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Location of Khotan, 10th century

Attribution: PBS, The Story of China. Accessed at: http://www.pbs.org/story-china/map/#/map/tang 

Khotan was 
located along 
the southern 
edge of the 
Taklamakan 
Desert.

The 
phrasebook 
mentions 
travelers 
from India
and Tibet.

TIBET

http://www.pbs.org/story-china/map/#/map/tang


A Khotanese-Sanskrit 
Phrasebook (Source 4) …

th
in

k, 
wan

t, 

ex
per

ien
ce



AFTER YOU READ… 
(1) How reliable is this source for teaching others about the ancient Silk Road?

Reliable –

Unreliable – 

(2) What does this phrasebook help you understand about the Silk Road? 
__________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

(3) Box the parts of the source that help you think about the central question. 



Our Central Question

Which sources are 

most reliable for 

learning about 

the ancient Silk Road?


