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Chapter 4: The Great Lakes: The U.S. & Canada’s Freshwater Treasure Study Guide

01. Label the Great Lakes (Huron, Ontario, Michigan, Erie & Superior), Canada & ALL 8 U.S. States that border the Great Lakes Region (Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Pennsylvania, New York & Michigan).
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02. Which of the Great Lakes is the biggest?



03. Which of the Great Lakes is the only Great Lake to be entirely in the U.S. territory?



04. Which of the Great Lakes is the smallest in volume and the shallowest, not surface area?



05. Define what a glacier is & what are the two kinds?





06. How many Ice Ages do scientists believe have occurred?
a.) two			b.) three		c.) four			d.) five

07. A community of all living things in an area and the environment in which they live (similar to biome) is a called what?



08. True or False: The Great Lakes make up the world’s largest freshwater ecosystem at almost 21%.


09. How many U.S. States border the Great Lakes?
a.) five			b.) six			c.) seven		d.) eight


10. Define a watershed (drainage basin).






11. The triangle-shaped deposit of sand and sediment that occurs where a river flows into an ocean is called what?


12. What is the difference between a food chain and a food web?








13. Damage to the natural environment caused by harmful substances is known as what?



14. True or False: In, 1972, the U.S. and Russia created the first Great Lakes Water Agreement pledging to clean up and protect the Great Lakes ecosystem.


15. What is the difference between point-source and non-point pollution?







16. A chemical or substance such as PCB’s and DDT that is poisonous to humans or other living things is called what?



17. Define sediment.




18. Define run-off.




19. Something that pollutes, or damages air, soil or the water is called what?



20. What are three effects of acid rain?






21. Non-native plants and animals that invade an ecosystem and challenge it is what?  Also, give three examples.







22. The natural environment in which a plant or animal lives is called what?
a.) biome		b.) ecosystem		c.) habitat		d.) home


23. What is the gradual increase in the temperature of Earth’s surface over time called?



24. Define wetland.






25. An underground layer of water-bearing permeable rock, rock fractures or unconsolidated materials (gravel, sand or silt) from which groundwater can be extracted using a water well is a what?



26. What is the longest river in the U.S.?



27. Define deforestation.






28. What are specific examples of habitat loss (destruction) in the Great Lakes Region? Name three.






29. What are specific examples of pollution in the Great Lakes Region? Name three.






30. In your opinion; how can people best use and protect Earth’s freshwater ecosystem? 







31. How were the Great Lakes formed? Explain.








32. What are the differences between fresh water and salt water besides the obvious? Name two.








33. What is precipitation that has a pH level less than 5.6?




BONUS: (+1) What are three endangered species native to the Great Lakes Region?
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