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          BIOLOGY CLASSROOM GUIDELINES
Fall 2013
I. Course objectives:  Biology is an experimental life science.  Topics in biology include the scientific process, cells and their chemistry, interactions of cells and organisms and their environment, diversity of living organisms, and cell reproduction. 
II. These topics will be explored through a variety of means:  Class discussion and notes, textbook assignments, laboratory experiments and investigations, library and computer research and writing exercises.   Our main focus throughout the semester is INQUIRY based learning, which will be implemented throughout the year. 
Students will also learn and practice effective reasoning, critical thinking, and problem solving, through inquiry based learning.
In order to develop skills of effectiveness of writing, formal lab reports will be written after each lab experiment.
III. Materials needed to bring to class every day.

    A.      Binder and Planners: 
   The student is expected to have a one-inch binder with 5 tabs: BW, NOTES, CM #1, CM #2, and CM #3.   In addition, your planner MUST be with you on a daily basis.  
    B.      Pencils and Pens

  The student is expected to bring two writing utensils as well as loose leaf paper to class to do class work.
Textbook: We will be using Modern Biology by Holt textbook. Your book is available online. A class set stays in class, however, if you must have a book to take home, you may sign one out from the teacher to use during the semester. A fee will be imposed on damaged or lost books.


my.hrw.com


Login: bstudent294 


Password: d4j5v  

IV.   Labs
Labs are an important part of the course.  Proper lab write-ups are required.  Also, proper behavior is required for students to participate in lab activities. Part of the grade will be based on lab techniques and lab behavior. 
V.   Class work and Homework
There will be several tests during each card marking period.  Each test will cover one unit.  There will be a selected number of assignments including reading, research, problem solving, critical thinking and cooperative learning assignments.  During this period, class discussion, questions and answers will occur.  The assignments are designed to be used to study for the tests after they are completed.   If the student understands the material from the assignments, then they will know enough information to pass the tests (not necessarily an A). To receive an A on tests, the student must be able to apply the material to new situations.
VI.   Grading
        All final grades are based on accumulated points.  Please check Mistar for updated student grades.  Updates are made daily.  Formative assessment will be 20%: bell work, homework, participation, class work. Summative assessment will be 80%:  lab activities/reports, quizzes, six plus one writing, tests, projects, and final exam.  Any cheating will be documented in your permanent file at FHS and you will forfeit your chances of becoming Valedictorian or Salutatorian during your graduating class of 2017!!! 
The Grading Scale- 
      A ……..93-100%
C……..73-76%
                                   A- ……90-92%          C-……70-72%


      B+…….87-89%          D+……67-69%


      B………83-86%         D…….63-66%


      B-……..80-82%          D-……60-62%


      C+…….77-79%          E…….59 or below
VII.    Late Work/Make-Up Work
 Assignments will be listed on the board.  You are responsible for your own make up work.   Please refer to the attached sheet for our attendance policy.  For Biology students only, one retake will be allowed per semester, and it is based upon the following criteria:  All assignments must have been completed for that unit.  The retake will be in an essay form.  It will be given before school at 6:30am, by appointment. If the student scores lower on the retake, that grade WILL be used. 

VIII. Completeness
1. On the top line of the assignment must be the title of the assignment indicating page number(s) and questions assigned when appropriate.
2. Assignment headers must be in MLA format.
IX.    Substitute Behavior

         Students are expected to be on their best behavior when a substitute is in the room. No student is allowed to change seats or leave the room.  If the substitute leaves any names of students not following the class expectations, a detention will be given and focus card will be signed twice.  
X.   Guidelines and Procedures (Biology 9th Grade Academy)
1. Upon entering the class, please read the agenda on the board and follow the instructions accordingly.  

2.    Students must be in their assigned seats when the bell rings and begin the bell work       immediately using your own supplies and materials.
3.    Students are expected to follow common rules of classroom courtesy such as:  raise hand before speaking, use appropriate language, follow directions the first time, and stay seated.  Also:  students should abide by the district’s core values.
4.   All students are expected to work up until the bell rings.  You will always have some      assignment to work on and are expected to do so.  Use your class time to the fullest.  The instructor will dismiss the class and do not wait by the door until the dismissal bell. (Front door exit only).
Consequences of not following classroom guidelines and procedures:  




Extra Help: At times where extra help is needed, I am available by appointment, usually before school.
Contact Information:

Ms. S. Kassem: 313-827-1400;  Room A-121 Ex. 23670; E-mail: Kassems@dearbornschools.org 
iBlog: http://iblog.dearbornschools.org/kassems/
The following is the course guideline for the entire semester.  Please refer to it as needed:
CURRICULUM MAPPING TEMPLATE

DEARBORN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE

Tentative plan of work-sequence
	Unit
	Chapter: Modern Biology
	Days of Instruction and Order

	Inquiry
	Chapter 1
	4 days & throughout year 

	Ecology
	Chapters 18, 19, and 22
	11 days

	Biochemistry
	Chapters 2 and 3
	16 days

	Cells and Energy Transfer in Living Things
	Chapters 4, 24(viruses), 6 and 7
	21 days

	Homeostasis: Cell Transport and Body Systems
	Chapter 5, and parts of chapters 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50
	23 days


	Cell Division: (mitosis only)
	 Chapter 8 
	8 days


Please sign below.  Then cut on the dotted line and turn in by Friday September 13, 2013.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read the above rules and procedures and I agree to abide by any printed guidelines or instructions provided by Mrs. Kassem.

Printed Student Name: _________________________________________________

Student Signature: _____________________________________________________

Parent or Guardian Signature:

(Printed and signed):____________________________________________________

Mrs. S. Kassem Signature: _______________________________________________
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