
New Tool! 
Time to 
“Weigh the 
Evidence”



In your groups...

1.

2.



In your groups discuss...



In your groups, sort by...



In your groups discuss...
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In your groups discuss...



In your groups...
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In your groups discuss...



Now... remember our assignment 
for the Investigation...



Our Central Question for 
this Investigation:

What was important to 
King Hammurabi?



Our Assignment! 
Hammurabi’s Laws are 
on permanent display at 
the Louvre Museum in 
Paris, France...

Just keep this in 
mind for now...



Our Assignment! 
The museum curators 
have written information 
about the Laws that 
viewers can read when 
they visit the exhibit

Just keep 
this in 
mind for 
now...



Our Assignment! 
The curators want to add a new section to their exhibit 
that explains what was important to King Hammurabi 
using various sources as evidence.

Your Task: Read the argument that the museum 
makes about what was important to Hammurabi. In an 
email, critique any problems you see with the 
argument. Include evidence and reasoning in your 
critique.

Just keep this in mind for now...



The Louvre’s Argument
“Fairness was important to King Hammurabi, the ruler of ancient 
Babylon. For example, one of his laws is “If a child should strike his 
father, they shall  cut off his hand.”  This shows that Hammurabi  
wanted his punishments to be equal to the crime. This is reliable  
because these are Hammurabi’s  own words. Also, in other steles  
about Hammurabi, it says he “resolves disputes.” This shows that he 
cares about judging crimes fairly. We can also trust this source because 
it was displayed in cities all over Mesopotamia, so it must be true.”



Weigh the Evidence Chart



The Louvre’s Argument-- break it down

“Fairness was important to King 
Hammurabi, the ruler of ancient 
Babylon. For example, one of his laws 
is “If a child should strike his father, 
they shall  cut off his hand.”  This 
shows that Hammurabi wanted his 
punishments to be equal to the crime. 
This is reliable because these are 
Hammurabi’s own words…”

What is a 
problem with 

this argument?



The Louvre’s Argument-- break it down

“Fairness was important to King 
Hammurabi, the ruler of ancient 
Babylon. For example, one of his laws 
is “If a child should strike his father, 
they shall  cut off his hand.”  This 
shows that Hammurabi wanted his 
punishments to be equal to the crime. 
This is reliable because these are 
Hammurabi’s own words…”

What evidence can you 
use to show that there is a 
problem with the Louvre’s 

argument?



The Louvre’s Argument-- break it down

“Also, in other steles about 
Hammurabi, it says he “resolves 
disputes.” This shows that he 
cares about judging crimes fairly. 
We can also trust this source 
because it was displayed in cities 
all over Mesopotamia, so it must 
be true.”

What is another 
problem with 

this argument?



Complete the Weigh the Evidence 
chart!



Share Out


