SSR+:  All You Ever Wanted To Know

WHY ARE WE DOING SUSTAINED SILENT READING (SSR)?



Building Interest in Reading.  You can read books of your choice.

Building Stamina.  You will be able to read for longer and longer periods of time.

Practicing Metacognition.  You will learn about yourself as a reader.

Building Schema.  You will add to your background knowledge.

WHAT HAPPENS DURING SSR TIME?

Reading in Class.  SSR reading time starts as soon as bellwork is over.  We will build up to reading for 15-20 minutes at a time. 20 points/week (formative)
Writing in Metacognitive Logs.  Each time you read your SSR book in class, you will write for 3-5 minutes about how the reading went for you.  20 points/week (formative)
Sharing Books.  After you write you will have time to talk to a partner, a small group, or the whole class.  You can describe how the reading went for you or tell something about the book you are reading.

ARE THERE OTHER SSR ASSINGMENTS?

Conferences.  I will read and comment on your Metacognitive Log and have short conferences with you as often as I can during SSR time.

Book Talks.  At the end of each CM you will share your book with the whole class.  The format for this will vary. 50 points/CM (summative)
Literary Letter.  At the end of each CM you will write a reflection letter about yourself as a reader.  50 points/CM (summative)
Exit Ticket.  After you finish a book you will complete a short exit ticket.  These will be posted in the classroom in order to help other students choose books.  10 points (formative)
WHAT CAN I READ FOR SSR?

Choices.  You can read fiction or nonfiction, long books or short books, and books on almost any topic you can imagine.  You can start off by reading a book that is familiar to you or that you find very easy to read.  As the year progresses, you should be choosing more difficult books (but still books you want to read!) to challenge yourself and grow as a reader.

Non Choices.  You may not choose newspapers or magazines, or books from other classes.

Minimum Limit.  You are required to read ONE book per cardmarking.  You can, of course, read more than that.  Honors classes are required to read TWO books per cardmarking.

WHAT IF I AM READING A BOOK FOR SSR AND I DON’T LIKE IT?

10 Page Chance.  If you’re reading a book and you lose interest in it, you may stop reading it and choose another book.  However, sometimes it takes a while for a book to capture your interest.  Once you choose a book that you think you’d like to read, give it at least 10 pages to grab you.  At the end of a “10 page chance”, you can decide to read the book, not read the book, or give it another “10 page chance”. 

Get out of Jail Free.  If you choose not to continue with your book, you must write a paragraph explaining why you don’t want to read it.  It should include specific reasons for discontinuing reading.

