FORDSON HIGH SCHOOL

Ms Jamieson
jamiesj@dearbornschools.org

Room B 207

Language Arts 4
*Course Overview:

This class is a survey of various composition styles and a broad range of American Literature.  Course work will involve formal papers, analysis of literature, group work, presentations, class discussions, journals and projects.
*Course Objectives:
Unit 1: The Novel—To Kill a Mockingbird
Analyze key ideas and details when reading literature; apply prior knowledge of US and World history in order to make connections to the text; research significant historical time periods and how they relate to the text; analyze and interpret literary devices for a deeper understanding of the text.
Unit 2:
The DNA of survival/American Literature
Analyze and interpret different literary genres to find a common theme; write original creative pieces following the guidelines for various genres; place expository writing in appropriate historical contexts; evaluate various genres to understand how they are constructed and why.    

*Grading Policy:


1.  Grades will be given using a weighted point system.  Homework will range from 10 to 25 points depending on the assignment.  Tests and quizzes may range from 10 to 100+ points.  Presentation and group work grades will vary depending on the assignment.  80% of your grade will be summative (tests, projects, formal papers, presentations, impromptus).  20% of your grade will be formative (homework, participation, quizzes, classwork).  The grading scale is as follows:

100%-94 = A
89%-88 = B+
79%-78 = C+
69%-68 = D+
59%-below = E


93%-90 = A-
87%-84 = B
77%-74 = C
67%-64 = D



83%-80 = B- 
73%-70 = C- 
63%-60 = D-

2.  I will round grades that are .5 or above at semester only.
3.  All summative assignments MUST be typed unless specified otherwise.
3.  Late summative assignments will lose a letter grade for each day they are late; late formative assignments are automatic half credit
*Retake Policy:


1.  There will be no retakes on exams.


2.  You may rewrite formal papers if you meet the following requirements:



A.  78% or lower



B.  a writing conference with me after school  



C.  rewrites are due the following Monday (this may be subject to change)


D.  late rewrites will not be accepted



E.  Rewrite must be turned in with original paper AND rubric

*Homework/late work:


Homework is not optional.  I expect every assignment to be done to the best of your ability.



A.  Homework is due at the beginning of class.



B.  No late work will be accepted the last week of the cardmarking.

* Participation Points:


Your participation grade will come from your participation form.  Follow the directions on the form and you will receive full credit.  Behavior is directly tied to participation, so if your behavior is not what it should be I will not sign participation on that day.  Attendance is also directly tied to participation, so if you are tardy or late to class I will not sign participation on that day.  
*Classroom Procedures and Rules:


Procedures:

A. Bellwork will be on the Promethean Board daily.  As soon as you come to class, begin working on it.  Make sure that you copy down all the information daily, including bellwork number, the date and objectives.
B. I only accept work done in blue or black ink.  Pencil is fine.

C. Use the proper MLA heading on all papers.

D. Stay in your seat until I dismiss you.

Rules:

A. Keep your hands (and feet) to yourself.

B. Raise your hand and wait to be called on

C. Come prepared for class every day


D. No food or drinks.  Water and gum are ok
*Materials:


You must have the proper materials by _________________.  This will be one of the first grades in the grade book.  There will be one binder quiz per unit worth 100 summative points.  It would also be a good idea to purchase a small 3-hole punch to keep in your binder.

A. 1 1-11/2 inch binder with pockets.

B. 5 tab dividers.

a. section 1 bellwork

b. section 2 notes

c. section 3 6+1
d. section 4 thinking maps
e. section 5 graded papers

f. handouts go in the back pocket

C. Loose leaf paper.

D. Writing utensils.
E. Book cover
F. SSR book

G. 1 subject spiral notebook

*SSR:  

SSR is an important component of this class.  The specific procedures and norms will be explained on a separate SSR instruction sheet. 
*Academic Misconduct Policy:

PLEASE DO NOT EVEN ATTEMPT TO CHEAT.  I CAN ALWAYS TELL AND THE CONSEQUENCES ARE HARSH.

1. Per the English Department at Fordson High School, you will receive a zero on the assignment (see footnote #1)
2. You will receive a phone call home

3. You will receive an office referral.

NO EXCEPTIONS.  NO EXCUSES.  IT ISN’T WORTH IT

*Attendance Policy:


1.  I will follow the district attendance policy. 
2.  Per the English Department at Fordson High School, no final exams will be given early (see footnote #2)
*BLOG:


I have a BLOG that I update weekly.  All notes, handouts, assignments and information for the class can be found on the BLOG.  When you are absent or miss class it is your responsibility to go on the BLOG and find out the information from class.  The Week at a Glance will also be posted every Monday.  The address is http://iblog.dearbornschools.org/jamieson/
Footnote #1:
Academic Misconduct Policy

English Department 

Fordson High School

The English Department at Fordson High School adheres to a strict zero tolerance policy on academic misconduct.  Academic misconduct is defined as any dishonest representation of academic work, including but not limited to, plagiarism, fabrication, deception, cheating, bribery, forgery, sabotage, and personating.  Any student caught committing academic misconduct will receive an automatic zero on the assignment and will not be permitted to make up the grade. Teachers may assign further penalties at their discretion.

Footnote #2:

Early Leave Policy

English Department

Fordson High School

It is the policy of the Language Art Department at Fordson High School that no student will be permitted to take his or her final exam early.  In addition, all missing assignments incurred as a result of leaving school before the official end of the semester will be marked as zeroes in the grade book.  Lastly, the Dearborn Public Schools audit policy will be applied to all absences that occur prior to the official end of the school semester.  

