“Contents of a Dead Man’s Pocket” Writing—Eulogy and Epitaph

Suppose the title of the story were a true indicator of the outcome of the story and Tom had fallen off the ledge and died.  Write a eulogy (minimum of 10 sentences) for Tom to be read at his funeral that discusses his personality and what he valued in life. Use the eulogy samples I gave as an indicator of purpose, style, and tone. Use what you learned about Tom through his thoughts and actions in the story.  You and a partner will do one (highlighted) of the following identities: Tom’s wife, his boss, his best friend, his mother, his father, a co-worker, or his neighbor and write from the perspective of that person. You will be presenting your eulogy in class as we have a “funeral” to lay Tome Beneke to rest.  You may draft on this page.  Re-write neatly on loose leaf and attach your tombstone epitaph.
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