UNITED KINGDOM
In April, the nation announced
plans to ban all-one-fime-use
plastics; including cotton swabs
and straws, as early as 2019.

NORTH

THE U.S. AND
CANADA

By the end of this
vear, the U.S.
and €anada will
have banned
cosmetics that
include
microbeads.
(Those are tiny
plastic beads

that act as skin
exfoliants.)

“PACIFIC
OCEAN

CHILE /
Earlierthisyear, Chile became
the first South American nation
to ban businesses from using
plastic grocery bags. Violators
could face fines of nearly $400.

Map Skills
1. Which country banned a
type of take-out container?
2. What will be banned in the
United States and Canada
by the end of this year?
3. Which country was
responsible for the most
plastic in the ocean in 2010?
4. Which ocean borders most
of Chile?
5. How much plastic ocean
waste came from the
Philippines in 20107
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SOUTHERN OCEAN
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Which labeled countries
are south of the equator?
7. How much could businesses
in Chile be fined for using
plastic grocery bags?
Which labeled countries
plan to ban plastic straws?
9. What does Taiwan plan to
do by 2030?
10. Which country was
responsible for twice as
much plastic waste in the
ocean in 2010 as Sri Lanka?

/ZIMBABWE
In 2017, this country banned
take-out food containers
made of polystyrene foam.
That is a type of plastic that
produces toxic chemicals
when burned with other trash.

TAIWAN
Taiwan has
declared that

| i’s on track to
eliminate all
one-time-use

404 plastic—
7 including
utensils, cups,
straws, and
bags—by 2030.
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Where Most Ocean
Plastic Comes From

In 2010, half of the world’s mismanaged
plastic waste came from five nations. This
graph shows how much waste from each
of those nations ended up in the oceans.
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plastic meant for one-time use. Either reuse those until they’re practically destroyed. If more people do

items or avoid buying them in the first place, they say. things like that, it would make a difference.” ¢
“When I was a kid, Ziploc bags were a single-use

item,” Savoca says. Now when he and his family use —

plastic bags, they treat them like Tupperware. “We z ,
wash them and reuse them and don’t get rid of them

WRITE ABOUT IT!

What are some obstacles to reducing plastic
pollution? Cite evidence from the text.
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