Biome Project
Exploring the World’s Biomes 

Step 1-There are different biomes in the world… select a biome from the following list to research: 
Choices: Aquatic, Desert, Forest, Grassland, Tundra
Check out the website below to help you decide on your biome (below).
http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/exhibits/biomes/index.php

Below are more personalized websites once you make your selection. You are ONLY CHOOSING 1 BIOME TO RESEARCH

Aquatic
1. Freshwater
Definition of freshwater
Enchanted Learning: Freshwater biome 
The Freshwater biome
Freshwater images
Kids Do Ecology: Freshwater Biome
What is a freshwater biome?
Freshwater Biome Description
Planet Earth Freshwater Biome
Information about Freshwater biomes
Biomes of the World: Freshwater
Freshwater Biome Information
Freshwater Video from NeoK12

2. Ocean
Definition of Ocean
Enchanted Learning: Ocean Biome
Ocean Topics
Ocean biome information
The marine biome
Ocean Biome information
Ocean images
Ocean Food Chain
Coral Reef Video from NeoK12

Desert
Definition of Desert
Desert Blue Planet Biome Information (maps, plants, animals, climate)
Enchanted Learning: Desert Biome Animal Printouts
Desert Animals and Wildlife
Desert Images
Desert Biome Information
Desert Topics 
Sahara Desert Video from NeoK12
Desert Wildlife Video from NeoK12
Desert Cacti Video from NeoK12
Desert Plants and Cactus Video from Neo K12
Desert Biome Video from Neo K12
Plant Growth of Tropical Flowers in the desert Video from NeoK12
How desert insects, scorpions and snakes survive Video from NeoK12

Forest
1. Tropical Rainforest 
Definition of Rainforest
Rainforest Blue Planet Biome Information (map, plants, animals, climate)
Rainforest Facts
What is a Rainforest?
Rainforest Animals 
Enchanged Learning: All About Rainforests 
Tropical Rainforests for kids
Tropical Rainforest Video from NeoK12
Life in the Tropical Rainforest Video from NeoK12

2. Temperate Forest 
Definition of Temperate Forest
Temperate Forests Glossopedia 
Deciduous Forest Blue Planet Biome Information (maps, plants, animals, climate)
Enchanted Learning: Temperate Deciduous Forest  Animal Printout
Temperate/Deciduous Forest Information
Kids Do Ecology: Temperate Forest 
Temperate Deciduous Forest Topic Information 
Land Biomes: Temperate Forest
Images for Temperate Forest
Temperate Forest Video from NeoK12
Temperate/Deciduous Forest Video from NeoK12

Grasslands 
Definition of Savanna
Savanna Blue Planet Biome Information (map, plants, animals, climate)
Enchanted Learning: Savanna Animal Printouts
Tropical Savanna 
Savanna Biome Information
Grassland Biome Information
Savanna Images
Savanna Video from NeoK12
Grassland Video from NeoK12

Tundra
Definition of Tundra
Blue Planet Tundra Biome information (map, plants, animals, climate)
National Geographic Tundra Information
Tundra Animal Printouts (information of tundra animals)
Tundra biome information
Taiga and Tundra Video from NeoK12

Below are the directions for the Biomes project and the rubric that will be used to score the project.  Please look carefully at the rubric to make sure you are including all of the elements needed.
Step 2- Research about your biome.  Please refer to biomes project directions (above) so you know what questions you need to research.  Please be sure and use reliable resources when doing your research.

Step 3-Complete a brainstorm of all the different components of your chosen Biome. This step will be collected with your final project. You will use this brainstorm to complete a poster. If getting a poster isn’t possible, you may turn in each part on a separate piece of paper. You will need to complete a:
1. A background drawing (printed picture accepted)
2. A world map indicating the biome regions (either create your own, or print one out)
3. A description of the climate in a complete paragraph
4. A description of 3 plants in the form of a complete paragraph
5. A description of 5 animals in the form of a complete paragraph
6. A picture of a labeled food chain (be sure to begin with the sun and end with decomposers)
7. A description of human interference in the form of a complete paragraph

Here is an example of what the poster would look like
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Step 4- Create a terrarium (using a shoebox) to display your chosen biome. Look at the examples below.

	Requirements
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Research
	One source (not reliable) is used to find information on my biome
	At least one reliable source was used to find information on my biome
	At least two reliable sources were used to find information on my biome
	More than two reliable sources were used to find information on my biome

	Outline
	My outline is partially complete, with very little to no details about the ecosystems within my biome; bare minimum
	My outline is complete with some details of the ecosystems within my biome, but I lack evidence of deep knowledge
	My outline is complete, and I have some details of each of the required elements recorded. There is some deeper knowledge
	My outline in thorough and complete, with multiple details showing a  deep knowledge of my biomes

	Poster Focus and Structure
	A bit focused but has no real paragraph structure for components; missing parts
	Poster somewhat focused with paragraphs, however the paragraphs are not organized by content properly; I have most components done, but not all
	My poster is organized into paragraphs by content, and I have clear pictures of plants and animals with appropriate labels. My food chain is done well, but it could be better.
	My poster is organized into paragraphs by content that are written well, and I have a beautifully detailed pictures of plants and animals with appropriate labels. My food chain isn’t missing any component and my work is exceptionally neat.

	Terrarium
	I covered most of the required content at bare minimum; no details, an incomplete or sloppy display of knowledge
	
	
	I covered the required content, with details, I have a neat and complete display of my chosen biome that shows beautiful detail and is my best work.


List of resources for my research:
1. _______________________________________________________________________________
2. _______________________________________________________________________________
3. _______________________________________________________________________________
Total rubric points:
16 = A		14 -11= C 	7- below = F
15 = B		10-8 = D
Due Dates:
Project is introduced and biome is chosen…March 22-25
Research and Outline completion…March 29
Use outline to assemble your poster and create your terrarium…March 30 – April 12
Poster due at school when we return -–April 13
Shoebox terrarium due at school when we return — April 13th
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