1-Beginning

2-Emerging

or’s:choice of 'words-conve

sa. NotProficient

z M P

3-Developing

4-Capable

Proficient

s-Experienced

/ot create arvividpicturg-for the'reader?

nner

6-Exceptional :|J

Vocabulary is
limited; author
attempts to use
words to convey
“wmeaning without
success

Vocabulary is flawed or
simplistic, resulting in
impaired meaning; reader
has difficulty
understanding the
message

Vocabulary is
understandable yet lacks
energy and imagination;
some interpretation may
be needed to understand
parts of the piece

Vocabulary is functional
and achieves purpose, using
some imagery and/or
unique word choices;
author’s meaning is easy to
understand

Vocabulary is precise and

appropriate; imagery
emerges

Vocabulary is ?uin_._,.t_m.:r_
engaging, figurative S
language creates <.£le
Iimagery, —Jﬁnh_mﬂ WOrds
enhance meaning in arms
interesting and naturalyay

A Words are so broad,
generic and/or
Inaccurate no;
message is
communicated

Words are vague and
mundane so message is
limited and unclear (e.g.,
“good,” “bad,” nice”)

Words are adequate and
correct in a general
sense; message is
emerging and can be
inferred

Words work to clarify
purpose and meaning and
begin to shape a unique,
individual piece; message is
easy to identify

An easily understood
message is clearly

communicated through

careful word choice

Words are precise n:gq
accurate and chosen :NC
enhance purpose and
meaning; author's abili&y to
craft a vivid image is 3
evident ¢)

B Vocabulary is vague,
words create no clear
message

Vocabulary is confusing
or misleading; even
simple words may be used
incorrectly; no images
emerge

Vocabulary is very basic;
simple words rule; words
tend to “tell” not “show’;
illustrations and/or
examples are mostly
missing; technical
vocabulary is limited or
Inaccurate

Vocabulary includes
familiar words and phrases
that communicate clearly
with a moment or two of
sparkle or imagery;
technical vocabulary is
used accurately

Vocabulary is strong; it's

easy to “see” what the
author says because of

vivid and/or figurative

language; technical
vocabulary is used to
demonstrate author's
understanding

Vocabulary is striking,f)
powerful, and engaging; it
catches the reader’s
imagination and lingers in
mind; recall of significant
phrases or mental images 1s
easy and automatic;
technical vocabulary use i1s
professional

C Words are used
incorrectly, making
message unclear and
secondary to
distracting word
errors

Words are inappropriate
to the purpose: either too
plain or so exaggerated
that they impede
understanding

Word choices are
functional but limited,
slang/text language
(e.g.. LOL, b4, etc.) is
used allowing only for a
basic message

Attempts at creative word
choice demonstrate
willingness to stretch and
grow; author shows
mastery of appropriate
vocabulary for message,
purpose, and audience

Author frequently chooses
creative, precise words to

clarify and enhance
meaning

Word choice is natural,
original and suited to
purpose and audience;
words and phrases are
unique, effective, and enrich
the author's message

D | Misuse of parts of
speech is frequent,
contusing reader and
clouding the message

Limited variety in parts of
speech and/or jargon or

clichés distracts from
message

Mechanical parts of
speech reflect a lack of
craftsmanship; passive
verbs, overused nouns,
and lack of moditiers and
variety limit the message
and make the piece
uninteresting

Accurate and occasionally
refined parts of speech are
functional and start to

shape message

Correct and varied parts

of speech are chosen

carefully to communic

ate

message and clarify and

enrich writing

Parts of speech are crafted
to best convey message;
lively verbs energize,
precise nouns/modifiers
add depth, color, and
specificity



