
10/2 Quick Write

What does “biped” mean? Why does being a biped help 
you survive?

A “biped” means….
Being a biped helps you survive because...

Use the 
textbook… 
page 15!



10/2 Quick Write

A “biped” means…. to walk on two feet.
Being a biped helps you survive because… you 
can use your  hands to carry and collect food, 
use tools, defend yourself etc...

Use the 
textbook… 
page 15!



Objectives

Content:
I can understand the capabilities of different hominid 
groups by explaining their main capabilities in my graphic 
organizer.

Language:
I can orally explain different hominid capabilities using the 
sentence stem:

The hominid group_____________ was capable of…



Questions on reading or CER?



#1: Australopithecus Afarensis: Lucy

“Southern Ape”

3-4 million years ago

Found in Africa 

Capabilities:

● Walked upright (biped)-- able to collect/carry food and defend 
self/children



#2: Homo Habilis: Handy Man

1.5 -- 2 million years ago

Found in Africa 

Capabilities:

● Still biped
● Made tools (simple)

○ Animal bones for digging
○ Rocks for chopping
○ Sharp stones for cutting

● Lived in groups
○ Protection
○ Gather more food



#3 Homo Erectus: Upright Man

1.8 million to 200,000 years ago

Found in Africa, Asia, Europe 

Capabilities:

● Strong walker/runner (travelled a lot)
● Made more complex tools 

○ Stone hand axes
● Used FIRE

○ Cooked meat, adapt to cold, protection
● Built huts (didn’t need caves)



#4 Homo Sapiens Neanderthalensis: Neanderthal Man

200,000 -- 28,000 years ago

Found in Africa, Asia, Europe 

Capabilities:

● Intelligent (large brain)
● Many complex tools (60 types)

○ Knives
○ Scrapers
○ Spears

● Lived and Hunted together
● Sense of community and ritual



#5 Homo Sapiens Sapiens: Doubly Wise Men

150,000 years ago

Found everywhere

Capabilities:

● Built earth and stone shelter
● Toolmakers

○ Tools for cutting, engraving and sculpting
○ Sewing needles
○ Spear thrower and bow & arrow

● Long distance hunting→ safer
● Artwork
● Language



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JLblq9ZvutE

