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Directions:  As each sections of the play indicated below is read, work with you partner to answer the questions in complete sentences.  Make sure you refer clearly to text evidence and provide clear reasoning to support your answers.

1. In the first part of Brutus’ soliloquy (lines 10-34), what decision is he mulling over?  Explain this as well as why his metaphors of a “serpent’s egg” and the analogy of the climbing of a ladder are good techniques for this section of rising action.

2. As Brutus’ soliloquy continues in lines 46-58, he is looking over some letters he has received.  
a) What do these letters ask of him?  
b) What is his decision?

3. Define dramatic irony and explain how the letters are an example of dramatic irony? Be specific!
a) Definition:  

b) Explanation:

4. In lines 60-69, Brutus shares his thoughts about his decision.    
a) Has it been an easy decision for him?  Why or why not?

b) Provide evidence to back up your answer.

5. After being informed by a servant that some men in disguise are at the house, Brutus speaks about their appearance in lines 77-85.  Using the text aid on page 843, explain the allusion to Erebus.  What is Brutus trying to say about the men?

Caesar ACT II, sc.i  (pgs 844-47)  Group Reading & Analysis

Directions:  Assign parts in your group so that everyone is reading.  Some students will need to read more than one part for the minor characters as they have fewer lines. Fill in your name.

Cassius:






Brutus:

Decius/Cinna:





Casca/Metellus/Trebonius:

GIST: Write a 3 sentence SUMMARY of the text you have just read. Include the MOST IMPORTANT ideas:

Analysis questions:

1. Interpret: Why would Brutus be against someone like Cicero who “will not allow anything that other men begin”? 
a) What trait does it INFER about Cicero?  
b) What does it reinforce about Brutus?

2. Supplying Text Evidence: Quote the lines (II,i, lines) that show how Brutus thinks the Romans would regard them if they killed Antony as well as Caesar. Use Shakespearian notation.
3. Interpreting: What view of Marc Antony does Brutus provide in his description of him (l. 185-89)?

4. Writer’s Craft: Why does Shakespeare used the anachronism of the chiming clock at this point?  What effect does it have on the rising action? Explain.

5. Interpreting/connecting: Explain the shift of power that is occurring in this part of the play.  How is it an example of situational irony?

6. Synthesis/Writer’s Craft-Find an example of parallel structure in the text to an earlier part of the play.  Summarize the lines and clearly explain what it connects back to.  Why would Shakespeare repeat this idea at this point of the rising action?  What effect does it have on the audience?
Caesar Act II Close Reading Skill Practice: anachronism, parallel structure, use of rhetoric

IN CLASS: Assign parts; read aloud and after each set of lines, PARAPHRASE aloud to reinforce meaning. Make sure you use the footnotes and any text aids.

Questions:  Answer in complete sentences with clear references/text evidence and reasoning. Due the Monday of return  

( Act II, s.i,  pgs. 847-49)

1. PARAPHRASE Decius’ lines about what he’ll do to get Caesar to the Capitol (201-212).  What trait about Caesar is being reinforced here and why?
(Act II, s.i, pgs. 849-50)

2. How does the dialogue between Portia and Brutus PARALLEL ACT I. sc. ii between Cassius and Brutus? Summarize the discussion between each pair.
3. Supplying Text Evidence: Quote the lines (II,ii, 261-78) that show how Portia using ETHOS to persuade her husband. Explain how it is an appeal to ethos (using the Modes of Rhetoric chart for synonyms).

4. Interpreting: What view of herself does Portia (l. 279-87) present to Brutus? What mode of rhetoric is she using here and why?

5. Writer’s Craft: Why does Shakespeare use an allusion to Cato in line 294? What effect does it have on the purpose of the discussion between Portia and Brutus? Why is this mode of rhetoric a good technique to use on Brutus? Explain.

(Act II, s.i, pgs. 850-51)
6. Interpret/Characterization: How is Brutus’ honor reinforced by the actions of Caius Ligarius?  Re-read his lines 320-26 and 332—35.  Explain.

(Act II, s.ii, pgs. 851-853)

7. Why doesn’t Calpurnia want Caesar to go to the capital?
(Act II, s.ii, pgs. 853-855)

8. Who convinces Caesar to go and what methods does he use?
(Act II, s.iii, pg. 855)
9. Who is Artemidorus and what has he done?
10. How does this brief scene create suspense?
(Act II, s.iv, pgs. 855-857)

11. Why does Portia send Lucius to the capital, and then act like nothing is wrong?
12. Did Brutus tell Portia about the plot against Caesar?  Why or why not?
