Study Guide – Local Government
Please review these vocabulary words to prepare for the test on Thursday 10/24
1. Government action - things a government or people working for a government do.  Example:  Repairing the road is a government action.
2. Private action - things a private person does.  Example:  Making you clean your room is a private action your mother can take.
3. Individual rights - things an individual person is entitled to have or to do.  Example:  You have the right to own property. You have the right to speak freely.
4. Common good people working together for the benefit of everybody. Example:  When local governments provide services like fixing roads they are looking out for the common good.
5. Pledge of Allegiance a promise to love, honor and respect our country.  Example:  We salute the flag when we say the Pledge of Allegiance.
6. Patriotism- showing love and respect for our country. Example:  You are showing patriotism when you say the Pledge of Allegiance 
7. Symbol- something that stands for something else.  Example:  The flag is a symbol of our country.
8. Three Branches of Government-the three different sections of government.  Example:  One branch makes laws. One branch enforces laws. One branch decides what the laws mean. 
9. Mayor-the leader in a community who enforces the laws  Example:  A mayor is part of one of the branches of government.
10. Court_-the branch of government that interprets laws and decides the punishment for breaking laws   Example:  A court is part of one of the branches of government.  City council
11. Laws-what rules are called in a community, state, or country   Example:  Community laws keep people safe. 
12. Example of a law- following the speed limit is an example of a law.
13. Community Services -things that a community government does for people living in a community.  Example:  Fighting fires and providing police protection are community services. Community service example
14. Diversity- Differences among people or groups of people    Example:  Diversity includes differences in foods, language, religion, and traditions. 
15. Vote- is a fair way to make a decision 
16. Citizen - a member of a community. Example:  You are a citizen of your classroom, your school, and your community
17. Personal responsibility - things individual people are supposed to do. Example:  Brushing your teeth and doing your homework are personal responsibilities.
18. Civic responsibility - things members of a community are supposed to do. Example:  Voting and obeying laws are civic responsibilities.

19. Constructive response – Write your answer on the back
Our principal is trying to decide whether to buy new games for indoor recess or a new table for the lunchroom.  He can’t buy both.  Explain what you think would be best for the school.  Give at least two reasons for your opinion.
