
“Poem Gets Football Player Kicked Off Team”

A high school football player in Ohio was kicked off the team and suspended from school. This happened after he wrote a poem for English class critical of his team. 

Nick Andre, 16, was punished after reading the poem in class. The assignment was to write about something that made him angry. He took out his frustration on the 1-7 Rittman High School gridiron team.

Nick was a junior defensive end on the Rittman football team. He chose to write a poem he entitled “Stupid.” The poem was about the Indians' season so far, which has consisted of one win and seven losses. 

“I felt like it was my right to express what I just felt," said Nick.

The principal of the school southwest of Akron said the teen "wrote a mean and disrespectful poem about another student and our athletic director/head coach." The principal called it "harassment."

Nick was stunned when the school suspended him for four days. He was also removed him from the football team for the final two games of the season. “It’s like wow, just over doing my school work, I get in trouble, get thrown off the football team, you know get suspended for four days, which could potentially really mess up my grades,” he said.

Cleveland Civil Rights Attorney Avery Friedman has won a number of cases involving students who were disciplined for expressing their opinions. He believes Nick Andre’s rights have been violated. 

“The breadth of expression, even in public schools, is virtually limitless, unless speech is creating material disruption to the educational process, which certainly isn’t here,” said Friedman.
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