HLA1 and LA 1 
Mrs. Lichocki
“The Scarlet Ibis”
By: James Hurst (Textbook Pages 554-564)
Comprehension and Analysis Questions:
Answer the following questions in COMPLETE sentences. Be sure to RESTATE. For questions 1-22, you will choose to do either evens or odds.  Questions 23-26 MUST ALL be completed.
1. Identify one form of figurative language used by Hurst in the 1st paragraph. 

b. Copy the lines where this figurative language is found.

c. What image is Hurst trying to create?
2. What point of view (p.o.v.) is being used in “The Scarlet Ibis”?

3. What is a grindstone? 
b. What might this grindstone symbolize in comparison to the natural setting around it? 

4. Who is Doodle? Describe him using 4 quotations directly from the text.

5. What was Doodle’s given name? 

a. Why might the narrator have described this name as being “like tying a big tail on a small kite?” (Hurst 555).
b. What does the line, “such a name sounds good only on a tombstone,” imply or foreshadow? 

6. Why is the narrator unhappy with his brother?
b. Using direct quotations from the text, show why the narrator feels this way.

c. What does the author mean by his brother being “invalid?”

7. How and why did William Armstrong “be[come] one of [them]” his 3rd winter?

8. Why does the narrator rename his brother Doodle? 
a. Have you ever given someone a nickname? What was it? Why?

b. Was this nickname out of love or hate? Explain.

9. What begins to happen between Doodle and the narrator once Doodle crawls?

a. Explain why this might be the case. How might Doodle be feeling toward his brother, the narrator? How does his condition explain these feelings?
b. Explain how the narrator’s feeling is different? Focus on the “long list of don’ts.”

c. On page 557, the narrator brings Doodle to Old Woman Swamp.  What is the significance of nature as described in the passage (the natural world)? What is the connection to the brothers?
10. What does “a knot of cruelty borne by the stream of love” mean? 
b. Who do we have love/hate relationships with? Why?

11. What does the narrator’s reasoning for teaching Doodle to walk say about him? What kind of person is he? Explain.

12. How does the p.o.v. affect your understanding and experience with the story? Explain.
13. Think about characters in past readings. How can pride and vanity become one’s demise? What does the author mean by, “but all of us must have someone or something to be proud of, and Doodle had become mine.  I did not know that pride is a wonderful, terrible thing, a seed that bears two vines, life and death?” (Hurst 558).
14. How does the narrator’s response to his family seeing Doodle walk for the 1st time change your perception of him? Is it for the better?  Why or why not?

15. The anecdote about the narrator and his brother’s lies beginning with “people in his stories all had wings and flew wherever they wanted to go” and ending with “Doodle could beat me at lying” is a fascinating and beautiful passage in “The Scarlet Ibis” (Hurst 559).  Analyze the lie about Peter and his peacock.  Why might Doodle have chosen this bird? This story? What might Peter symbolize? What might the bird symbolize?  
16. Identify one form of figurative language in the paragraph beginning with “that winter we didn’t make much progress” (Hurst 560).  What is the purpose of using this figurative language?

17. *Do this question at the end of the story.* What type of character would you describe Doodle as? Dynamic or static? Why? 
a. What type of character would the narrator be? Dynamic or static? Why?

18. What has shifted in the middle of the story?  It reads, “success lay at the end of the summer like a pot of gold…” and in the next paragraph Hurst writes, “in May and June there was no rain and the crops withered.”  This is not as simple as the weather or seasons changing, but a symbolic change.
19. What has changed in terms of Doodle? What is different as school nears?

b. Do you believe that he is becoming ill as doctors expected? Explain why.

c. Is Doodle simply showing 1st day jitters? Why or why not?

20. What is the “great big red bird” compared to once it falls dead at the foot of the tree? Why might Hurst have used this comparison?
21. The story states how “Mama believe[s] in signs” as well as Aunt Nicey believing that “red dead birds” are bad luck. What literary technique is Hurst using? 
b. What might the connection be between Doodle and the Scarlet Ibis?

c. How are the boy and the bird alike? Explain.

22. On page 563, the narrator takes Doodle to prepare for school.  He explains that Doodle was too tired to swim.  The p.o.v. is from the narrator’s perspective (I, me, etc.); however, what might we learn if the story had been told from Doodle’s p.o.v.?  

b. How might Doodle have felt about all of the forced practice and preparation?

23. Once the storm sets in and the boys are racing for cover, the narrator makes mention of 

      things we have heard him say before.  Doodle cries, “Brother, Brother, don’t leave me!” The     

      narrator explains that “streak of cruelty within me awakened…” What is happening in the 

      story? Go back and reread the 1st page. How has the introduction now made more sense?

                       24. “Leaving him far behind with a wall of rain dividing us,” declares the narrator (Hurst 563).          


Nature plays a pivotal role in this story.  Explain how the rain might represent something 



else?  How is nature a sort of character in this story?
25. How does Doodle’s appearance mimic that of the Scarlet Ibis?  What similarities do they 
       share? Use direct lines from the text to support your answer.
                       26.  Do you blame the narrator for Doodle’s death? Why or why not?

Activity 1: Reading Knowledge & Comprehension
You must decide, as a group, how you want to read pages 554 to the 2nd from the last paragraph on the bottom of 559. Will you read silently and individually? Will you take turns, as a group reading aloud? Will you change your means every ten or so minutes? Once you have completed the readings, you will answer the guided reading questions up to #16 (PAY ATTENTION TO DIRECTIONS!!).  Your answers should be completed as a group, which means you will be GRADED as a group. You choose how to complete these questions.
Activity 2:Close & Critical Reading Inferences
Once we begin reading from the bottom of page 559, you will create a triple entry journal. You will be engaging with the text, as well as responding. As you make observations (column 1), be sure to complete the inference column (column 2). What do you infer? What conclusions can be drawn about the situation or the character? In addition, identify and copy the passage, in the story, that supports why you assert this.  Copy the direct quotations from the text and cite the page number. You will bullet point all answers on the journal, except for the first column (summary). Be sure to include at least 8 bullet points per column (this does NOT include the support from the passage/ citations).
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