Name _______________________________Hour_____

Formal Paper #2
The Tragedy of Julius Caesar 
Question: Who do you feel is the most tragic figure in The Tragedy of Julius Caesar?  Use the criteria below to formulate your answer.  You may refer to these points in the body of your paper as well.  You are creating an argumentative essay, while using analysis to support your position.
Tragic Hero Definition:  the protagonist of a tragedy, a story in which the hero is destroyed by a catastrophe he/she is fated to suffer, brought on by his/her own flaw/weakness.  A tragic hero typically has these qualities: 

Nobility:  high rank and/or noble birth, which distinguish the hero as exceptional, far 
better than the average person.  Also the hero generally has nobility of character, 
should be virtuous and admirable.

Fate:  the notion that the events in a person’s life are predetermined.  The hero must be fated to achieve greatness and then to fail because of the very greatness he/she achieves as an exceptional person. 

Tragic Flaw:  a flaw or weakness that makes the hero susceptible to mistake, which 
brings on the fate of personal tragedy and leads to his/her downfall.
Suffering:  hero suffers an extreme reversal of fortune, from great success to abysmal 
failure, which causes immense suffering.
Recognition:  hero must become aware of his/her weakness, must accept his/her 
mistake and its consequences (fate).
Transformation:  hero learns about the truth of him/herself and the deeper truths of life, 
especially the shared fate of all: must be humbled by suffering.  When the hero 
recognizes this, he/she becomes more noble, more wise, more humble.  

Catharsis: This is the reader’s response to the hero.  There should be an outpouring of pity and fear as the reader watches the hero fail and learn. The reader pities the hero as he/she suffers.  The reader fears his/her suffering because there is the understanding that everyone suffers in a similar way.     

Brainstorm: What are his/her tragic heroic qualities? When in the play does he/she exhibit these qualities? What is his/her tragic flaw? When in the play is this flaw most obvious? Why is his/her death so tragic?  Use a thinking map to organize your thoughts.
Instructions:

Develop a 3 pronged thesis which clearly states your opinion and explores a counter argument in the third body paragraph.  Use your bellwork for proper phrasing.  
Give 2 specific examples per body paragraph to support your opinion. You may use your book to help find examples.  Make sure your examples are properly cited.  No works cited page is necessary.
Do not use first or second person in your paper.

Do not give me a summary of the plot of The Tragedy of Julius Caesar, I already know what happens in the play.  
Staple this rubric to the top of your final draft.
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Tragic Hero Rubric
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	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	Beginning
	Emerging
	Developing
	Capable
	Excellent
	Exceptional


____ Ideas and Content

_____Position statement clearly indicates writer’s opinion on question

_____Relevant details enrich central idea

_____Understanding of the elements of a Shakespearian Tragedy is evident 

_____2 details per paragraph (facts and/or quotes, paraphrases, summaries) support position

_____Analysis is complete and well thought out.

____Organization

_____Position statement placed in introduction 
_____Thesis sentence introduce main points of support and includes counterargument
_____Transition sentences connect one idea to the next

_____Conclusion restates thesis

____ Conventions

_____Shows a good grasp of standard writing conventions (spelling, punctuation, grammar)

_____Shows a good grasp of apostrophe usage and sentence combining
_____Proper MLA citations
_____Proper MLA format
_____Use of 3rd person



____________ Your score for this essay. 

