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meaning and flow

and compound-
complex) are used to
create balance
Thoughtful and Creative and appropriate
varied transitions transitions show how each
move reader easily sentence relates to previous
through piece one and ties piece together

Transition words and
phrases (e.g.. either, in
sum, because) hold piece
together

A few simple transition
words or phrases lead
reader from sentence to
sentence, though
coherence remains
limited

Basic transitions (e.g.,
and, so, but, then,
because) do little to lead
the reader through the
piece, and if used, seem

randomly applied

Weak or no transitions
create a jumble of
language that is too
choppy and/or full of
D | run-on sentences; lack of
connected sentences
leave piece sounding
disordered
Rhythm is choppy. not
fluid; piece cannot be
read aloud without
author’s help, even with
practice

Rhythm flows; writing has
cadence; first reading aloud is
expressive and pleasurable

Rhythm works
throughout; reader
can read aloud easily

Rhythm is mostly present;
most sentences invite oral
reading, but some remain

stiff or choppy \f

Rhythm is presentin
places; reader can read
aloud after a few re-
readings; sounds flat

Rhythm is random and
choppy or inappropriately
simplistic; writing does
not invite expressive oral
reading
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