDUAL Activity 3: Creative Application 
1. Each of you will complete the following:
a. Create an ORIGINAL god or goddess of your choosing. Give them a Greek inspired name. (For example, please refrain from “God of Sun” or “Sunny”)
b. Draw and color a picture of this deity on computer paper. (10 summative points)
c. Type a 2 paragraph description of the deity, including their physical description, powers, family tree (genealogy), and behaviors/ attitudes. (Ideas 6pts. x 2 + Organization 
6 pts. x 2 = 24 summative points)
