To Kill a Mockingbird    Chapters 7 & 8
Respond to each of the following questions in a well-developed response that uses examples from the story to back up your answer.

1. Infer what Jem is trying to tell Scout about the gifts in the tree.  How do you think he knows? Find some evidence to support your thoughts.  Why doesn’t he tell Scout at this point?

2. Why does Jem cry at the end of chapter 7?  What is he beginning to realize about adults and how is this contributing to a “loss of innocence”?  Why did Harper Lee include this at this point in the novel?  What motif is she emphasizing and why?

3. What characteristics are revealed about Miss Maudie about her response to the fire? List two different traits and provide the quoted text evidence you used to make your inferences.  Add some reasoning for your choices.
     2.   How do Atticus, Jem, Scout, and the rest of the townspeople react? Explain how  

           this scene also helps develop the idea of seeing people beyond our expectations or 

           stereotypes.
3. What is Atticus’ attitude toward his defense of Tom Robinson?  Explain in your own words but then choose one line of dialogue from Atticus that you feel best represents his attitude. What does this reveal about his character? What traits are emphasized and why?
4. Contrast Aunt Alexandra and Atticus in at least two different ways. Supply some text evidence for your contrasts. Why do you think they see the world so differently?
5. What are the effects of the events of Chapter 10 on Jem, Scout, and Atticus?

6. Explain how the theme of tolerance is taught through the events that occur between Mrs. Dubose and Jem.

